Digitized  by 

the  Internet  Archive 

in  2015 

https://archive.org/details/proceedingsofnew05newj_2 


ALLEN  COUNTY  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


3  1833  01740  0331 


GC 
974.9 
N421P 
1850-1853 


EAL-OGY  COL-i-ECTlON 


P  BOCEEDINGS 


NEW  JERSEY 

HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

VOL.  V. 


1850-1851. 

NEWARK.  N.J.: 
1851. 

Reprinted  with  the  permission  of  the  original  publisher 

KRAUS  REPRINT  CORPORATION 

New  York 
1968 


Printed  in  U.S.A. 


CONTENTS. 

PAGE. 

Proceedings  of  Meeting  at  Nevaarh,  May  16th,  1850    1 

Letter  of  Major-General  Baron  Steuben  to  Officers  of  the  New  Jersey  Line, 

July  19th,  1783    U 

Tables  of  the  Sittings  of  the  Provincial  Assemblies,  and  namea  ef  members  19 

Orders  of  Generals  Schuyler  and  Sullivan  to  Colonel  Jonathan  Dayton,  1776  34 

Proceedings  of  Meeting  at  Morristown,  September  13th,  1850      ...  39 

The  Robbery  of  the  Treasury  in  1768,  by  W.  A.  Whitehead     -      -      .  49 

The  Hollanders  in  New  Jersey,  by  Rev.  Abraham  Messier,  D.D.      -      -  67 

Proceedings  of  Meeting  at  Trenton^  January  23rd,  1851       ....  91 
The  American  Union,  and  the  Perils  to  which  it  has  been  exposed,  by  J.  P. 

Bradley,  Esq.   103 

Letters  of  Joseph  Sherwood,  Provincial  Agent   131 

Proceedings  of  Meeting  at  Newark,  May  15th,  1851   157 

Letter  from  Major  F.  Barber,  1776    168 

Letter  from  Joseph  Shippen,  jun.,  1752    169 

Selections  from  Correspondence  of  William  Alexander,  Earl  of  Stirling     -  177 

Index       -   197 


ERRATUM. 
PftSe  103 ;  fyt  *'  Eyilfl  "  read  PeriU. 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF  THE 


NEW  JERSEY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


Yol.  V.  1850.  No.  1. 


Newark,  May  \Qth,  1850. 
The  Society  met  this  day  at  11  o'clock  in  their  room  in  the  Library 
Building, — the  President  in  the  chair;  the  Hon.  James  Parker, 
Vice  President,  being  also  present. 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  a  large  number  of  letters  re- 
ceived since  Januar}',  drawing  attention  particularly  to  communica- 
tions from  the  Rev.  George  Pierson,  of  Florida,  N.  Y. ;  Rev.  Thomas 
RoBBiNs,  D.  D.  of  Hartford,  Conn. ;  A.  L.  Elwyn,  M.  D.,  of  Philadel- 
phia ;  Hon.  Rich'd  S.  Coxe,  and  Messrs.  Peter  Force  and  J.  F. 
Caldwell,  of  Washington  city ;  Edward  D.  Mansfield,  Esq.,  Rev. 
S.  W.  Fisher,  and  Mr.  Edward  Mills,  of  Cincinnati ;  Rev.  Ste- 
phen DoDD,  of  East  Haven,  Conn. ;  Messrs.  Joskph  H.  Crane,  of 
Dayton,  and  A.  B.  Norton,  of  Mount  Vernon,  Ohio  :  M.  Alex.  Vat- 
temare,  Hon.  George  Bancroft,  and  Messrs.  A.  B.  Durand  and 
Charles  A.  Davis,  of  New  York  ;  Mr.  Thos.  D.  James,  of  Albany ; 
Messrs.  Peter  Lott,  of  Quincy,  111.,  Alex.  Hamilton,  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  and  Rev.  E.  Fairchild,  D.  D. — in  acknowledgment  of  their 
election  as  Corresponding  or  Honorary  members;  and  from  the  Amer. 
Phil.  Society — Missouri  Hist.  Society — Regents  of  N.  Y.  University, 
and  other  institutions  on  matters  connected  with  the  operations  of  the 
Society.    He  also  stated  that  since  the  Annual  Meeting  the  engraved 
diplomas  for  the  Honorary,  Corresponding,  and  Life  Members  of  the 
Society  had  been  distributed,  and  he  had  received  from  many  of  them 
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renewpd  expressions  of  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Society,  and  from 
the  Corresponding  members  (who  by  the  by-laws  must  be  natives  of 
the  State,)  assurances  of  undiminished  attachment  to  New  Jersey  and 
her  institutions. 

The  Library  was  represented  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition,  re- 
ceiving frequent  additions  from  donations  as  well  as  from  purchases  of 
rare  works. 

The  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  of  cash  in  his  hands  of  $255 
19. 

Hon.  Wm.  A.  Duer,  from  the  Committee  on  Publications,  reported 
upon  the  condition  of  the  Society's  Periodical,  and  drew  attention  to 
its  financial  condition,  requesting  some  directions  from  the  Society 
in  regard  thereto. 

Its  continuation  seemed  actually  necessary  to  the  welfare  and 
growth  of  the  Society,  and  it  was  proper  to  consider  whether  it  should 
become  a  tax  upon  the  general  treasury  and  be  gratuitously  distribu- 
ted to  the  paying  members,  or  continue  to  be  issued  under  existing 
regulations. 

After  some  discussion  the  subject  was  referred  to  the  Executive 
Committee  for  their  examination  and  decision. 

Reports  from  Committees  on  Monumental  Inscriptions  being  called 
for,  Mr.  Whitehead  presented  those  of  Woodbridge  and  Piscataway, 
comprising  all  in  the  Cemeteri  es  of  those  towns  of  dates  prior  to  1800, 
(excepting  one  cemetery  in  Piscataway  not  yet  obtained,)  and  also, 
handsomely  bound,  the  volume  mostly  prepared  under  the  direction  of 
late  Recording  Secretary,  Dr.  John  S.  Condit,  and  fully  completed 
by  his  family ;  containing  the  Inscriptions  in  Newark,  Belleville  and 
Orange.  1  his  volume  excited  much  attention,  from  its  completeness, 
fac  similes  of  many  of  the  most  ancient  inscriptions  being  given. 

In  the  absence  of  the  other  members,  Mr.  Whitehead  also 
submitted  a  report  from  the  Committee  appointed  to  memorialize  the 
Legislature  relative  to  the  Colonial  Documents  abroad,  and  to  urge 
the  procuring  of  copies  of  the  Minutes  of  Council  and  Assembly,  w^hich 
the  State  is  now  without. 

The  subject  was  brought  before  the  Legislature  at  its  last  session, 
but  in  the  House  of  Assembly  received  no  attention,  and  in  the  Sen- 
ate, after  a  reference  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  there  were  only  two 
voles  recorded  in  favor  of  the  project.  Such  a  result,  particularly  as 
the  subject  had  been  before  the  Legislature  for  several  years,  seemed 
to  render  further  action  on  the  part  of  the  Society,  in  that  direction, 
injudicious. 
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It  was  to  be  regretted  that  the  exertions  of  the  Society  to  rescue 
from  oblivion  the  early  history  of  the  State  should  not  receive  the 
countenance  and  consideration  of  the  Legislature,  but  even  should 
they  be  for  any  reason  withheld,  it  would  yet  seem  just  to  acknow- 
ledge the  services  rendered ;  he,  however  had  the  disagreeable  duty  to 
perform  of  announcing  to  the  Society  that  at  the  last  session,  the 
House  of  Assembly  adopted  a  series  of  resolutions  in  which  the  Socie- 
ty and  its  members  were,  very  unnecessarily,  alluded  to  in  most  un- 
courteous  terms,  and  in  a  manner  calculated,  beyond  the  precin  ts  of 
the  State,  to  interfere  with  the  present  high  standing  and  influence  of 
the  institution  ;  and  under  these  circumstances  he  deemed  it  advisable 
that  the  committee  should  be  discharged. 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  David  A.  Hayes,  was  accordingly  done. 

Mr.  DuRYEE,  from  the  Committee  charged  with  the  management 
and  expenditure  of  the  Colonial  Fund — reported  that  no  change  had 
been  made  in  the  condition  of  the  Fund ;  no  additional  subscriptions 
having  been  received,  or  disbursements  made  since  the  last  meeting. 
The  Committee  were  in  daily  expectation  of  hearing  from  Mr.  Ste- 
vens that  he  had  completed  the  Analytical  Index  to  the  papers  in  the 
English  Archives,  in  the  preparation  of  which  he  had  been  emploj^ed. 

'Ihe  Nominating  Committee  then  reported  the  names  of  sundry 
gentlemen  as  Resident,  Corresponding,  and  Honorary  Members;  who 
were  all  duly  elected,  and  further  nominations  received. 

Judge  Ogden  submitted  with  some  remarks  the  following  resolu- 
tion,  which  was  adopted — 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Publications  make  a  report  at 
the  next  meeting  as  to  what  materials  are  in  the  possession  of  the 
Society  for  another  volume  of  "  Collections, "  and  whether  it  is  ad- 
visable or  not  to  publish  one  this  year. 

On  motion  of  Hon.  Wm.  A.  Duer,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society  be  held  at  Mor- 
RisTOWN,  on  Thursday,  the  12th  of  September  next,  and  that  the 
members  residing  there  be  a  Committee  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements. 

Mr.  Whitehead  submitted  for  the  inspection  of  the  members  a 
number  of  sketches  and  drawings  in  Pencil  and  India  Ink,  by  John 
Watson, — the  first  Limner,  of  whose  establishment  in  America  we 
have  any  knowledge.  They  were,  with  only  a  few  exceptions,  minia- 
ture likenesses  of  persons  living  at  that  time,  most  of  them  originals, 
and  some,  in  pencil,  beautifully  finished.  Mr.  W.  read  a  brief  sketch 
of  the  artist,  embodying  what  little  information  tradition  has  preserved 
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respecting  him.  He  resided  in  A  mboy  to  which  place  he  came  fron* 
Scotland  in  1715,  and  died  there  in  1786.  From  the  miniatures  ex- 
hibited, it  was  evident  he  had  a  reputation  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
Province,  for  besides  some  of  the  members  of  the  Schuyler,  Johnson 
and  Leslie  families  of  New  Jersey ; — there  were  likenesses  of  Gov. 
Burnet  and  lady,  of  New  York,  of  Governor  Keith,  of  Pa.,  Governor 
Spotteswood,  of  .Va.,  and  various  personages  from  the  West  Indies 
and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  David  A.  Hayes  presented  in  behalf  of  Mr.  J.  Robertson  an 
original  letter  addressed  to  Aaron  Burr,  congratulating  him  upon  his 
marriage: — and  also  a  copy  of  the  Cypher  used  by  Burr  in  his  corres- 
pondence. 

President  King  of  Columbia  College,  presented  in  behalf  of  M. 
Vattemare,  "  L'Afiiteaux  Moeurs  des  Sauvages  de  I'Amerique  du 
Nord,"  in  4  vols.,  with  plates,  together  with  a  number  of  reports,  pro- 
ceedings &c.  approving  the  system  of  International  Exchange,  pub- 
lished by  order  of  Congress,  the  States  of  New  York,  Massachusetts, 
and  New  Hampshire,  and  the  Common  Councils  of  Boston,  New 
York,  and  Washington. 

After  some  remarks  referring  to  the  services  of  Mr.  Vattemare,  and 
to  recent  attempts  to  impugn  his  motives,  Mr.  King  offered  the  follow- 
ing resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Historical  Society  be  and  they 
are  hereby  tendered  to  M.  Alexandre  Vattemare  for  the  additional  evi- 
dence now  received  from  him  of  his  continued  interest  in  the  labors 
and  desire  to  promote  the  objects  of  this  Society. 

—  That  we  have  witnessed  with  pain  and  mortification  the  impu- 
tations cast  upon  the  character  and  motives  of  the  mission  to  which 
M.  Vattemare  has  devoted  himself,  and  that  we  take  pleasure  in  re- 
newing the  expression  of  our  admiration  of  his  beneficent  system  of 
International  Exchange,  and  of  entire  confidence  in  the  integrity  of 
his  motives  and  conduct. 

—  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  duly  authenticated  by  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Society,  be  transmitted  to  M.  Vattemare. 

Mr.  C.  Parker  seconded  the  resolutions,  and  alluded  to  the  al- 
leged want  of  authority  on  the  part  of  M.  Vattemare  to  act  as  agent 
for  the  French  or  any  other  Government ;  showing  that  that  gentle- 
man had  never  pretended  to  act  in  any  thing  like  a  diplomatic  charac- 
ter, and  expressing  his  regret  at  the  character  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  House  of  Assembly  in  regard  to  him. 

Mr.  GiFFORD,  while  according  to  M.  Vattemare  due  credit  for  hU 
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distinguished  services  and  acquitting  him  of  any  improper  motives, 
doubted  the  policy  of  the  Society's  adopting  the  second  resolution. 
He  conceived  it  better  to  restrict  the  action  of  the  Society  to  an 
expression  of  thanks  for  benefits  received,  and  not,  by  assuming 
an  antagonistic  position,  become  involved  in  any  unpleasant  discus- 
sions. 

Hon.  James  Pabker,  Vice  President,  spoke  vrarmly  in  favor  of 
the  resolutions.  They  were  called  for  in  justice,  not  only  to  Mr. 
Vattemare,  but  to  all  who,  like  himself,  had  been  grieved  at  the 
discredit  which  the  proceedings  referred  to  had  cast  upon  the 
State. 

After  some  further  remarks  from  Judge  Duer,  and  Dr.  Penning- 
ton— who   read  passages  from  several  documents  to  show  that, 
although  not  holding  an  official  station  under  the  French  Govern- 
ment Mr.  Vs  agency  had  been  distinctly  recognized  by  the  Minis-* 
ters  of  the  several  departments, — the  Resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  announced  the  receipt  of  a  num- 
ber of  valuable  papers  from  Aaron  Ogden  Dayton,  Esq.,  of  Washing- 
ton City,  which  had  belonged  to  his  grandfather.  Gen.  Elias  Dayton  ; 
and  from  them,  selected  and  read,  the  Reply  of  Baron  Steuben,  to  the 
address  of  the  officers  of  the  New  Jersey  Line,  at  the  close  of  the 
Revolution,  and  also  the  orders  received  by  Gen.  (then  Colonel)  Day- 
ton, in  1776,  from  Generals  Schuyler  and  Sullivan,  on  proceeding  to 
Johnstown,  New  lork,  for  the  purpose  of  making  Sir  John  Johnston 
prisoner.  The  Secretary  read  in  connection  therewith  some  extracts 
from  Lieut.  Elmer's  Journal,*  showing  how  these  orders  were  execu- 
ted. 

The  Society  then  took  a  recess  until  2  o'clock  to  attend,  by  invita- 
tion, the  exhibition  of  the  New  Jersey  Art  Union. 

On  reassembling,  John  R.  Brodhead,  Esq.,  read  a  despatch  sent 
by  Governor  Slaughter,  of  New  York,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board 
of  Trade,  referring  to  the  proceedings  against  Leisler  in  1690 — ac- 
companying the  reading  with  some  remarks  upon  the  value  of  the  New 
Jersey  documents  in  the  English  archives,  and  expressing  a  hope  that 
the  legislature  would  adopt  measures  to  obtain  them. 

A  discussion  ensued  upon  the  propriety  of  presenting  the  subject 

*  Published  in  the  3d  volume  of  the  Society's  Proceedings. 
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again  to  that  body,  which  was  participated  in  by  Messrs.  Field,  Gif- 
ford,  Bradley,  Whitehead  and  others  and  finally  postponed. 
At  half-past  3,  the  Society  took  a  recess  for  dinner. 

THE  DINNER. 

The  dinner  was  served  at  the  City  Hotel  at  half-past  three  o'clock, 
the  President  presiding,  with  M  ajor  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  upon 
his  right.  President  Charles  King,  of  Columbia  College,  on  the 
left,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Bethune,  of  Philadelphia,  Mr.  Brodhead  and 
other  distinguished  gentlemen  occupying  seats  in  the  immediate  vicini- 

The  usual  viands  having  been  disposed  of,  the  President  rose  and 
alluded  to  the  absence  of  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  active  members 
^f  the  Society,  who,  he  believed,  had  never  before  been  detained  from 
any  of  the  regular  meetings — William  B.  Kinney, — and  proposed — 

"  The  health  of  our  newly  appointed  Charge  to  Sardinia.'^ 

The  Hon.  Charles  King,  promptly  rose  to  respond.  As  a  friend  of 
the  gentleman  who  had  just  been  honored,  and  who  for  the  first  time 
since  the  organization  of  the  Society  is  not  present  at  its  meeting — 
being  detained  by  higher  orders  at  Washington — he  felt  that  he  had 
a  right  to  speak  for  him  on  this  occasion,  and  return  his  acknowledge- 
ments. He  would  thus  only  express  his  own  feelings,  as  well  as  those 
of  the  mass  of  the  community  here,  associated  as  was  the  name  of  Mr. 
K.  with  the  advocacy  of  true  patriotism  and  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
Literature  and  Science.  And  while  he  gave  this  tribute  to  the  char- 
acter of  his  friend  he  might  say  with  propriety,  that  no  appointment 
by  the  administration  embodied  more  eminent  qualifications  for  the 
post  to  which  he  had  succeeded.  In  conclusion,  Mr.  King  spoke  of 
his  own  removal  from  the  state,  but  still  claimed  for  himself  the  honor 
of  being  a  Jerseyman,  which  was  received  with  much  applause. 

Hon.  W.  A.  DuER  proposed — 

"  The  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States, " 

The  announcement  of  this  toast  brought  to  his  feet  Major  General 
Winfield  Scott,  who  was  received  with  hearty  and  prolonged  marks 
of  welcome. 

He  desired  to  return  his  most  sincere  thanks  individually  for  the  com- 
pliment  just  paid  him,  and  as  the  senior  officer  of  one  of  the  branches  of 
our  national  defence  to  which  allusion  had  been  made,  he  felt  that  he 
might  take  the  liberty  of  responding  to  the  honor  conferred  upon  the 
Army,  which,  though  it  had  been  called  upon  to  represent  the  dignity 
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and  honor  of  its  country  abroad,  in  foreign  countries,  had  never  failed 
to  fully  sustain  its  mission  with  fidelity,  and  its  own  high  reputation 
for  prowess  and  vigor  upon  the  field  of  battle.  It  had  carried  with 
it  the  influence  of  civilization — the  civilization  of  Christianity — of  the 
morality  and  wisdom  which  are  taught  in  our  schools,  our  colleges 
and  our  churches  of  religion.  Though  it  had  been  the  fate  of  that 
army  to  march  through  blood  to  victory,  3'^et  its  course  has  not  been 
disgraced  by  a  single  outrage  which  can  bring  a  blush  to  the  cheek  of 
an  American  citizen. 

The  Army  was  a  part  and  parcel  of  our  common  country  itself,  and 
devoted  to  all  her  best  interests,  her  people  and  her  institutions.  He 
again  and  again  returned  his  thanks  for  the  honor  done  to  that  brave 
and  patriotic  body,  and  concluded  with  the  following  toast ; 

"  In  all  future  time  may  our  Representatives  and  Officers  imitate 
those  of  New  Jerseij,  in  the  Revolutionary  War. " 

The  applause  which  succeeded,  having  subsided, 

The  Pkesident  rose,  saying  that  he  knew  of  no  person  present  who 
could  claim  the  right  to  respond  to  the  toast  which  had  just  been 
given,  unless,  perhaps,  it  might  be  his  venerable  friend  opposite,  Hon. 
Jas.  Parker,  (laughter,  in  which  Mr.  Parker  heartily  joined.)  As  for 
himself,  it  is  true  he  was  a  seventy-sixer ;  but  it  arose  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  his  having  been  born  in  '76,  instead  of  having  fought 
the  battles  of  his  country  at  that  time.  He  was  no  fighter,  and  never 
had  been.  He  was  a  man  of  peace — and  he  wished  in  his  heart  that 
the  whole  military  establishment  could  be  abolished — that  there  might 
be  no  more  wars — no  more  blood  shed  upon  the  earth — no  more 
armies — no  more  injustice — no  more  prisons  or  jails.  But  he  believed 
that  he  should  express  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  the  company  pre- 
sent when  he  said,  what  he  did  say  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart,  that 
if  we  were  to  have  any  more  wars,  he  desired  to  have  no  person  at 
the  head  of  our  armies  but  his  friend  at  his  left,  (Gen.  Scott.)  The 
direct  and  frank  utterance  of  this  home-felt  sentiment  was  loudly  re- 
sponded to  by  the  whole  table. 

Mr.  A.  GiFFORD  then  rose,  and  remarked  that  as  our  Society  re- 
ceived with  peculiar  interest  whatever  tends  to  the  promotion  of  union 
and  the  cause  of  civil  liberty,  he  had  heard  with  much  pleasure  the 
tribute  that  had  been  so  appropriately  bestowed  on  one  branch  of  our 
conservatism — "  the  army  of  the  United  States,'' — which  had  called 
out  so  feeling  a  response  from  our  distinguished  guest.  He  would 
beg  leave  to  mention  another  arm  of  our  strength — the  Judiciary ; — 
it  is  true,  he  said,  the  lawyers  are  sometimes  charged  with  being  a 
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troublesome  set  of  raen,  and  yet  it  is  said  they  did  some  service  at  the 
period  of  the  revolution.  However  that  may  be,  they  hold  a  whole- 
some check  in  the  establishment  of  that  great  system  which  is  so  well 
adapted  to  harmonize  the  several  parts  of  our  government,  and  effect 
the  administration  of  justice.  I  see  near  me  one  who,  as  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  our  Supreme  Court,  has  honorably  filled  the  measure  of  many 
years  in  that  high  vocation,*  and  it  is  our  pleasure  to  have  with  us 
another  distinguished  member  of  that  Court,  who  has  but  lately  com- 
menced his  course,  with  great  promise  of  credit  to  himself  and  use- 
fulness to  the  public.  I  give  you — 
"  The  Judiciary  of  New  Jersey" 

Hon.  E.  B.  D.  Ogden,  one  of  the  Justices  of  our  Supreme  Court, 
being  evidently  alluded  to  in  the  latter  part  of  Mr.  G's  remarks,  re- 
sponded, and  gave — 

"  The  Clergy." 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Bethune  in  responding  to  the  toast  enchained  the 
attention  of  the  audience  with  a  most  felicitous  speech. 

He  said  that,  in  conformity  to  the  usages  of  society  on  such  oc- 
casions, he  felt  himself  bound  to  acknowledge  the  compliment  paid  to 
the  body  of  which  he  was  a  member.  In  this  country,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  the  world,  the  clergy  and  the  religion  which  it 
is  their  business  to  teach,  are  put  on  their  proper  footing  in  society : 
for  always  elsewhere  they  have  been  either  opposed  or  oppressed  by 
persecution,  or,  what  is  tenfold  more  fatal  to  their  vitality  and  useful- 
ness, have  suffered  from  a  benumbing  alliance  with  the  State.  This 
alliance,  he  held,  had  never  been  sought  by  the  church  ;  but  all  history 
shows,  that  the  administrators  of  the  civil  power,  wherever  such  al- 
liance had  been  effected,  have  themselves  uniformly,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, brought  about  such  connexion.  This  point  he  enforced  by 
prominent  examples  in  history.  Here,  on  the  contrary,  the  church 
stands  alone  on  the  broad  principles  of  the  gospel  which  gave  it 
birth — acknowledging  Jesus  Christ  alone  as  its  head,  and  salvation 
through  his  name.  Then  changing  his  subject  to  one  which  he  deem- 
ed particularly  pertinent  to  the  present  occasion,  he  alluded  to  the 
benefits  that  such  Societies  as  this  confer,  not  only  by  rescuing  memo- 
rials of  the  past  from  oblivion,  but  by  catching,  and,  as  it  where 
daguerreotyping,  the  fleeting  present,  and  transmitting  it  to  posterity 
in  all  the  freshness  of  truth. 

In  other  times,  from  the  want  of  such  faithful  and  impartial  testi- 
mony, how  much  misrepresentation  may  not  have  been  made  ?  Aiis- 


*  The  President— Ex-Chief  Justice  Hornblower. 
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tides,  for  instance,  has  come  down  to  posterity  with  the  surname  of 
"  the  Just."  Now,  who  knows  but  he  may  have  been  some  pragmati- 
cal old  fellow,  always  disagreeing  with  every  body,  and  always 
wrong,  but  who,  somehow  or  other,  contrived  to  get  the  ear  of  the 
historian?  (great  laughter.)  Other  humorous  illustrations  of  this 
point,  most  happily  conceived  and  produced,  were  given  by  the 
speaker. 

There  were  many  things  in  our  revolutionary  history  no  doubt, 
proud  as  we  may  feel  of  its  general  character,  which,  if  accurate- 
ly known,  would  put  a  construction  upon  some  men  and  some 
transactions  very  different  from  that  which  they  have  commonly 
received :  although  there  were  some  accounts  connected  with  that 
history,  which  transpired  in  New  Jersey,  concerning  which  no  such 
question  could  be  made.  The  glorious  fields  of  Trenton,  Princeton, 
and  Monmouth — that  trinity  of  names  hallowed  in  the  association  of 
freemen, — could  never  be  mentioned  without  exciting  a  thrill  of  grati- 
tude and  pride  in  the  American  bosom.  Here  was  maintained  the 
struggle  which  "  turned  the  tide  of  war."  But  he  considered  the 
office  of  the  Society  in  regard  to  the  living  present,  even  more  im- 
portant, than  in  that  of  collecting  the  scattered  memorials  of  the  past. 
He  was  glad  to  see  that  other  State  Societies  had  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  this,  in  collecting  and  preserving  the  passing  newspaper,  in 
which  the  picture  of  the  times  actually  breathes  with  life  ;  and  con- 
gratulated the  Society  in  the  privilege  it  possessed  of  storing  up  the 
diurnal  sheets  of  such  a  press  as  New  Jersey — Newark  in  particular 
— could  boast. 

In  conclusion,  the  Rev'<^  speaker  said  that  he  supposed  that  more 
people  had  been  transported  with  pleasure  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey — 
(the  laughter  that  followed  drowned  the  conclusion  of  the  sentence, 
but  the  remark  was  presumed  to  be  prompted  by  the  presence  of  Mr. 
Jackson,  the  Vice  President  and  Superintendent  of  the  New  Jersey 
Rail  Road,  who  was  seated  near  Dr.  B.)  After  the  commotion  had 
subsided.  Dr.  B.  gave  as  a  toast : 

"  New  Jersey — past,  present,  and  future." 

The  concluding  toast  was  given  by  Richaed  S.  Field,  Esq.  of 
Princeton — " The  Union  :  It  must  and  shall  be  preserved"  Mr. 
F.  enforced  the  sentiment  by  a  brief  and  earnest  appeal  to  the  patri- 
otism of  all  present.  The  company  then  separated,  highly  pleased 
with  the  entertainment  of  which  they  had  partaken. 
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EVENING  MEETING. 

In  the  evening,  at  8  o'clock,  the  Society  again,  met,  and  the  Rev. 
Geoege  W.  Bethune,  D.  D.,  read  a  paper  before  a  large  audience 
of  ladies  and  gentlemen  upon  "  Holland,  and  the  Hollanders" — show- 
ing the  rise  and  progress  of  free  institutions  among  them,  giving  their 
history,  &c.  &;c. 

On  motion  of  Judge  DuER,the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  directed 
to  be  returned  to  Dr.  Bethune  for  his  interesting  lecture  ;  and  then  the 
Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  Morristown,  on  Thursday,  the  12th  of 
September  next. 


SELECTIONS  FROM  THE  COMESPONDENCE  AND  PAPERS 

Laid  before  the  Society,  May  16iA,  1850. 

FROM  CHARLES  A.  DAVIES,  ESQ. 

ISew  York,  Feh'y  27,  1850. 

My  dear  Sir, — 

I  have  been  made  very  happy  by  the  act  of  your  letter  informing 
me  of  the  honor  done  me  by  electing  me  a  corresponding  member  of 
the  Historical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  and  handing  me  at  same  time 
a  beautifully  executed  Certificate,  as  evidence  of  the  fact. 

If  I  needed  any  thing  to  increase  my  pride  in  being  a  "  native  born" 
of  New  Jersey  or  to  add  strength  to  the  links  that  bind  me  to  my 
native  state — this  kind  act  on  the  part  of  its  Historical  Society,  would 
suffice. 

But  I  take  the  occasion,  whilst  expressing  my  deep  gratitude,  to 
express  also  my  equally  deep  isegret  that  I  must  prove  a  very  inadi- 
quate  member — for  by  reasons  and  causes  far  beyond  my  control, 
I  was  so  early  separated  from  the  state  of  my  birth,  and  have  been  so 
long  separated  from  it,  that  I  can  contribute  little  if  any  thmg  to  the 
stock  of  Historical  information  which  the  society  seeks  to  accumu- 
late.— I  shall  not  however  neglect  my  obligations — and  shall  not  be 
idle  in  gathering  some  items  which  may  contain  some  interest. — I  shall 
take  an  early  occasion  to  pay  my  personal  respects  to  the  Society  and 
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acquaint  myself  as  to  the  best  manner  my  humble  services  may  be 
made  useful,  and  how  far  some  "  old  records  of  times  past  "  may  be 
acceptable — which  are  in  my  possession. 

I  believe  it  is  an  admitted  fact,  that  success  in  any  calling  in  life 
grows  out  of  some  features  of  superior  intelligence,  tact,  industry  and 
sagacity,  over  those  with  whom  we  may  be  thrown  in  life  to  combat 
for  success — it  is  pretty  clear  to  my  mind  that  I  owe  what  measure  of 
success  I  enjoy  to  an  early  recognition  of  this  fact — and  is  the  best 
reason  I  can  assign  for  having  been,  as  early,  sent  out  of  the  state  of 
New  Jersey — into  other  communities.  Therefore  it  was  not  the  absence 
of  state  love,  so  much  as  the  absence  of  other  requisites  that  rendered 
a  separation  expedient;  and  I  am  the  more  convinced  of  its  truth,  as  in 
all  my  travels  at  home  and  abroad  (and  the  extent  has  not  been 
limited,)  I  dont  think  I  ever  fell  in  with  a  New  Jerseyman  who  did 
not  at  least  "  hold  his  own  "  in  whatever  calling  he  threw  himself — 
and  most  frequently  "a  little  ahead" — showing  very  clearly  that  how- 
ever severe  the  competition  at  home,  in  his  own  native  state — his  qualifi- 
cations found  less  in  other  communities ; — and  therein  is  involved  as 
high  a  compliment  as  I  can  well  pay  to  my  native  state  and  the  best 
reason  M'hy  I  did  not  remain  a  permanent  resident  there.  But  no 
matter  where — and  no  matter  under  what  circumstances  I  may  have 
been — my  state  pride  has  been  like  the  mountain  first  and  last  seen  by 
the  seafarer  in  this  vicinity,  "Neversink" — and  "Ubique  patriam  remi- 
nisci," — has  ever  been  my  motto. 

Thus  much  then  as  to  being  "of  and  not  in"  New  Jersey.  And 
recurring  to  the  honor  done  me,  1  beg  to  avail  of  the  occasion  to  ex- 
press my  high  personal  esteem  for  the  worthy  President  of  the  Society 
— whose  name  was  "  a  house-hold  word"  of  my  family,  and  as  familiar 
to  me  as  my  own  from  childhood.  His  preeminent  success  in  an 
arduous  profession — on  the  soil  which  gave  him  birth,  when  tested  by 
the  adage  I  have  alluded  to — leaves  nothing  to  be  said  in  commenda- 
ting  of  his  intrinsic  merit. 

I  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  make  the  personal  acquaintance  of  the 
other  officers  of  the  society — and  to  assure  them  and  yourself  of  my 
esteem  and  regard. 

Very  respectfully  Yr.  Obt.  Servt, 

CH.  AUG'S.  DA  VIES. 

To  W.  A.  Whitehead,  Esqr. 

Historical  Society  of  New  Jersey,  Newark. 


12 


FROM  HON.  RICHARD  S.  COXE. 

Washington,  March  12,  1850. 

Sir,— 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  very  accept- 
able letter  announcing  to  me  my  election  as  a  corresponding  member 
of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  accompanied  with  a  certificate 
of  membership.  It  would  afford  me  great  pleasure  to  attend  one  or 
more  of  the  meetings  of  the  Society  and  to  become  acquainted  with 
its  proceedings.  The  interest  which  I  feel  in  the  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  my  native  State  and  in  her  past  and  present  history,  seems 
to  increase  with  years  and  to  be  augmented  by  my  separation  from  the 
scenes  of  early  life,  and  every  reminiscence  of  me  from  New  Jersey, 
affords  me  the  heartiest  gratulation. 

Very  respectfully,  Yours  &;c., 

RICH.  S.  COXE. 

W.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq. 


FROM  JOSEPH  H.  CRANE,  ESQ. 

Dayton,  (Ohio)  March  13,  1850. 

Dear  Sir, — 

I  received  yesterday  your  letter  of  the  25th  Feb.  last,  informing  me 
that  I  was  elected  on  May  7th,  1846,  a  corresponding  member  of  the 
New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  together  with  an  authenticated  certi- 
ficate of  membership.  I  receive  this  intelligence  with  deep  and  grate- 
ful feeling.  Though  I  left  my  native  state  in  early  life,  and  have  until 
now,  on  the  verge  of  old  age,  found  my  home  in  Ohio,  I  still  remember 
the  scenes  of  my  youth,  I  shall  cherish  while  memory  lasts  the  recol- 
lection that  I  am  connected  by  birth  and  early  training,  with  one  of  the 
old  thirteen  States  which  weathered  the  storms  of  the  Revolution,  bore 
her  full  share  of  all  the  perils  and  of  all  the  glories  of  that  eventful 
p  riod,  was  among  the  foremost  to  establish  the  noble  fabiic  of  our 
constitution,  has  hitherto  sustained  it  with  faith  and  loyalty,  and  will 
never  abandon  it  in  the  hour  of  trial  and  danger.  If  in  any  way  [ 
can  be  of  any  use  to  the  Society,  of  which  I  am  honored  by  being  a 
corresponding  member,  I  shall  be  most  happy  to  avail  myself  of  the 
opportunity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully^ 

JOSEPH  k  CRANE. 
W.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq.,  Corresponding  Secretary. 
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FROM  AARON  O,  DAYTON,  ESQ. 

Washington,  May  S,  1850. 

Sir  — 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  certificate  of  my 
having  been  elected  a  corresponding  member  of  the  "New  Jersey 
Historical  Society,'*  transmitted  with  your  letter  of  25th  of  February 
last.  I  shall  not  fail  to  avail  myself  of  every  opportunity  that  may 
offer,  to  promote  the  views  of  an  Institution  so  generously  and  use- 
fully engaged  in  rescuing  from  destruction  the  remaining  materials  for 
illustrating  the  history  of  a  state  whose  early  annals  are  not  exceeded 
in  importance  and  interest  by  those  of  any  of  her  sisters  in  the  confe- 
deracy,— a  state  endeared  to  me  by  associations  and  recollections  that 
can  never  fade ;  which  was  the  home  of  my  ancestors,  and  which,  after 
many  years  of  absence,  I  am  proud  still  to  call  my  own  home. 

I  transmit  a  few  papers,  which  the  Society  may  perhaps  be  willing 
to  accept.  Although  they  throw  little  or  no  direct  light  upon  the 
history  of  New  Jersey,  they  will,  I  trust,  be  received  as  connected 
with  the  military  career  of  one  of  her  sons.  General  Elips  Dayton,  who 
served  his  country  faithfully  during  the  Revolution,  and  who,  before 
the  close  of  the  war,  was  honored  with  the  command  of  the  Jersey 
Brigade.  He  had  two  horses  shot  unuer  him  while  defending  the 
soil  of  his  own  state,  and  a  third  at  the  battle  of  Germantown.  I 
hope  it  may  be  in  my  power  at  some  future  period  to  present  to  the 
Society  a  short  sketch  of  his  life.  The  papers  now  sent  include  his 
several  commissions,  from  the  grade  of  Ensign  to  that  of  Major 
General.  There  is  also  among  them  a  brief  Journal  which  he  kept 
on  an  expedition  against  the  Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  Detroit,  in 
the  year  1764;  and  there  are  some  notes  of  the  battles  of  Brandy- 
wine  and  Germantown  and  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  made  by  him 
at  the  periods  M'hen  those  events  occurred.  Captain  Asgill,  to 
whom  some  of  the  papers  relate,  M^as  the  young  British  Officer  who 
was  detained  by  Gen.  Washington  in  retaliation  for  the  death  of 
Huddy.  He  was  released  through  the  intercession  of  the  Queen  of 
France,  and  his  death  was  announced  in  the  English  papers  a  few 
years  since  as  that  of  Lieutenant  General,  Sir  Charles  Asgill,  Baronet, 
A  narration  of  the  circumstances  of  his  detention  and  release  is  con- 
tained in  "  Thatcher's  Memoirs." 

The  reply,  which  I  transmit,  of  Baron  Steuben  to  an  address  pre- 
sented to  him  by  the  officers  of  the  Jersey  Line,  at  the  close  of  the 
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Revolution,  will  be  regarded  by  the  Society,  I  think,  as  possessing 
peculiar  interest. 

I  am.  Sir,  Very  respectfully,  Your  obed.  Serv., 

A.  O.  DAYTON. 

W.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq. 

Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  "  New  Jersey  Historical  Society" 


MAJOR  GENERAL  BARON  STUEBEN, 
To  the  Officers  of  the  New  Jersey  Line. 

FROM  THE  ORIGINAL  PRESENTED  TO  THE  SOCIETY  BY  A.  O.  DAYTON,  ESQ. 

Gentlemen, — 

I  have  received  the  address  with  which  you  have  been  pleased  to 
honor  me,  and  am  sensibly  affected  by  3^our  generous  sentiments 
towards  me.  I  hope  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe  that  I 
reciprocate  your  affectionate  expressions  in  the  fullest  manner  pos- 
sible. 

A  desire  of  fame  was  my  ruling  motive  for  visiting  America,  but 
when  I  saw  so  many  brave,  so  many  good  men  encountering  every 
species  of  distress  for  the  cause  of  their  country,  the  course  of  my 
ambition  was  changed,  and  my  only  wish  was  to  be  linked  in  the  chain 
of  friendship  with  those  supporters  of  their  country,  and  to  render 
that  country  which  had  given  birth  to  so  many  patriots,  every  service 
in  my  power.  If  my  labors  have  tended  to  advance  the  interest  of 
the  United  States,  to  you,  Gentlemen,  and  to  the  officers  of  the  Ameri- 
can Army,  are  they  indebted.  Your  approbation  gave  a  value  to  my 
instructions,  and  your  attention  to  discipline  has  justly  given  you  that 
character  as  military  men  which  you  enjoy. 

The  Representatives  of  the  United  States  know,  and  when  it  shall 
be  in  their  power,  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  that  they  will  reward, 
the  merit  of  the  Army,  and  make  them  return  to  private  life  as  happy 
as  it  is  honorable  ;  but  while  this  idea  gives  me  pleasure,  I  am  sensibly 
pained  at  the  recollection  that  the  amiable,  the  worthy  Colonel  Bar- 
ber  has,  by  an  untimely  death,  been  prevented  enjoying  with  you  the 
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reward  of  his  virtues.  Your  goodness  will  pardon — will  applaud  this 
tribute  paid  to  the  memory  of  a  man  who  was  an  ornament  to  your 
line,  to  the  Army,  and  to  America. 

Our  peculiar  situation  at  the  moment  of  parting,  prevented  my  tak- 
ing leave  of  you,  but  I  hope  the  officers  of  the  New  Jersey  line  will 
receive  my  sincere  wishes  for  their  happiness,  and  thanks  for  the 
friendship  with  which  they  honor  me — a  friendship  founded  in  virtue, 
and  which  it  shall  be  my  constant  endeavor  to  preserve  inviolate. 

With  sentiments  dictated  by  respect  and  the  warmest  attachment,  I 
have  the  honor  to  be,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

My  mh,  1783.  STEUBEN,  Maj.  Gen'l  U.  S.  A. 

The  Hon'ble  Brigadier  Gen.  Dayton,  and  the  officers  of  the  line  of 

New  Jersey. 


DONATIONS 

ANNOUNCED  MAY  16th,  1850. 

From  ihe  United  States. — State  Papers  of  the  2d  session  of  the  30th 
Congress  of  the  United  States.    19  vols.  8vo. 

From  the  American  Antiquarian  Society. — Proceedings  of  that  Society 
at  its  Annual  Meeting  Oct.  23,  1849. 

From  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York. — Docu- 
mentary History  of  New  York  by  E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  M.  D.  2nd 
volume.    1  vol.  8vo. 

Catalogue  of  the  New  York  State  Library.    1  vol.  8vo. 
1st,  2d  and  3d  Annual  Reports  of  the  Regents  of  the  University  of 
N.  Y.  on  the  condition  of  the  State  Cabinet  of  Natural  History. 
Reports  of  Trustees  of  N.  Y.  State  Library  for  the  years  1845, 
1846  and  1850. 

From  the   American  Philosophical   Society. — Proceedings   of  the 

Society,  Oct.  1849  to  March  1850. 
From  the  Maryland  Historical  Society. — Report  of  the  President  of 

the  Society  at  its  Annual  Meeting  for  1850. 
From  Prof.  A.  D.  Bache,  Svperintendent  of  Coast  Survey. — Map  of 

Nantucket  Haibor. 

Map  of  Huntington  Bay. 
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Map  of  Harbors  of  Captain's  Island  East  and  West. 

"   "  Harbors  of  Sheffield's  Island  and  Cawlkin's  Island. 
"   "  Mouth  of  Chester  River. 
From  Win.  A,  Whitehead. — Report  of  the  Case  of  Thos.  Kearny  and 

others  vs.  John  S.  Taylor  and  others  in  Circuit  Court  of  U.  S.  for 

District  of  N.  Jersey. 

Benezet's  Short  Account  of  the  Quakers. 

Spirit  of  Missions  for  1849. 
From  Hon.  James  G.  King. — Report  from  Acting  Secretary  of  Trea- 
sury communicating  Report  of  Commissioner  of  General  Land 

Office. 

Annual  Message  from  President  U.  States,  with  accompanying 

Documents,  1849-50. 

Other  Congressional  Documents. 
From  Wm.  H.  MoU,  Esq. — Seven  MSS.  Sermons  by  Rev.  L.  P.  Bay- 

ard,  preached  in  Trinity  Church,  New^ark. 

Incomplete  Files  of  the  St.  John's  Gazette  from  1800  to  1812. 
From  Sam'l  H.  Congar. — Aitkin's  General  Register  and  Calendar  for 

the  year  1774. 

Abstract  of  the  Proceedings  of  Corporation  for  the  Relief  of  Wid- 
ows and  Children  of  Clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
America,  1773. 

Churchman's  Magazine,  3  Nos.  1810-11. 

Newark  Gazette  for  Jan.  23,  1798,  and  Jan.  1,  1799. 
From  Jacob  Johnson. — Alden's  N.  J.  Register  for  1811. 

Incomplete  Minutes  of  tne  N.  York  Baptist  Association,  (including 

the  Baptist  Churches  in  N.  J.)  from  1806  to  1825. 

N.  Jersey  Supreme  Court  Reports  for  1834. 

Private  Acts  of  General  Assembly  of  N.  J.  1823. 

Journal  of  Council  N.  J.  1833. 

Printed  Copy  of  Will  of  Gen.  Washington. 

Citizens  and  Farmers'  Almanac,  1821. 
From  Nicholas  Booraem,  Esq.  New  Brunswick. — A  box  containing 

jLarnals  of  Proceedings,  Public  and  Private  Acts  of  Legislature  of 

N.  Jersey,  and  Manuscript  Records  of  Courts  in  Middlesex,  &;c. 
From  Sam'/  H.  Pennington.  —By-Laws  and  Annual  Reports  of  New 

Jersey  Lunatic  Asylum,  1848  and  '49. 

Report  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools. 

Address  before  the  Medical  Society  of  New  Jersey. 

Dr.  Griscom's  Address  before  Burlington  Bible  Society. 

Sundry  Pamphlets. 
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From  Jeptha  R.  Simms,  Fultonviile,  New  York — Trappers  of  N.  York : 
a  Biography  of  Nicholas  Stoner  and  Nath'l  Foster,  by  J.  R.  Simms. 
History  of  Schoharie  Co.  and  Border  Wars  of  New  York,  by  the 
same. 

The  American  Spy :  a  Tale  of  the  Revolution,  by  the  same. 
From  Alex.  B.  Thompson,  N.  York. — Charter,  Constitution,  and  By- 
Laws  of  St.  Nicholas  Society. 

MSS.  Notices  of  the  Baldwin  Family,  with  Correspondence  rela- 
tive thereto. 

From  Thomas  D.  James,  Esq.,  Albany,  N.  York. — The  Documentary 
History  of  New  York,  by  Dr.  O'Callaghan.    2  vols.  8vo. 

From  John  Warren,  Esq.,  N.  York. — Petitions  and  Memorials  of  the 
Proprietors  of  East  and  West  Jersey  to  the  Legislature,  (fee. 

From  J.  H.  Trumbull,  Esq.,  Connecticut. — Colonial  Records  of  Con- 
necticut.   1  vol.  8vo. 

From  David  A.  Hayes,  Esq. — Two  Discourses  occasioned  by  the 
Death  of  Gen.  Washington,  delivered  in  Newark,  by  Uzal  Ogden, 
D.  D. 

From  Hon.  Ira  C.  Whitehead. — General  Orders  of  Revolutionary 
Army  from  May  1,  1782,  to  Aug.  22,  1782,  in  1  MS.  vol. 
Brigade  Artillery  Orders  from  July  1,  to  Nov.  18,  1799,  in  1  MS. 
vol.    Both  froni  Papers  of  the  late  Gen.  Doughty. 

From  Col.  J.  D.  Graham,  U.  S.  Topographical  Engineers. — Message 
of  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  transmitting  Reports  of  Joint  Com- 
missioners and  Col.  Graham  in  relation  to  the  Boundary  Lines  be- 
tween the  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Maryland. 

From  R.  Nicholas,  Esq.,  Flanders,  N.  J. — Journal  of  Provincial  Con-- 
gress,  1765. 

Journal  of  Provincial  Congress  and  Committee  of  Safety,  1775. 
Address  by  Hon.  Lewis  Condict,  at  Morristown,  July  4,  1823. 
Trial  of  Alex.  McLeod  for  Murder  of  Amos  Durfee  and  Burning 
Steamer  Caroline,  &;c. 

Sundry  Congressional  and  Legislative  Pamphlets,  Speeches,  &;c. 

From  Hon.  J.  C.  Hornblower.— History  of  North  Carolina,  by  Dr. 
Hugh  Williamson.    2  vols.  8vo. 

From  Heirs  of  J.  S.  Howland,  through  Mr.  Gillies,  of  New  York. — 
Files  (more  or  less  complete)  for  several  years,  of  New  York  Eve- 
ning Post,  Journal  of  Commerce,  N.  York  Times,  Mercantile  Ad- 
vertiser, N.  York  Gazette,  N.  York  Tribune,  N.  Y.  Sun,  Evening 
Star,  and  other  N.  York  Papers. 

From  David  J.  Small,  Newark. — A  Washington  Copper  of  1783. 
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From  Archer  Gifford,  Esq. — A  letter  from  Col.  Johnson,  of  Salem, 
detailing  circumstances  in  relation  to  the  robbery  of  the  French  Pay- 
master during  Revolutionary  War. 

Fro7n  S.  Alofsen. — 137  Pamphlets  relating  to  different  Rail  Roads 
and  Canals  in  the  U.  States. 

A  Map  of  New  York  and  New  Haven  Rail  Road. 

The  Society  has  also  received,  with  but  little  irregularit}^,  the  fol- 
lowing Newspapers,  viz. : 

The  Daily  Sentinel  and  Advertiser,  published  at  Jersey  City. 

"    Somerset  Whig,  published  at  Somerville. 

"    Somerset  Messenger,  "  " 

"    Princeton  Whig. 

"    New  Brunswick  Fredonian. 

"    Paterson  Intelligencer. 

"    Warren  Journal,  published  at  Belvidere. 

"    New  Jersey  Journal,  published  at  Elizabethtown. 

"    New  Jersey  Advocate,  published  at  Rahway. 

"    Democratic  Banner,  published  at  Morristown. 

"    State  Gazette,  published  at  Trenton. 

"    Hunterdon  Co.  Democrat,  published  at  Flemington. 

"    Delaware  Valley  Diarist,  published  at  Lambertviile. 


MEMBERS  ELECTED 

May  mh,  1850. 

RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 
William  J.  Allison,  Burlington,  Jacob  B.  Gaddis,  Trenton, 

Tiiomas  H.  Whitney,  Glasshoro^  Gloucester  Co. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBER. 
John  Pennington,  Philadelphia. 


HONORARY  MEMBERS. 
Hon.  Henry  Clay,  Kentucky,  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  Massachusetts. 


TABLES 

OF  THE 

SiniNGS  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  ASSEMBLIES, 

WITH  THE 

NAMES    OF   THE  MEMBERS. 


[For  the  following  valuable  Document  the  Society  is  indebted  to 
Charles  G.  McChesney,  Esq.  Secretary  of  the  State.] 
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A  LIST  OF  THE  MEMBERS  OF  ASSEMBLY 
From  the  Surrender  in  the  year  1702,  to  the  Revolution j  in  1776. 


FIRST  ASSEMBLY,  1703. 


EASTERN  DIVISION. 

Thomas  Gordon, 
Miles  Foster, 
Obadiah  Bowne, 
Jedediah  Allen, 
Michael  Howden, 
Peter  Van  Este, 
John  Reid, 
John  Harrison, 
Cornelius  Tunison, 
Richard  Hartshorne, 
Richard  Townley. 


WESTERN  DIVISION. 

Peter  Fretwell, 
Thomas  Gardner, 
Thomas  Lambert, 
William  Biddle, 
William  Stevenson, 
Restore  Lippincott, 
John  Kay, 
John  Hugg,  Jr., 
Joseph  Cooper, 
William  Hall, 
John  Mason, 
John  Smith. 


SECOND 

EASTERN  DIVISION. 

John  Bowne, 
Richard  Hartshorne, 
Richard  Salter, 
Obadiah  Bowne, 
Anthony  Woodward, 
John  'I'unison, 
John  Lawrence, 
Jasper  Crane, 
Peter  Van  Este, 
Thomas  Gordon, 
John  Barclay, 
John  Royce. 


ASSEMBLY,  1704. 

WESTERN  DIVISION. 

Restore  Lippencott, 
John  Hugg, 
John  Kay, 
John  Smith, 
William  Hall, 
John  Mason, 
Thomas  Bryan, 
Robert  Wheeler, 
Peter  Fretwell, 
Thomas  Lambert, 
Thomas  Gardner, 
Joshua  Wright. 


EASTERN 

John  Harrison, 
Lewis  Morris, 
Elisha  Parker, 
Thomas  Farmar, 
Jasper  Crane, 
Daniel  Price, 


THIRD  ASSEMBLY,  1707. 


DIVISION. 


WESTERN  DIVISION. 

Peter  Canson, 
William  Hall,  of  Salem, 
Richard  Johnson, 
John  Thomson, 
Bartholomew  Wyat, 
John  Wills, 
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EASTERN  DIVISION — Continued. 
John  Bowne, 
William  liawrence, 
William  Morris, 
Enoch  Mackelson, 
John  Royce, 
Thomas  Gordon. 


WESTERN  DIVISION — Continued. 
Thomas  Bryan, 
Samuel  Jennings, 
Thomas  Gardner, 
John  Kay, 
Philip  Pawle. 


FOURTH  ASSEMBLY,  1708-9. 


EASTERN  DIVISION. 

Thomas  Gordon, 
Thomas  Farmar, 
Elisha  Parker, 
John  Royce, 
John  Harrison, 
Benjamin  Lyon, 
Gershom  Mott, 
Elisha  Lawrence, 
Peter  Simmons, 
John  Kinsey. 


WESTERN  DIVISION. 

Thomas  Gardner, 
Thomas  Rapier, 
Hugh  Sharp, 
Nathaniel  Crips, 
John  Kay, 
John  Kaign, 
Richard  Johnson, 
Nathaniel  Breading, 
Hugh  Middleton, 
John  Lewis, 
  Eldridge. 


City  of  Perth  Amboy, 
County  of  Middlesex, 
"  Monmouth, 
"       Essex,  - 
"  Somerset, 
"       Bergen,  - 
City  of  Burlington, 
County  of  Burlington, 
"  Gloucester, 
Tovm  of  Salem, 
County  of  Salem,  - 
"       Ca'pe  May, 


FIFTH  ASSEMBLY,  1709. 

Thomas  Gordon,  John  Harrison. 
John  Johnston,  George  Duncan. 
Elisha  Lawrence,  Gershom  Mott. 
John  Treat,  -->— — —  Price.* 
Thomas  Fitz  Randolph,   Dennis.* 


Lawrence  Van  Buskirk. 
Robert  Wheeler,  William  Bustil. 
Thomas  Lambert,  Samuel  Smith. 
John  Kay,  John  Kaign. 

John  Lewis,*    Parker.* 

 Shepherd,  Isaac  Sharp. 


Jacob  Spicer,  Peter  Fretwell. 


*  It  does  not  appear  by  the  minutes  to  which  county  these  members  belonged. 
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City  of  Perth  Amhoy, 
County  of  Middlesex, 
"  Monmouth, 
"       Essex,  ' 
"  Somerset, 
"       Bergen,  - 
City  of  Burlington, 
County  of  Burlington, 
"  Gloucester, 
Town  of  Salem,  -  - 
County  of  Salem,  - 
"       Cape  May, 


SIXTH  ASSEMBLY,  1710. 

■  John  Johnston,  John  Reid. 

-  Thomas  Farmar,  Adam  Hude. 
.  Gershom  Mott,  William  Lawrence. 

-  John  Treat,  Joseph  Marsh. 

-  Cornelius  Longfield,  John  Tunison. 

•  Andreas  Van  Buskirk,  William  Sandford. 

•  Robert  Wheeler,  Isaac  DeCow. 

•  Thomas  Lambert,  Joshua  Humphreys. 

-  John  Kay,  John  Kaighn. 
.  Hugh  Middleton,  John  Mason. 

•  Isaac  Sharp,  Barthol'w  Wyat. 

•  Jacob  Spicer,  Peter  Fretwell. 


SEVENTH  ASSEMBLY,  1716. 


City  of  Perth  Amboy, 
County  of  Middlesex, 
"  Monmouth, 
"       Essex,  - 
"  Somerset, 
"       Bergen,  - 
City  of  Burlington, 
County  of  Burlington, 
"  Gloucester, 
Town  of  Salem,  -  - 
County  of  Salem,  - 
"       Cape  May, 


Thomas  Farmar,  John  Harrison. 
John  Kinsey,  Charles  Morgan. 
William  Lawrence,  Elisha  Lawrence. 
Josiah  Ogden,  Joseph  Bonnell. 
Thomas  Hall,  Benjamin  Clark. 
Henry  Brockholst,*  David  Akerman.* 
Samuel  Smith,  Daniel  Smith. 
Jacob  Doughty,  Matthew  Champion. 
Daniel  Coxe,*  Richard  Bull.* 
Isaac  Sharp,  Henry  Joyce.* 
WiUiam  Hall,*  WilHam  Clews.* 
Jacob  Spicer,f  Jacob  Huling.* 


EIGHTH  ASSEMBLY,  1721. 

City  of  Perth  Amhoy,  •    -  John  Johnston,  Samuel  Leonard. 
County  of  Middlesex,  -    -  John  Kinsey,  Moses  Rolph. 

"       Monmouth,  •    -  William  Lawrence,  Garret  Schenck. 


*  Expelled  the  House  and  declared  incapable  of  being  re-elected, 
t  Resolved  to  be  incapable  of  sitting. 
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County  of  Essex,  - 
"  Somerset, 
"       Bergen,  - 
City  of  Burlington, 
County  of  Burlington, 
"  Gloucester, 
Town  of  Salem,  -  - 
County  of  Salem,  - 
"       Cape  May, 


Josiah  Ogden,  Joseph  BonnelL 
Robert  L.  Hooper,  Thomas  Leonard. 
William  Provost,  Isaac  Vangieson. 
John  Allen,  Jonathan  Wright. 
WilHam  Trent,  Thomas  Lambert. 
Samuel  Cole,  John  Mickle. 
John  Mason,  Thomas  Mason. 
Isaac  Sharp,  Bartholomew  Wyat. 
Humphrey  Hughes,  Nathaniel  Jenkins. 


NINTH 

City  of  Perth  Amhoy,  -  - 

County  of  Middlesex,  -  - 

"       Monmouth,  -  - 

"       Essex,        '  - 

"       Somerset,     -  - 

"       Bergen,  -    -  - 

City  of  Burlington,  -    -  - 

County  of  Burlington,  -  - 

"       Gloucester,  -  • 

"       Salem,    -    -  - 

"       Cape  May,  -  - 

Hmiterdon,  -  - 


ASSEMBLY  1727. 

John  Johnston,  Andrew  Johnston. 
John  Kinsey,  Jr.,  James  Hude. 
John  Eaton,  James  Grover. 
Joseph  Bonnell,  John  Cooper. 
Thomas  Hall,  Thomas  Farmar. 
Peter  Sonmans,  Lawrence  Van  Buskirk. 
John  Rodman,  Isaac  Pearson. 
Thomas  Lambert,  Mahlon  Stacy. 
John  Mickle,  William  Harrison. 
Joseph  Keems,  Thomas  Mason. 
Nathaniel  Jenkins,  Aaron  Leaming. 
John  Porterfield,  Joseph  Stout. 


TENTH  ASSEMBLY,  1730. 

City  of  Perth  Amboy,  -  -  John  Johnston,*  Gabriel  Stelle, 

County  of  Middlesex,  -  -  John  Kinsey,  James  Hude. 

"       Monmouth,  •  -  John  Eaton,  James  Grover. 

"       Essex,    -    -  -  John  Cooper,  Benjamin  Price. 

"       Somerset,    -  -  Isaac  Van  Zandt,f  George  Van  Este. 

**       Bergen,  -    -  -  Peter  Sonmans,  Lawrence  Van  Buskirk. 

City  of  Burlington,     -  -  Isaac  Pearson,  Richard  Smith. 

*  Died,  and  Andrew  Johnston  elected  in  his  stead, 
t  SuperEcded,  and  Peter  Dumont  elected  in  his  stead. 
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County  of  Burlingtorij  -    -  Mahlon  Stacy,  Joshua  Wright. 
"       Gloucester,  -    -  William  Harrison,  Joseph  Cooper. 
"       Salem,    -    -    -  James  Whitten,*  John  Brick. 
"       Cape  May,  -    -  Aaron  Learning,  Henry  Young. 
"       Hunterdon,  -    -  John  Porterfield,  Joseph  Stout. 


ELEVENTH  ASSEMBLY,  1738. 

City  of  Perth  Amhoy,  -    -  Andrew  Johnson,  Lewis  Johnson. 

-  James  Hude,  Edward  Antill, 

-  John  Eaton,  Cornelius  Vandervere. 

-  Joseph  Bonnell,  Josiah  Ogden. 

-  George  Van  Este,  Peter  Dumont. 

-  Lawrence  Van  Buskirk,  David  Demarest. 

-  Richard  Smith,  Isaac  Pearson. 

-  Mahlon  Stacy,  William  Cook. 

-  Joseph  Cooper,  John  Mickle. 

-  William  Hancock,  Joseph  Reeves. 


County  of  Middlesex,  - 

"       Monmouth  - 

"  Essex,  -  - 
"  Somerset, 

"       Bergen,  -  - 

City  of  Burlington,  -  - 

County  of  Burlington,  - 

"       Gloucester,  - 

"       Salem,    -  - 


Cape  May,  -  -  Aaron  Leaming,  Henry  Young. 
Hunterdon,  -    -  Benjamin  Smith,  John  Embly. 


TWELFTH  ASSEMBLY,  1740. 


City  of  Perth  Amhoy, 
County  of  Middlesex, 
"  Monmouth, 
"  Essex, 
"  Somerset, 
"       Bergen,  - 
City  of  Burlington,  - 
County  of  Burlington, 
"  Gloucester, 
"       Salem,  - 
"       Cape  May, 
"  Hunterdon, 


-  Andrew  Johnson,  Lewis  Johnson. 

-  Thomas  Farmar,  Robert  Hude. 

-  John  Eaton,  Cornelius  Vandervere. 

-  John  Low,  John  Rolph. 

-  John  V.  Middleswardt,  Thomas  Leonard. 

-  Lawrence  Van  Buskirk,  David  Demarest. 

-  Richard  Smith,  Isaac  Pearson. 

-  Mahlon  Stacy,  William  Cook. 

-  Joseph  Cooper,  John  Mickle. 

-  William  Hancock,  Richard  Smith. 

-  Aaron  Leaming,  Aaron  Leaming,  Jr. 

-  Benjamin  Smith,  Joseph  Peace. 


Died  and  William  Hancock  elected  in  his  place. 
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THIRTEENTH  ASSEMBLY,  1743. 


City  of  Perth  Amhoy, 
County  of  Middlesex, 
"  Monmouth, 
"  Essex, 
"  Somerset, 
"       Bergen,  - 
City  of  Burlington, 
County  of  Burlington, 
"  Gloucester, 
"       Salem,  - 
"       Caipe  May, 
"  Hunterdon, 


Andrew  Johnson,  Samuel  Leonard. 
Thomas  Farmar,  Samuel  Nevill. 
John  Eaton,  Robert  Lawrence. 
Joseph  Bonnell,  George  Vreeland. 
J.  V.  Middleswardt,  Derick  Van  Este. 
Lawrence  Van  Buskirk,  David  Demarest. 
Richard  Smith,  Isaac  Pearson. 
William  Cook,  Thomas  Shinn. 
Joseph  Cooper,  John  Mickle. 
William  Hancock,  Leonard  Gibbon. 
Aaron  Leaming,  John  Willets. 
William  Mott,  Andrew  Smith.* 


FOURTEENTH  ASSEMBLY,  1744. 


City  of  Perth  Amhoy,  - 
County  of  Middlesex,  - 
"       Monmouth,  - 
"       Essex,    -  - 
"  Somerset, 
"       Bergen,  -  - 
City  of  Burlington, 
County  of  Burlington,  - 
"       Gloucester,  - 
"       Salem,    -  - 
"       Cape  May,  - 
"       Hunterdon,  - 


Samuel  Nevill,  Samuel  Leonard. 
Robert  Hude,  William  Ouke. 
John  Eaton,  Robert  Lawrence. 
George  Vreeland,  John  Crane. 
J.  V.  Middleswardt,  Derrick  V.  Veghte. 
Lawrence  Van  Buskirk,  David  Demarest. 
Richard  Smith,  Isaac  Pearson. 
William  Cooke,  Thomas  Shinn. 
Joseph  Cooper,  John  Mickle. 
William  Hancock,  Moses  Shepherd, 
Henry  Young,  Jacob  Spicer. 
William  Mott,  Daniel  Doughty. 


FIFTEENTH  ASSEMBLY,  1745. 
City  of  Perth  Amhoy,  -    -  Samuel  Nevill,  Pontius  Stelle. 
County  of  Middlesex,  -    -  John  Heard,  John  Moores. 

"       Monmouth,  -    -  John  Eaton,  Robert  Lawrence. 

"       Essex,    -    -    -  John  Crane,  John  Low. 


His  election  set  aside,  and  Daniel  Doughty  elected. 
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**       Somerset^     -  -  J.  V.  Middleswardt,  Hendrick  Fisher. 

"       Bergen,  -    -  -  Lawrence  Van  Buskirk,  David  Demarest. 

City  of  Burlington,     -  -  Richard  Smith,  Daniel  Smith. 

County  of  Burlington,  •  -  William  Cook,  Samuel  Wright. 

"       Gloucester,  -  -  Joseph  Cooper,  Ebenezer  Hopkins. 

"       Salem,    -    -  -  William  Hancock,  John  Brick. 

"       Cape  May,  -  -  Aaron  Learning,  Jr.,  Jacob  Spicer. 

"       Hunterdon^  -  -  William  Mott,  Daniel  Doughty. 


SIXTEENTH  ASSEMBLY,  1746. 


City  of  Perth  Amhoy, 
County  of  Middlesex, 
"  Monmouth, 
"  Essex, 
"  Somerset, 
"       Bergen,  - 
City  of  Burlington, 
County  of  Burlington, 
"  Gloucester, 
"       Salem,  - 
"       Cape  May, 
**  Hunterdon, 


-  Samuel  Neville,  Pontius  Stelle. 

-  Philip  Kearney,  John  Heard. 

-  John  Eaton,  Robert  Lawrence. 

-  John  Crane,  John  Low. 

-  J.  V.  Middleswardt,  Hendrick  Fisher. 

-  Lawrence  Van  Buskirk,  David  Demarest. 

-  Richard  Smith,  Daniel  Smith. 

-  William  Cook,  Samuel  Wright. 

-  Joseph  Cooper,  Ebenezer  Hopkins. 

-  William  Hancock,  John  Brick. 

-  Aaron  Leaming,  Jr.,  Jacob  Spicer. 

-  William  Mott,  John  Embly. 


SEVENTEENTH  ASSEMBLY,  1749. 


City  of  Perth  Amhoy, 
County  of  Middlesex, 
"  Monmouth, 
"       Essex,  - 
"  Somerset, 
"       Bergen,  • 
City  of  Burlington,  - 
County  of  Burlington, 
"  Gloucester, 
"       Salem,  • 


-  Samuel  Nevill,  Lewis  Johnson. 

-  John  Wetherill,  James  Smith. 

-  John  Eaton,  Robert  Lawrence. 

-  John  Crane,  Joseph  Camp. 

.  J.  V.  Middleswardt,  Hendrick  Fisher. 

-  Lawrence  Van  Buskirk,  Derick  Dey. 

-  Richard  Smith,  Jr.,  Daniel  Smith. 

-  William  Cook,  Joshua  Bispham. 

-  Joseph  Cooper,  James  Hinchman. 

-  William  Hancock,  John  Brick. 
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County  of  Cape  May,  -    •  Aaron  Learning,  Jacob  8picer. 
"       Hunterdon,  -    -  William  Mott,  John  Embly, 


EIGHTEENTH  ASSEMBLY,  1751. 


City  of  Perth  Amboy, 
County  of  Middlesex, 
"  Monmouth, 
"       Essex,  • 
"  Somerset, 
"       Bergen,  - 
City  of  Burlington, 
County  of  Burlington, 
"  Gloucester, 
"       Salem,  - 
"       Cape  May, 
"  Hunterdon, 


'  John  Stevens,  John  Johnson. 

-  John  Wetherill,  Shebawl  Smith. 

-  Robert  Lawrence,  James  Holmes. 

-  John  Low,  Robert  Ogden. 

-  J.  V.  Middleswardt,  Hendrick  Fisher. 

-  Derick  Dey,  Cornelius  Van  Vorst. 

-  Charles  Read,  John  Deacon. 

-  William  Cook,  Barzillai  Newbold. 

-  William  Mickle,  Joseph  Ellis. 

-  William  Hancock,  John  Brick. 

-  Aaron  Leaming,  Jacob  Spicer. 

-  William  Mott,  John  Embly. 


NINETEENTH  ASSEMBLY,  1754. 


City  of  Perth  Amboy, 
County  of  Middlesex, 
"  Monmouth, 
"       Essex,  - 
"      Bergen,  - 
City  of  Burlington,  - 
County  of  Burlington, 
"  Gloucester, 
"       Salem,  - 
i*       Cape  May, 
"  Somerset, 
"  Hunterdon, 


John  Stev6ns,  John  Johnson.* 
Samuel  Nevill,  John  Wetherill. 
Robert  Lawrence,  James  Holmes. 
Jacob  DeHart,f  Richard  Bradbury. J 
George  Vreeland,  Rinear  Vangieson. 
Charles  Read,  Samuel  Smith. 
Barzillai  Newbold,§  Henry  Paxson, 
John  Ladd,  Samuel  Clement. 
William  Hancock,  Ebenezer  Miller. 
Aaron  Leaming,  Jacob  Spicer. 
Hendrick  Fisher,  John  Hoagland. 
Joseph  Yard,  Peter  Middah. 


*  Died,  and  Andrew  Smyth  chosen. 

t  Accepted  a  post  of  profits  and  Robert  Ogden  choEen. 

I  Seat  vacated,  and  John  Ogden  chosen. 

^  Died,  and  Samuel  Stokes  chosen. 
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TWENTIETH  ASSEMBLY,  1761. 


City  of  Perth  Amboy, 
County  of  Middlesex, 
"  Monmouth, 

Essex, 
"  Somerset, 
"       Bergen,  - 
City  of  Burlington, 
County  of  Burlington, 
"  Gloucester,^ 
"       Salem,  - 
"       Cape  May, 
"  Hunterdon, 


John  Stevens,*  Andrew  Smyth.f 
Samuel  Nevill,|  John  Wetherill. 
James  Holmes,§  Richard  Lawrence. 
Robert  Ogden,||  John  Ogden. 
Hendrick  Fisher,  John  Hoagland.lT 
Rinear  Vangieson,  Theunis  Dey. 
Samuel  Smith,**  John  Lawrence. 
Daniel  Doughty,  Joseph  Borden. 
Samuel  Clement,-j-f  David  Cooper. 
William  Hancock,||  Eleazer  Miller. 
Aaron  Leaming,  Jacob  Spicer.§§ 
George  Reading,  John  Hart. 


TWENTY- 

City  of  Perth  Amhoy,  - 
County  of  Middlesex,  - 
"       Monmouth,  • 
"       Essex,    -  - 
"  Somerset, 
"       Bergen,  -  - 
City  of  Burlington, 
County  of  Burlington,  - 
"       Gloucester,  - 
"       Salem,    -  - 
"       Cape  May,  - 
"       Hunterdon,  - 


FIRST  ASSEMBLY,  1769. 

-  Cortland  Skinner,  John  L.  Johnson. 

-  John  Wetherill,  Reune  Runyon. 

-  Robert  Hartshorne,  Edward  Taylor. 

-  John  Ogden,  Stephen  Crane. 

-  Hendrick  Fisher,  John  Berrien. 

-  Theunis  Dey,  John  Demarest. 

-  Abraham  Hewlings,  Joseph  Smith. 

-  Henry  Paxson,  Joseph  Bullock. 

-  Robert  Friend  Price,  John  Hinchman. 

-  Ebenezer  Miller,  Isaac  Sharp.  |||| 

-  Aaron  Leaming,  Nicholas  Stilwell.lTir 

-  John  Hart,  Samuel  Tucker. 


*  Summoned  to  the  Upper  House,  and  John  Johnson  chosen. 

t  Died,  and  Cortland t  Skinner  chosen. 

X  Died,  and  Reune  Runyon  chosen. 

^  Died,  and  John  Anderson  chosen. 

II  Resigned,  and  Stephen  Crane  chosen. 

IT  Died,  and  Abraham  Van  Este  chosen. 

**  Summoned  to  the  Upper  Housd,  and  T.  Rodman  chosen. 

tt  Died. 

\t  Died,  and  E.  Keasby  chosen. 

Died  in  1765,  and  N.  Stillwell  chosen, 
nil  Died,  and  Grant  Gibbon  chosen. 
II II  Died,  and  Jonathan  Hand  chosen. 
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TWENTY-SECOND  ASSEMBLY,  1772. 

City  of  Perth  Amboy,  •  -  Cortlandt  Skinner,  John  Combs. 

County  of  Middlesex,  -  -  John  Wetherill,  John  Mo  ores.* 

"       Monmouth,  -  -  Edward  Taylor,  Richard  Lawrence. 

"       Essex,     -    -  -  Stephen  Crane,  Henry  Garriste, 

"       Somerset,     -  -  Hendrick  Fisher,  John  Roy. 

"       Bergen,  -    •  -  Theunis  Dey,  Johannes  Demarest. 

"       Morris,  -    -  -  Jacob  Ford,  WilHani  Winds, 

City  of  Burlington,  -    -  •  James  Kinsey,  Thomas  P.  Hewlings. 

County  of  Burlington,  -  -  Henry  Paxson,  Anthony  Sykes. 

"       Salem,    -    -  -  Grant  Gibbon,  Benjamin  Holme. 

"       Gloucester,  -  ■  John  Hinchman,  Robert  F.  Price. 

"       Cape  May,  -  -  Jonathan  Hand,  Eli  Eldridge. 

"       Hunterdon,  -  -  Samuel  Tucker,  John  Mehelm. 

"       Cumberland,  ■  John  Shepherd,  Thcophilus  Elmer. 

"       Sussex,   -    -  -  Thomas  Van  Horne,f  Nathaniel  Pcttit. 


*  Died,  and  Azariah  Dunham  chosen, 
1  Died,  and  Joseph  Barton  chosen. 


ORDERS 


OF 

GENERALS  SCHUYLER  AND  SULLIVAN 

TO 

COLONEL  JONATHAN  DAYTON,  1776: 

Dkecting  him  to  proceed  to  Johnstown,  New  York,  for  the  purpose 
of  capturing  Sir  John  Johnson. 

Printed  from  the  Originals  presented  to  the  Society  by  Aaron  Ogden 
Dayton,  Esq.  of  Washington  City. 

For  the  result  of  Col.  Dayton's  Mission  and  other  information 
respecting  the  Expedition,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Lieut.  Elmer's 
Journal  in  Vol.  II,  of  the  Society's  Proceedings,  p.  113,  &;c. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  COLONEL  DAYTON. 

Saratoga,  May  14,  1776. 

Sir,— 

General  Sullivan  will  order  you  to  proceed  to  Johnstown  with  a 
Detachment  of  the  Regiment  under  your  Command  :  On  your  arrival 
there  you  will  take  up  your  Quarters  at  the  House  of  Gilbert  Tree 
Innholder,  and  give  Notice  to  the  Highlanders  who  live  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Town  to  repair  to  it ; '  and  when  any  Number  are  collected 
there,  you  will  send  off  their  Baggage,  Infirm  Women  and  Children 
in  Waggons,  for  which  you  will  apply  to  the  Committee  of  Tryon 
County,  or  some  of  them. 

You  will  make  an  exact  List  of  the  Men,  Women,  and  Children, 
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distinguishing  those  under  five  years  old,  and  those  from  five  and 
under  Twelve  from  those  beyond  that  age.  Copy  of  which  you  will 
transmit  to  me. 

You  will  give  the  strictest  Order  that  no  abuse  be  given  to  the 
Persons  of  these  People,  and  that  all  their  Effects  be  secur'd  in  such 
a  manner  that  the  most  trifling  Part  of  their  Property  may  not  be 
destroyed. 

After  having  secur'd  the  Highlanders  you  will  let  Sir  John  Johnson 
know  that  you  have  a  Letter  from  me  which  you  are  ordered  to  de- 
liver in  Person,  and  beg  his  attendance  to  receive  it.  If  he  comes,  as 
soon  as  you  have  delivered  the  Letter,  and  he  has  read  it,  you  are 
to  make  him  close  Prisoner,  and  carefully  guard  him  that  he  may  not 
have  the  least  opportunity  of  Escape.  When  you  have  done  this 
you  are  to  repair  to  his  House,  taking  him  with  you,  and  after  having 
plac'd  proper  Sentinels  to  prevent  any  Person  belonging  to  the  Family 
from  carrying  out  Papers,  you  are  to  examine  his  Papers  in  his  own 
Presence,  and  in  the  Presence  of  William  Duer,  Esquire  who  accom- 
panies you ;  and  with  whom  I  wish  you  to  consult  when  any  Difficulty 
arises. 

If  you  find  any  papers  relative  to  any  intended  Operations  against 
the  Cause  of  America,  or  any  Letters  from  British  Governors  or 
Officers  or  Agents  of  the  Ministry,  you  will  make  a  List  of  such 
Papers  and  Letters,  Copy  whereof  you  will  deliver  to  Sir  John  John- 
son, and  another,  together  with  such  Papers  and  Letters,  you  will 
transmit  to  me. 

You  and  Mr.  Duer  will  both  give  your  Words  of  Honor  that  you 
will  discover  to  no  Persons  whatever  the  Contents  of  any  Papers  or 
Letters  which  are  of  a  private  Nature,  and  which  do  not  effect  the 
Cause  of  America. 

Although  Sir  John  Johnson  is  to  be  closely  guarded  he  is  by  no 
means  to  experience  the  least  ill  treatment  in  his  own  Person,  or  those 
of  his  Family :  and  you  are  to  be  particularly  careful  that  none  of 
the  men  under  your  Command,  or  any  Persons  whatever,  destroy,  or 
take  away  the  most  trifling  Part  of  his  Property,  except  Arms,  and 
Ammunition,  which  you  are  to  secure  and  bring  dovm  with  you  and 
deliver  to  Mr.  Philip  V.  Renslaer,  Store-Keeper,  with  a  Charge  to  keep 
them  safe  'till  further  orders  from  me. 

In  securing  Sir  John  Johnson,  and  in  searching  his  House,  I  wish 
the  least  Tumult  possible,  and  to  that  End,  you  are  not  to  suffer  a 
private  soldier  to  enter,  uidess  by  your  immediate  Order. 

You  will  constantly  keep  strong  Guards,  and  a  good  Lookout  that 
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you  may  not  experience  a  Surprise  both  in  marching  up,  whilst  you 
remain  there,  and  on  your  Return.    Having  secur'd  Sir  John  Johnson, 
and  brought  him  to  Albany,  you  are  there  to  cause  him  to  be  guarded 
with  the  same  Attention,  and  to  send  me  Notice  of  his  Arrival. 
I  am  Sir  your  most  Hum.  Servant, 

PH:  SCHUYLER,  M.  General. 


GENERAL  SCHUYLER  TO  SIR  JOHN  JOHNSON, 

ACCOMPANYING  THE  FOREGOING. 

Saratoga,  May  lHh,  1776. 

Sir,— 

After  candidly  scanning,  cooly  considering  and  comparing  the 
variety  of  Information  which  Imputes  to  you  the  most  Hostile  Inten- 
tions against  the  Country,  I  could  have  wished  for  the  sake  of  human 
nature  to  have  them  groundless,  unhappily  they  are  so  well  supported 
by  the  testimony  even  of  those  who  were  Intrusted  with  the  Secret  of 
your  Intended  operations  and  whose  Remorse  has  Induced  them  to  a 
full  discovery,  as  not  not  to  leave  a  doubt  upon  my  mind  that  you 
have  acted  contrary  to  the  sacred  Engagements  you  lay  under  to  me, 
and  thro'  me  to  the  public.  It  is  therefore  necessary  for  the  safety  of 
the  Inhabitants  and  the  weal  of  the  Country  that  I  should  put  it  out 
of  Your  power  to  Embroil  it  in  domestic  Confusion,  and  have  there- 
fore ordered  you  to  be  made  close  prisoner,  hereby  discharging  you 
from  your  parole,  and  sent  down  to  Albany  to  be  thence  conveyed  to 
his  Excellency  General  Washington :  but  Influenced  by,  and  acting 
upon  principles  which  will  never  Qccasion  a  remorse  of  Conscience, 
I  have  at  the  same  time  ordered  that  no  Insult  should  be  offered  to 
Your  person  or  family  and  that  Your  property  should  be  guarded  and 
secured  with  a  scrupulous  attention,  for  Sir,  American  Commanders 
engaged  in  the  Cause  of  Liberty  remain  uninfluenced  by  the  savage 
and  Brutal  Example  which  has  been  given  by  the  British  officers,  In 
wantonly  setting  on  fire  the  buildings  of  Individuals  and  otherwise 
destroying  their  property. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Humble  Servant, 

PH:  SCHUYLER. 

To  Sir  John  Johnson,  P,art. 
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GENERAL  SULLIVAN  TO  COLONEL  DAYTON. 

Albany,  May  llih,  1776. 

Sir,— 

In  your  march  from  this  to  Tryon  County,  and  at  that  place, 
every  method  must  be  used  to  prevent  the  Soldiers  from  Firing  their 
pieces.  Insulting  the -Inhabitants  or  doing  any  act  of  Rudeness  what- 
ever— a  Strict  Silence  must  be  observed  by  the  men  at  all  Times. 
When  you  are  arrived  and  have  Seized  Sir  John  Johnson,  you  are  to 
seize  the  following  persons  or  either  of  them  which  you  may  find  at 
his  House,  namely :  James  Grey,  John  Munro,  Thomas  Swords, 
Capt.  Mc Alpine,  Hugh  Munro,  Mr.  Clyde  of  Stillwater,  Isaac  Mann 
of  Stillwater,  or  either  of  his  sons,  Joseph  Anderson  or  Samuel  An- 
derson. 

Your  men  are  frequently  to  be  Cautioned  against  offering  any 
Insult  or  abuse  to  the  Indians,  as  one  act  of  Rudeness  in  a  Soldier 
might  Involve  America  in  a  Dangerous  war  with  a  Savage  Enemy. 
Sir  I  am  your  Humble  Servant, 

JNO.  SULLIVAN,  B.  General. 

Colo.  Dayton. 


PEOCEEDINGS 


OP  THE 


NEW  JERSEY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


Vol.  V.  1850.  No.  2. 


MoRRisTowN,  September  12th,  1850. 
The  Society  met  at  this  place  to  day  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.,  accord- 
ing to  adjournment ;  the  President  in  the  chair — the  first  Vice  Presi- 
dent being  also  present. 

After  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  apprt)ved,  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  laid  upon  the  table  the  correspondence  of 
the  Society.  The  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  the  Hon.  Randolph 
Manning,  of  Michigan,  Mr.  John  Pennington,  of  Phila.,  and  Mr.  O.  B. 
Brown,  of  Washington  City,  acknowledged  their  election,  the  first  as 
an  honorary,  the  others  as  corresponding  members.  Communications 
had  been  exchanged  with  the  Historical  Societies  of  Connecticut  and 
Vermont,  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
various  individuals,  in  relation  to  the  operations  of  the  Society. 

The  Librarian  announced  the  donations  received  since  May  from 
various  societies  and  individuals. 

The  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  of  cash  on  hand  of  8280  12,  with 
large  arrearages  due. 

Dr.  Murray,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  reported 
verbally  in  relation  to  a  proposed  alteration  in  the  mode  of  publishing 
the  "  Proceedings,''  which  was  submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  at  the  previous  meeting — expressing  the  conviction  that, 
notwithstanding  the  inconvenience  arising  from  the  non-payment  of 
subscriptions,  it  was  advisable  to  continue  to  issue  the  publication  as 
at  present — at  t|ie  rate  of  f  1  per  annum  to  all  who  received  it. 
6 
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Hon.  Wm.  a.  Duer,  from  the  Committee  on  Publications,  reported, 
that  since  the  last  meeting,  the  first  number  of  the  5th  volume  of  the 
"  Proceedings  of  the  Society"  had  been  published,  but  no  change  had 
taken  place  in  the  financial  condition  of  the  publication.  The  same 
want  of  promptness  in  the  transmission  of  the  subscription  price  which 
had  frequently  been  adverted  to  still  prevailed  ;  a  large  number  con- 
tinuing regardless  of  the  reiterated  request  of  the  Committee  to  be 
relieved  from  the  unpleasantness  of  reporting  the  large  arrearages  due 
for  the  publication.  Enough  copies  were  distributed  to  cover  every 
expense,  and  to  allow  of  considerable  enlargement  of  the  numbers, 
were  the  subscriptions  regularly  paid. 

At  the  last  meeting,  the  Committee  were  directed  to  report  what 
materials  were  in  possession  of  the  Society  for  another  volume  of 
"  Collections,"  and  whether  it  is  desirable  to  publish  one  this  year. 

In  pursuance  thereof,  the  Committee  reported,  that  the  papers  and 
correspondence  of  Governor  Lewis  Morris,  which  were  among  the 
Society's  Manuscripts,  would  furnish  matter  for  a  volume  of  great 
and  general  interest.  Referring  to  a  period  in  the  history  of  New  Jer- 
sey— from  1730  to  1746 — which,  though  fraught  with  events  whose 
influence  was  long  felt,  has  been  very  very  imperfectly  noticed  by  his- 
torians, these  papers,  judiciously  edited,  with  explanatory  notes  and 
illustrative  matter  from  other  sources,  would  prove  valuable  contribu- 
tion to  the  historical  literature  of  the  State  and  country,  and  the  Com- 
mittee recommended  the  adoption  of  measures  looking  to  the  publi- 
cation of  another  volume. 

It  would  seem  to  be  the  duty  of  the  Society  to  disseminate  as  widely 
as  possible  the  historical  imformation  it  may  gather  through  the  agency 
of  its  members.  The  regular  publication  of  a  volume  referring  to  the 
history  of  the  State,  annually,  or,  at  the  farthest,  every  second  year,  in 
addition  to  its  current  proceedings,  was  therefore  matter  of  much  mo- 
ment, and  the  expenditure  of  its  funds  in  that  way  entirely  consistent 
with,  if  not  preeminently  required  by  the  Constitution.  The  collec- 
ting of  rare  works  for  its  library,  while  perfectly  in  accordance  with 
its  aims,  placing  within  the  reach  of  members  and  others,  facilities  for 
research,  was  in  reality  less  likely  to  promote  a  knowledge  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  State  than  the  publication  of  such  volumes,  and  consequent- 
ly the  possibility  of  no  immediate  remuneration  from  their  sale,  should 
not  deter  ^he  Society  from  issuing  them  regularly. 

But  the  experience  of  the  Society,  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view, 
was  not  adverse  to  such  a  course.  Of  the  first  volume  of  the  Collec- 
tions, not  a  single  copy  remains  unsold,  except  a  certain  number  re- 
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tained  for  exchanges  with  other  institutions,  the  entire  cost  of  the  edi- 
tion having  been  refunded  the  Treasury :  and  the  other  volumes  w^ould 
probably  in  time  shovi^  a  like  result. 

The  Committee,  therefore,  offered  as  the  basis  of  action  by  the 
Society  the  foUovs^ing  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Publications  adopt  such  measures 
as  they  may  deem  expedient  for  the  due  preparation  of  another  vol- 
ume of*  Collections,'  from  the  papers  and  correspondence  of  Governor 
Lewis  Morris ;  and  that  they  submit  the  same  to  the  Society  when 
ready  for  publication. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Peter  S.  Duryee,  from  the  Committee  charged  with  the 
management  and  expenditure  of  the  Colonial  Document  Fund,  report- 
ed that  they  had  not  yet  received  from  Mr.  Stevens  the  Analytical 
Index  to  the  New  Jersey  papers,  in  the  preparation  of  which  he  has 
been  engaged  in  England,  but  were  pleased  to  be  able  to  announce 
to  the  Society  the  completion  of  the  work. 

The  Hon.  Wm.  B.  Kinney,  whose  interest  in  the  Society  since  its 
organization  has  been  at  all  times  manifested,  was  requested, — on  his 
way  to  assume  the  duties  of  his  official  station  at  Turin,  to  which  he 
has  been  assigned  by  the  General  Government, — to  see  Mr.  Stevens 
in  London  and  inspect  his  work.  Under  date  of  July  9th, lie  pays  a 
well  deserved  compliment  to  Mr  Stevens  for  his  earnest  and  success- 
ful labors  in  elucidating  American  history,  and  says:  "His  digest  of  the 
New  Jersey  Colonial  Records  will  prove  an  invaluable  addition  to  the 
Society's  papers.  It  has  been  a  work  of  great  labor,  and  the  actual 
cost  incurred  in  it — it  includes,  I  believe,  near  2000  slips — (each  doc- 
ument being  separately  described)  exceeds  very  far  the  amount  received 
from  home.  I  hope  some  means  will  be  devised  of  repaying  the  ex- 
pense." 

The  amount  which  it  was  intended  to  raise  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
curing the  Index  was  8600 — but  the  Committee  have  only  received 
$530,  and  would  be  pleased  to  receive  further  contributions  from  any 
interested  in  this  important  measure. 

Dr.  Murray,  from  the  Nominating  Committee,  reported  favorably 
upon  a  number  of  names  submitted  to  them  at  the  last  meeting,  and 
the  gentlemen  were  duly  elected  honorary  or  resident  members,  and 
new  nominations  were  received. 

Judge  Duer,  after  some  remarks  in  relation  to  the  large  amount 
due  the  Society  from  its  members,,  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 
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Resolved,  That  the  Secretaries  and  the  Treasurer  be  a  Committee 
to  devise  some  mode  of  collecHngthe  arrearages  of  members,  and  may 
in  their  discretion,  appoint  a  special  agent  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Whitehead  drew  the  attention  of  the  Society  to  Four  Colo- 
nial Stamps,  received  from  the  Hon.  Wm.  Brown,  M.  P.,  for  Liverpool, 
through  Mr.  Kinney,  U.  S.  Charge  d' Affairs  to  Turin,  duly  authentica- 
ted as  those  prepared  under  the  famous  stamp  act  for  use  in  America ; 
a  box  containing  a  quantity  of  them,  having  been  recently  discovered 
in  one  of  the  departments  at  London. 

'1  hese  stamps  were  for  two  shillings  and  sixpence  each,  being  such 
as  were  to  be  attached  to  deeds  or  grants  of  land,  bonds,  letters  of  at- 
torney, &;c.  They  are  impressed  on  colored  paper,  which  is  glued 
upon  vellum,  the  device  being  the  crown  above  a  circular  scroll  bear- 
ing the  motto  ''Hani  soil  qui  mal  y  pense,"  with  the  word  "America" 
above,  and  the  denomination  of  the  stamp  below.  On  the  reverse  of 
each,  is  a  crown  with  the  letters  G.  R. 

The  Chair  appointed  Messrs.  Gifford  and  Duryee  a  Committee  to 
audit  the  Treasurer's  accounts,  preparatory  to  the  annual  meeting,  and 
Messrs.  J.  G.King  and  S.  H.  Pennington,  to  supply  vacancies  in  the 
Committee  on  Publications,  occasioned  by  the  removal  from  the  State, 
of  Charles  King,  Esq.,  and  Hon.  Wm.  B.  Kinney. 

Dr.  Murray  submitted  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  procure  from 
competent  hands  reliable  memoirs  of  distinguished  Jerseymen  whose 
characters  and  careers  have  reflected  honor  upon  the  State ;  with  a 
view  to  the  publication  of  a  volume  of  biography  by  the  Society. 

The  mover  adverted  to  the  great  want  of  authentic  information  re- 
specting many  individuals  who  have  filled  important  stations  in  New 
Jersey,  and  of  whom  it  is  now  difficult  to  obtain  reliable  biographies; 
and  it  was  very  desirable  that  some  now  living  should  be  appealed  to, 
to  preserve  from  like  neglect  or  oblivion  the  lives  of  ancestors,  or  others 
respecting  whom  they  possessed  the  requisite  information. 

After  some  remarks  from  Messrs.  Gifford,  Proudfit  and  Bradley,  the 
resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  Chair  appointed  as  the  committee, 
Messrs.  Murray,  Kirkpatrick  and  Bradley. 

Mr.  Gifford  called  up  a  resolution  offered  by  him  in  November, 
1845 — which  was  then  referred  to  the  Executive  Committee,  but  nev- 
er acted  on, — which,  after  some  discussion,  participated  in  by  Drs. 
Murray  and  Proudfit,  and  Messrs.  Jackson  and  Whitehead,  was  amen- 
ded and  passed  as  follows  : 

Resolved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  collect  information 
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from  distinguished  persons  of  our  State,  with  regard  to  such  events  of 
their  own  times,  in  which  they  may  have  participated,  or  of  which  they 
had  knowledge  as  may  be  interesting  to  the  historian,  or  useful  to  the 
biographer ; — to  be  deposited  in  the  confidential  archives  of  the  Soci- 
ety : — and  that  the  attention  of  the  said  Committee  be  specially  direc- 
ted to  the  collection  of  personal  anecdotes  and  conversations  of  distin- 
guished Jerseymen  illustrative  of  individual  character  and  qualities, 
which  would  otherwise  pass  into  oblivion, 

Messrs.  Gifford,  S.  II.  Congar,  J.  J.  Chetwood,  Field,  Wood,  Mc 
Lean  and  Mickle  were  appointed  the  Committee. 

The  discussion  to  which  this  resolution  gave  rise,  elicited  many  in- 
teresting anecdotes  of  Dr.  Witherspoon  and  others  ;  affording  a  prac- 
tical illustration  of  the  effects  of  the  resolution. 

A  paper  was  then  read  by  Mr.  Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  giving  a 
detailed  account  of  the  controversy  between  Governor  Franklin  and 
the  Provincial  Assembly  respecting  the  robbery  of  the  Treasury  in  1768; 
and,  in  connection  therewith,  a  narrative  of  the  circumstances  which 
led  to  the  implication  of  Sam.  Ford,  a  noted  counterfeiter  of  that 
period.  A  copy  of  the  paper  was  requested  for  the  archives  of  the 
Society. 

Mr.  James  J.  Scofield  presented  a  manuscript  volume  of  orders  is- 
sued to  the  American  Army  at  Valley  Forge,  from  16th  May  1776  to 
1st  June  1778. 

Rev.  Dr.  Messler  presented  several  of  the  first  volumes  of  the  New 
Jersey  Journal,  &;c. 

The  Society  then  took  recess,  enabling  the  members  to  visit  some 
of  the  objects  and  localities  of  interest  in  the  neighborhood,  and  on 
reassembling  at  2  o'clock,  a  paper  was  read  by  Rev.  Abraham  Mess- 
ler, D.  D.,  of  Somerville,  on  "  The  Hollanders  in  New  Jersey  and  no- 
tices of  some  of  their  descendants" — having  especial  reference  to  the 
settlements  on  the  Raritan. 

On  motion  of  Judge  Duer — 

Resolved,  that  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Messier,  for  the  very  able  and  interesting  paper  he  has  read, 
and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  to  the  Committee  on  Publi- 
cation. 

The  Society  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  Trenton  on  the  third  Thurs- 
day of  January  next. 


MEMBERS  ELECTED 


S  EPTEMBER  12th,  1850. 


RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 
Abner  Campbell,  Ntwark.  Alexander  N.  Dougherty,  Jr.,  M.  D.,  Newark. 

Oliver  J.  Hayes,  Esq.,  Newark. 

Peter  McMartin,  Esq.,  Jersey  City. 

George  Opdyke,  Esq.,  Newark. 
Alexander  C.  Taylor,  M.  D.,  Newark.      Edward  H.  Wright,  Esq.,  Newark. 

HONORARY  MEMBERS. 
Erastus  Smith,  Esq.,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Rev.  William  B.  Stevens,  D.  D.,  Philadelphia. 


DONATIONS 

ANNOUNCED   SEPTEMBER   12th,  1850. 


From  the  Rev.  G.  C.  SchancJc,  of  Pompton  Plains,  a  Defence  of  a 
Sermon  preached  at  Newark,  June  2d,  1736,  (supposed  to  have  been 
addressed  by  Rev.  Jona  Dickinson,  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Beach  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.) 

Fragments  of  three  Sermons,  by  the  Rev.  Theodorus  Jacobus  Fre- 
linghuisen,  in  Dutch. 

Keten  der  Goddelyke  Waarheden,  dec,  by  Gerard  Haeghvort,  Pre- 
dikant  te  Second  River. 

Fragments  of  a  Discourse  on  the  Marks  of  the  True  Church  &c.,  by 
Gerrit  Ly decker,  1766. 

De  Groote  Gelukzaligherd  van  Godts  Volk  in  dit  Leven,  &c.,  by 
Door  Hendrickson  of  Middletown,  N.  J. 

A  letter  to  the  Independent  Reflector,  by  David  Martin  Ben  Jesse, 
Pastor  at  Aquenonka. 

The  Pennsylvania  Gazette  for  April  28,  1779. 

A  copper  United  States  Token  in  honor  of  the  confederation,  1783, 
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From  J,  M.  Demaresty  of  Pompton  Plains.-— k.  New  Jersey  Penny, 
1786. 

From  the  New  Jersey  Prison  Reform  Association. — The  First  Annual 

Report  of  that  Association. 
From  Hon.  James  G.  King,  M.  C. — Report  on  the  Finances,  1849 — 50. 

California  Message  and  Documents,  1850. 

Report  of  Register  of  the  Treasury  on  the  Commerce  &c.,  of  the 
U.  States,  1850. 

Report  of  Superintendent  of  Coast  Survey,  1849. 
Annual  Message  and  Documents,  1849-50,  Part  2d. 

From  Wm.  Duane,  Esq.,  of  Phila. — Passages  from  the  Diary  of  Chris- 
topher Marshall,  vol.  1st,  1774-77. 

From  Robt.  G.  Rankin  Esq.,  Fishkill  Landing,  N.  Y. — First,  Second 
and  Third  Annual  Reports  of  Regents  of  the  University,  (N.  Y.,)  on 
the  condition  of  Cabinet  of  Natural  History. 

Sixty  Second  Annual  Report  of  Regents. — Twenty  Fifth  Annual 
Report  of  managers  of  the  Society,  for  Reformation  of  Juvenile  De- 
linquents. 

Annual  Report  of  Trustees  of  State  Library,  1850. 
Annual  Report  of  Auditor  of  Canal  Department,  (New  York,)  1850. 
Letter  of  Bishop  Hughes  to  Gov.  of  New  York  on  Interchange  of 
Donations  with  Roman  States. 

Instructions  of  Regents  N.  Y.  University,  to  the  several  Colleges, 
&c.,  1849. 

Report  of  Joint  Com.  of  N.  Y.  Legislature  on  International  Ex- 
changes. 

Catalogue  of  New  York  State  Library. 

From  Samuel  G.  Drake,  Esq.,  Boston. — News  from  New  England,  be- 
ing a  true  and  last  account  of  the  present  bloody  wars  carried  on  be- 
tween the  Infidels,  Natives  and  the  English  Christians  &c.,  London, 
1776.— Boston  Reprint,  1850. 

From  Wm.  W.  Campbell,  Esq.  New  York. — The  Life  and  Wiitings 
of  Dewitt  Clinton. 

From  the  Smithsonian  Institution — Reprint  of  the  History  of  the  Dis- 
covery of  Neptune,  by  Benj.  Apthorp  Gould  Jr. 

From  James  Lenox,  Esq.,  by  Prof.  John  Maclean,  D.  D., — Washing- 
ton's Farewell  Address,  a  copy  of  the  original,  with  Gen.  Washing- 
ton's corrections,  &;c. 

From  Hon.  Dudley  S.  Gregory. — Bust  of  Gen.  Winfield  Scott. 

From  Wm.  W.  Campbell  Esq.,N.  Y. — Border  Warfare  of  New  York, 
during  the  Revolution,  &;c. 
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From  Pennsylvania  Historical  Society. — Memoirs  Penn.  Historical 

Society— vol  4,  Part  2. 
From  the  Department  of  the  Interior. — Schedules  for  the  Census  of 

1850. 

From  J.  R.  Burnet,  Livingston. — Review  of  Mr.  Mann's  Report, 

from  North  American  Review  of  Oct.  1844. 
From  Wm.  Thaddeus  Harris,  Esq.  Cambridge,  Mass. — Collections  of 

the  Dorchester  Antiquarian  <fec.  Historical  Society, — Nos.  1,  2,  3, 

comprising 

1.  Memoir  of  Roger  Clap,  1530. 

2.  Blake's  Annals  of  Dorchester,  1630-1753. 

3.  Journal  and  Life  of  Richard  Mather,  1596-1669. 

Epitaphs  from  the  Old  Burying  Ground  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  with 
Notes  by  Wm.  Thaddeus  Harris,  1845. 
Catalogus  Collegii  Harvardiani,  1848. 

Catalogue  of  Officers  and  Students  of  Harvard  College,  1849-50. 
Catalogue  of  the  Students  of  Law  in  Harvard  University  to  1848. 
From  George  F.  Houghton,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  Vermont  Historical 
and  Antiquarian  Society — Annual  reports  of  Auditor  of  Accounts 
of  the  State  of  Vermont,  1843  '44  '45  '46  '47  '48  '49. 
Thirtieth  Annual  Report  of  Vermont  Colonization  Society. 
Geology  and  Geography  of  Vermont,  by  Z.  Thompson. 
Annual  Report  on  Geology  of  Vermont— 1845,  '4^,  '47,  '48,  '49. 
Journal  of  Councils  of  Censors  of  Vermont  in  1848,  '9. 
Acts  and  Resolves  of  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  1849. 
Farewell  Sermon  by  Wm.  Preston,  St  Albans,  Vt. 
Speech  of  Hon.  Geo.  P.  Marsh,  of  Vermont,  on  the  Tariff. 
Walton's  Vermont  Register. 
History  of  Vermont  by  Zadoc  Thompson. 
Proceedings  Vermont  Convention  of  Fruit  Growers. 
Address,  Proceedings  of  Legislature  of  Vermont  on  International 
Exchanges. 

First,  Second  and  Fourth  Annual  Reports  of  Superintendents  of 
Common  Schools  of  Vermont. 

Report  of  Committee  of  Legislature  of  Vermont  on  a  National  Bu- 
reau of  Agriculture. 

Messages  of  Gov.  of  Vermont  for  1848  and  1849. 

Catalogus  Senatus  Academici,  &c.,  &;c.  in  Universitate  Viridimon- 

tani  Burhngtonia3,  1846. 

A  discourse  on  Popular  Instruction,  by  Worthington  Smith,  D.  D. 
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An  Inaugural  Address  by  Worthington  Smith,  D.  D.,  President  of 

Vermont  Universitij. 

An  Address  on  the  deficiencies  of  our  History  by  J.  Davie  Butler, 
Funeral  Discourse  at  Interment  of  Hon.  Benj.  Swift,  by  Worthing, 
ton  Smith,  D.  D. 

From  Ohio  Historical  Society. — Annual  Discourse  before  the  Society 

by  Wm.  D.  Gallagher,  President. 
From  Col.  J.  D.  Graham. — Message  from  Gov.  of  Pennsylvania, 

transmitting  reports  in  relation  to  Boundary  Lines  of  Pennsylvania, 

Delaware  and  Maryland. 
From  Alex,  B.  Thompson,  Esq.,  N.  Y. — The  American  Crisis,  No.  5, 

Statistical  Account  of  1st  Presbyterian  Church,  Newark,  from  Oct. 

1801,  to  Aug.  1823,  (imperfect. 

Address  to  the  people  of  U.  States  on  Presidential  Elections,  with 
special  reference  to  the  nomination  of  Andrew  Jackson,  1828. 
Funeral  Sermon  on  Gen.  Washington  by  Rev.  Dr.  Macwhorter, 
Pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  Newark,  1800. 
Gen.  Washington's  Address  to  the  People  of  the  United  States. 
An  Address  to  the  People  of  the  United  States,  with  a  vindication 
of  Thos.  Jefferson,  Phila,  1800. 

An  Address  for  the  benefit  of  the  Greeks  by  Wm.  W.  Miller  Esq., 
Newark,  1824. 

Register  of  the  Officers  and  Cadets  of  U.  S,  Military  Academy  for 
the  years  1836  and '37. 

First  Annual  Report  of  Newark  Young  Men's  Society,  by  S.  H, 
Pennington,  1833. 

An  Oration  Delivered  July  4th,  1794. 

Proceedings  of  the  State  Rights'  Celebration  at  Charleston,  S.  C, 
July  1.  1830. 

An  Oration  at  Elizabethtown,  July  4,  1794,  by  Isaac  Watts  Crane, 
A.  M.,  1795. 

Dr.  Price's  Observations  on  the  Importance  of  the  American  Revo- 
lution. 

Dr.  Knights'  Eulogium  on  Dr.  Walter  Smith. 
Gen.  Lamar's  Orders,  Brazoria,  June  27,  1836. 
Oration  at  Kinderhook,  July  5,  1825,  by  Aaron  Vanderpoel,  Esq, 
John  Taylor  and  others  vs.  Geo.  Griswold,  and  others,  in  reference 
to  an  election  in  Passaic  and  Hackensack,  Bergen  Co. 
Address  of  the  General  Union  for  the  promotion  of  the  Observano© 
of  the  Sabbath. 
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Fourteenth  Annual  Report  of  American  Asylum  at  Hartford,  for 
the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

Dr.  Richards's  Thanksgiving  Sermon,  1823. 

An  Examination  of  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  States  by  Tench 
Coxe,  Esq.,  1788. 

Address  of  the  Students  of  the  National  Academy  of  Design,  by 
William  Dunlap,  1831. 

Prof.  Fitch's  Thanksgiving  Sermon,  New  Haven,  1818. 

Judge  Gaston's  Address  before  the  American  Whig  and  Chosophic 

Societies  of  College  of  New  Jersey,  1835. 

Catalogue  of  the  Medical  Students  of  Harvard  University,  1834-'5. 
Account  of  the  Malignant  Fever  lately  prevalent  in  New  Yoik,  by 
James  Hardie,  A.  M.,  Newark,  1779. 
New  Jersey  Pension  Roll. 
From  Samuel  Cassedy,  Esq. — Fac- simile  letter  of  Dr.  Mark  Akinside, 
to  Mr.  Wilkes. 

From  Hon.  Wm.  B.  Kinney. — New  York  Observer,  1826-27-28. 
Woods'  Newark  Gazette. 
Journal  of  Commerce,  1827,  29. 
New  Brunswick  Gazette,  Vol.  I. 


THE 

ROBBEEY  OF  THE  TREASUEI 


EAST    JERSEY    IN  1768, 

AND  CONTEMPORANEOUS  EVENTS. 

A  PAPER  READ  BEFORE  THE  NEW-JERSEY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY, 
SEPTEMBER    12tH,  1850. 

BY  W.  A.  WHITEHEAD. 


THE  ROBBERY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 


Never,  probably,  did  the  old  Court  House  at  Morristown  hold  a 
larger  or  more  interested  audience  than  on  the  19th  August,  1773 — < 
seventy-seven  years  ago.  A  thousand  persons  were  thought  to  be 
within  its  walls,  and,  among  them  all,  scarcely  an  eye  could  be  found 
which  did  not  exhibit  the  sure  tokens  of  sympathy.  The  scene— to 
witness  which  such  numbers  had  assembled — was  calculated  to  enlist 
their  attention,  for  the  wholesome  supremacy  of  the  laws  was  that  day 
to  be  displayed  over  those  who  were  their  countrymen  and  fellow-citi- 
zens— of  some,  friends,  relatives  and  companions,  who  had  ranked  in 
that  class  of  society,  which  the  honest,  intelligent  people  of  the  county 
at  that  time,  were  accustomed  to  regard  as  the  best  within  its  limits ; 
but  who  now  were  the  fallen,  subdued  objects  of  commiseration.  An 
affecting  silence  prevailed  throughout  the  assembly,  while  awaiting  the 
commencement  of  the  proceedings,  and  the  deep  solemnity  of  the 
occasion  was  long  remembered. 

Arraigned  before  the  bar  of  the  Court  were  four  remarkably  fine 
looking  men  in  the  vigor  of  life ;  one  of  them  a  physician,  another 
the  son  of  an  esteemed  magistrate  of  the  County ;  all  of  them  were 
married,  all  were  fathers,  and  all  had  parents  living ;  and  there,  among 
the  multitude,  were  those  parents  and  other  relatives  of  the  first  res- 
pectability, gazing  at  the  painful  scene.  Under  these  distressing  cir- 
cumstances, humbled  and  sorrowing,  came  these  men  to  receive  the 
dread  sentence  of  the  law  :  for  what  ? — over-anxiety  to  be  rich : 

"  Covetousness  diBbelieveth  God,  and  laugheth  at  the  rights  of  men" — 
in  that,  the  bane  of  so  many  and  of  all  times  lay  the  root  of  their  of- 
fence, and  the  end  attained  was  the  judicial  mandate  that,  on  the  17th 
September  following,  they  should  expiate  their  crime  upon  the  gallows. 
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To  notice  succinctly  the  events  which  brought  these  unfortunate 
men  to  this  degradation,  and  their  intimate  connection — not  generally 
known — with  the  growth  of  that  hostility  to  the  representatives  of 
Royal  power  in  New  Jersey  which  subsequently  rendered  it  so  easy  a 
matter  to  subvert  it  entirely,  is  the  purpose  of  this  paper.  Were  it  not 
for  this  connection,  the  fate  of  the  criminals  might  be  as  little  worthy 
our  attention  now,  as  will  be,  to  our  descendants,  the  transgressions  of 
hundreds  at  the  present  day  ;  and  yet,  how  unsafe  it  is  to  regard  the 
least  event  as  unfruitful : — 

"  That  trivial  cause,  watered  and  observed  by  the  husbandman  day  by  day, 
In  calm,  undeviating  strength  dotl»  work  its  large  effect." 

Early  in  1773,  a  gang  of  Counterfeiters  and  Coiners  invaded  the 
Province  from  New  England  and  located  themselves  in  different  towns 
and  villages  between  Woodbridge  and  Mid  die  town.*  The  quantity  of 
spurious  coin  and  bills  suddenly  put  in  circulation  excited  the  vigilance 
of  the  civil  authorities,  and  the  exertions  made  to  ferret  out  these 
rogues  from  abroad,  led  to  the  detection  of  a  similar  fraternity  at 
home,  which,  for  a  length  of  time,  had  eluded  all  attempts  at  dis- 
covery. 

The  lea'der  of  this  band  was  one  Samuel  Ford,  an  artful  rogue,  wlio, 
as  occasion  required,  could  be  "  all  things  to  all  men,"  sedate  with  the 
serious — levity  itself,  with  the  gay.  He  was  an  Englishman  by  birth, 
but  married  and  had  relatives  in  New  Jersey.  An  exceedingly  ruddy 
complexion  and  a  remarkable  dimple  in  his  chin,  aided  to  make  him 
known  throughout  the  section  of  country  which  he  favored  with  his 
presence  ;  and  his  wanderings  brought  him  in  contact  with  a  multitude 
of  people,  in  whom,  the  life  he  led  excited  no  little  surprise,  attended 
as  it  was  with  apparent  prosperity ;  for  it  was  difficult  to  conceive  how 
a  man,  whose  ostensible  living  depended  upon  some  badly  cultivated 
lands  in  Morris  County  could  wear  the  aspect  of  a  thriving  farmer — 
one,  withal,  who  had  so  little  work  upon  his  hands; 

He  had  followed  counterfeiting  as  a  regular  business  for  many  years 
in  different  places,  without  suspicion ;  but  in  1768  the  authorities  of  New 
York,  where  he  then  resided,  had  their  attention  drawn  towards  him, 
and  he  was  apprehended  on  a  charge  of  uttering  false  New  Jer- 
sey Bills  of  Credit.  He  was  admitted  to  bail,  and  either  lost  sight  of 
afterward,  or  else  his  offence  was  deemed  too  trifling  to  call  for  pun- 
ishment. He  immediately,  however,  set  about  making  more  extensive 
arrangements  for  carrying  on  his  operations.    He  returned  to  Morris 


*  Two  of  them  were  stationed  in  Perth  Araboy  in  the  character  of  Silversmiths. — 
Dunlap's  School  History  of  New  York  ;  Vol.  I,  p.  202. 
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County,  where,  in  a  secluded  spot  near  Hanover,  he  established  his 
head-quarters,  formed  a  connection  with  a  man  named  Joseph  Richard- 
son,* as  great  a  scamp,  but  much  less  artful  than  himself,  from  whom 
he  obtained  a  supply  of  types,  and  attempted  the  emission  of  counter- 
feit Three-pound  Bills  of  New  York.  A  considerable  number  was 
printed,  but  "the  thinness  of  the  paper  and  bad  credit  of  the  currency" 
are  said  to  have  prevented  their  general  circulation  ;  and  he  then  com- 
menced upon  the  New  Jersey  Bills  which  were  in  better  repute ;  but 
from  some  cause,  did  not  make  much  progress. 

In  1769,  however,  a  new  emission  of  Pennsylvania  bills  was  thought 
to  open  a  sure  and  safe  avenue  to  wealth,  and  both  Ford  and  Rich- 
ardson started  off  to  Ireland — (the  counterfeiters  in  Dublin  being  pre- 
eminent in  those  days,  and  it  is  thought  that  as  an  agent  for  them 
Ford  first  came  to  America) — thence  went  to  London  and  different 
manufacturing  towns,  improving  themselves  in  their  prof ession.  Ford 
applied  himself  to  engraving  and  type-making,  and  from  his  previous 
skill  in  carving  and  great  mechanical  ingenuity,  in  the  course  ot  a  few 
months  "  became  a  perfect  master  of  the  business,"  so  that  when  they 
returned  to  the  province  in  1772,  and  commenced  operations  upon 
Pennsylvania  and  New  Jersey  bills,  Ford  manufactured  all  his  types 
and  executed  his  work  so  well  as  to  elude  the  best  judges,  and  for  a 
year  uninterrupted  success  attended  their  efforts. 

By  the  artifices  and  persuasions  of  Ford  others  were  drawn  within 
his  toils.  A  number  of  respectable  citizens,  well  connected,  were 
made  use  of  to  pass  his  worthless — and,  it  may  be  added,  miserably 
executed — specimens  of  printing,  which  they  were  enabled  to  do  with 
ease  among  their  unsuspecting  neighbors  from  their  great  similarity  to 
the  bills  issued  from  the  government  press,  for  it  is  said  Ford  made  it 
a  rule  to  submit  his  different  emissions  to  the  ordeal  of  acceptance  or 
rejection  at  the  provincial  treasuries  before  attempting  to  pass  them 
into  circulation.  The  Treasurers  were  certainly  excusable,  if  unable  to 
detect  the  false  from  the  genuine  upon  a  cursory  examination,  for, 
printed  with  common  types  on  coarse  paper,  the  most  indifferent 
workman  could  scarcely  fail  of  producing  a  successful  imitation. — 
Even  after  the  discovery  of  Ford's  gang  the  improvements  in  the  print- 
ing of  the  bills  were  few  and  might  have  been  easily  followed.  The 


*The  debut  of  this  fellow  is  thus  noticed  in  the  papers  a  few  years  previous.  "  Anna- 
polis, June  21. — There  came  from  England,  in  the  Munificence,  Capt.  Grundill,  into 
Patuxent,  a  steerage  passenger,  one  Richardson,  who  imported  a  large  quantity  of  coun- 
feit  New  Jersey  six-shilling  and  three  shilling  bills.  TiiesiJly  blockhead,  almost  as  soon 
as  he  landed,  was  very  lavish  with  his  paper  money,  which  caused  him  to  be  suspected, 
though  it  is  said  his  roguery,  is  very  badly  executed.  He  isiu  Jail  in  Calvert  County." — 
How  he  got  out  dc-jn  not  appear. 
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greatest  security  seems  to  have  been  afforded  by  a  difference  in  the 
color  of  the  ink  in  different  parts  of  the  bills,  and  the  awful  annuncia- 
tion on  the  back,  "Tis  Death  to  counterfeit." 

Ford's  workshop  was  known  to  only  one  man  besides  himself  and 
Richardson,  one  John  King,  whose  ostensible  employment  was  that  of 
laborer;  who  remained  in  charge  while  Ford  w^as  absent  in  England. 
It  was  in  the  midst  of  an  almost  impenetrable  swamp  about  a  mile  dis- 
tant from  his  residence  at  Hanover,  in  which  the  water  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  }  ear  was  a  foot  deep  and  through  which  the  operator  was 
obliged  to  creep  on  his  hands  and  knees  for  some  distance  to  get  at 
his  work.  Ford  would  leave  his  house  at  day  light  with  his  gun,  as  if 
in  pursuit  of  game,  and  thus  unwatched  would  attain  his  secret  resort, 
for  this  practice  was  so  much  in  accordance  with  the  idle  life  he  had 
apparently  always  led  that  it  excited  neither  surprise  nor  remark. — 
'Tis  scarcely  necessary  to  say  that — with  that  strange  inconsistency 
observable  among  all  confederated  rogues — oaths  of  secrecy  were  ad- 
ministered to  all  concerned ;  the  omniscience  and  omnipresence  of 
God  appealed  to  as  a  safeguard  from  the  villainy  of  each  other  while 
engaged  in  defrauding  their  countrymen  and  neighbors. 

The  suspicions  excited  against  Ford  from  circumstances  transpiring 
at  the  time  of  the  introduction  of  forgers  from  abroad  in  1773,  which 
has  been  alluded  to,  led  to  his  arrest  on  the  16th  July  of  that  year,  as 
a  distributor  of  counterfeit  money  ;  but  the  following  day,  being  aided 
by  his  confederate  King — a  rival  veteran  in  villainy — he  broke  jail  and 
escaped.* 

Several  persons  were  immediately  taken  up  in  suspicion  of  being 
connected  with  Ford  in  his  nefarious  practices,  and  a  special  term  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  was  held  on  the  4th  August  for  the  purpose 
of  eliciting  information  respecting  the  parties  implicated,  and  the 
extentof  their  guilt.  On  the  14th,  one  of  those  concerned,  for  the 
purpose  of  mitigating  his  own  punishment,  made  a  partial  con- 
fession, and  was  followed  by  another,  from  whose  statement,  ample 
and  explicit  in  its  details  and  from  the  newspapers  of  the  day,  the  fore- 
going facts  are  derived.  The  swamp  was  examined  and  the  press 
found,  together  w4th  a  set  of  plates  for  printing  the  bills  of  Maryland, 
Pennsylvania,  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  a  quantity  of  types  and 
other  materials,  and  a  leather  wrapper  in  which  the  money  was  kept, 
to  which  was  attached  one  of  the  spurious  three-pound  bills  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 


*  Tlie  SherifT,  Mr.  Tlios.  Kinney,  was  subsequently  indiried  for  remissness  in  not  tak- 
ing  belter  care  of  liis  priisoner. 
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The  persons  against  whom  true  bills  of  indictment  were  found  for 
passing  counterfeits  were  Benjamin  Cooper,*  Doctor  Barnabas  Budd, 
and  Samuel  Haynes ;  and  David  Reynolds  was  implicated  from  having 
furnished  the  confederates  with  types.  These  were  the  four  individu- 
als, who  having  pleaded  guilty,  were  to  receive  their  sentence  on  the 
19th  August,  as  before  mentioned. 

Another,  by  the  name  of  Ayres,  had  committed  his  offence  in  Sus- 
sex County,  and  consequently  was  not  put  upon  his  trial  at  the  same 
time  with  the  others.  He  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  highly  re- 
spected. It  was  believed  that  he  had  repented  and  for  some  time 
abandoned  the  practice  of  circulating  the  counterfeits,  for  his  whole 
life  had  been  so  exemplary  to  all  appearance  that,  not  long  before 
suspicion  rested  upon  him,  the  congregation  to  which  he  belonged  had 
chosen  him  to  be  one  of  their  officers ;  and  even  when  the  foul  blot 
upon  his  good  name  became  public,  so  convinced  of  his  innocence  was 
his  pastor,  that  he  prayed  on  the  Sunday  after  his  commitment  for  his 
protection  from  false  accusers ;  and  on  a  subsequent  occasion,  on  re- 
ceiving false  intelligence  of  his  release,  publicly  returned  thanks  there- 
for. Before  another  Sunday  arrived,  the  astounding  news  was  re- 
ceived that  he  had  confessed  his  guilt. 

The  respectability  of  the  culprits,  and  their  influential  connections, 
were  made  to  bear  with  great  effect  upon  the  pardoning  power,  and 
not  without  success.  The  day  fixed  for  their  execution  arrived,  and 
Reynolds,  who  seems  to  have  been  the  least  guilty,  suffered  the  ig- 
nominious death  to  which  he  had  been  sentenced,  while  the  others 
were  remanded ;  and  finally,  in  December,  Governor  Franklin  pardon- 
ed Haynes,  Budd  and  Cooper,  and  probably  Ayres  also,  although  his 
name  does  not  appear  in  the  same  document  with  the  others,  f 

Among  the  Stirling  Papers  in  the  New  York  Historical  Society 
Library  (copies  of  most  of  which  are  also  in  our  own)  is  a  letter  writ- 
ten by  Cooper  on  the  7th  Sept.  (when  he  expected  to  be  hung  on  the 
17th)  soliciting  Lord  Stirling's  interference  in  his  behalf;  from  which 


*  One  of  the  bills  passed  hy  Cooper  was  exhibited  to  the  Society.  It  was  marked 
across  the  face  "  Countrayfit"  and  an  affidavit  accompanying  it,  identified  it  as  one  re- 
ceived from  Cooper  by  one  John  Jordon.  Robert  Drummond  Esqutre  enclosed  the  affi- 
davit and  bill  "to  Robert  Gold  Esq.  att  Hannover"  with  the  followiner  lucid  directions: 
"  the  above  Mr.  John  Jurden  atesteth  a  before  me  this  30th  day  of  Janavary  1769,  and 
I  desier  you  to  Percequte  the  same  as  sune  as  Posseble  I  am  Sr.  your  Humble  Servt. 
RoBT.  Drummond."   Specimens  of  the  genuine  bills  were  also  exhibited. 

t  I  have  understood  that  the  Death  warrant  of  these  men— the  reprieve  of  the  three 
unexecuted — and  the  order  to  guard  the  jail  against  a  rescue — were  still  in  existence' 
having  been  found  among  the  papers  of  the  late  Major  John  Kinney,  a  descendant  of 
Sheriff  Kinney  of  that  period ;  aad  not  long  since  some  of  Ford's  tools  were  found  in  the 
house  he  occupied. 
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it  appears  that  Cooper  had  been  in  his  employ,  and  had  received  only 
two  parcels  of  counterfeits,  one  of  which  he  burnt.  It  was  his  con- 
fession that  laid  open  the  secret  of  the  gang  so  far  as  he  knew  them, 
and  he  says  that  he  had  received  the  assurance  of  two  of  the  judges, 
one  of  whom  was  his  father,  that  if  he  confessed  he  should  not  be  con- 
sidered in  any  other  light  than  as  a  witness.  The  letter  is  evidently 
that  of  an  illiterate  man,  however  respectable  his  relations  may  have 
been. 

While  these  events  were  transpiring,  Ford,  Richardson  and  King, 
the  prime  movers  and  concocters  of  the  mischief,  were  seeking  safety 
in  the  wilds  of  the  west  with  prices  set  upon  their  heads.  They  were 
traced  along  the  Susquehanna  and  Juniata  rivers,  were  joined  by 
another  accomplice,  and  all,  well  armed,  proceeded  towards  the  Mis- 
sissippi. Ford  boldly  paid  his  way  with  his  spurious  Jersey  bills,  thus 
leaving  his  mark  behind  him  as  he  fled,  and  after  reaching  the  Indian 
country,  his  course  was  traced  some  distance  by  the  counterfeit  coin 
found  in  the  possession  of  the  uninitiated  lords  of  the  forest.  Emissa- 
ries were  dispatched  down  the  Ohio,  after  the  fugitives,  but  they  suc- 
ceeded in  effecting  their  escape,  and  their  names  would  probably  have 
been  as  unrecalled  as  their  fate  is  unknown,  had  not  circumstances,  to 
which  I  would  now  refer,  served  to  preserve  them  from  oblivion. 

On  the  night  of  the  21st  July,  1708,  the  office  of  Stephen  Skinner, 
then  the  Treasurer  of  East  Jersey,  residing  at  Perth  Amboy,  was  en- 
tered by  some  one  and  robbed  of  £6,570  9s  4d  in  coin  and  bills ;  a 
sum  which  few  treasuries  even  in  our  days  can  spare  without  an  equi- 
valent, and  which  then  was  sufficient  for  the  support  of  the  province 
an  entire  vear.  Mr.  Skinner  was  connected  with  many  of  the  leading 
familes  in  the  province,  and  the  fact  of  the  robbery  as  set  forth  by  him 
was,  at  the  time,  not  doubted.  Suspicions  fell  upon  various  individ- 
uals, and  several  were  arrested  and  examined  without  eliciting  any 
information  that  could  give  a  clue  to  the  perpetrators  of  the  outrage,* 
and  the  matter  remained  enshrouded  in  uncertainty,  notwithstanding 
the  exertions  of  the  Governor  and  othei*  functionaries,  until  the  session 
of  the  assembly  in  October,  1770. 

That  body  took  up  the  subject,  referred  it  to  a  Committee  for  exam- 
ination, and  the  result  was  a  report  in  which  an  opinion  was  expressed 
that  the  loss  should  be  attributed  to  the  negligence  of  the  Treasurer, 

*  Among  others  snspected,  James  Parker,  Mayor,  wrote  to  Gov.  Franklin,  under  date 
of  August  8,  1768,  that  the  Chief  Justice  and  l>imse!f  had  caused  one  "  Hartwick  and 
others *in  the  Briuiswirk  Boat,"  that  left  Amboy  the  evening  before  the  robbery,  to  be 
apprehended;  but  after  exarainatiou  they  were  dismissed.— W. A. W.  MSS :  Vol.  I, 
No.  107. 
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and  that  he  should  be  held  accountable  for  the  amount;  and  this  con- 
clusion was  sanctioned  by  a  vote  of  the  Assembly.  The  Committee 
threw  no  light  whatever  upon  the  robbery,  and  the  effect  of  the  report 
was  to  cast  upon  the  Treasurer  the  odium  of  having  fabricated  the 
story  to  shield  his  own  mal-conduct  in  office. 

Nothing  having  been  done  by  the  Governor  towards  the  suspension 
or  removal  of  Mr.  Skinner  during  the  two  succeeding  years,  the  As- 
sen)biy  in  September,  1772,  on  having  their  action  upon  the  subject 
invoked  by  a  remonstrance  of  the  Treasurer  against  the  vote  of  1770, 
reiterated  their  approval  of  that  decision,  and  invited  the  Governor  to 
join  in  some  measure  "  to  bring  the  Treasurer  to  account  for,  and  to 
pay  to  the  colony,  the  sura  said  to  he  stolen."  They  complained  that 
that  officer  was  continued  in  office,  the  public  money  still  confided  to 
his  care,  and  no  measures  adopted  to  recover  the  deficiency  in  the  pub- 
lic funds,  and  the  result  of  two  or  three  messages  between  them  and  the 
Governor  was  a  proposition  that  Skinner  should  be  removed  from  of- 
fice, and  another  Ti-easurer  appointed  who  should  be  authorized  to 
commence  a  suit  against  his  predecessor  for  the  deficiency  ;  and  should 
this  not  meet  the  Governor's  views,  he  was  requested  to  point  out  some 
other  practical  mode  of  obtaining  the  desired  end. 

To  this  course  the  Governor  objected  upon  what  appear  to  be  suf- 
ficient grounds  so  long  as  there  was  no  proof  of  embezzlement  by  the 
Treasurer.  In  addition  to  the  force  of  precedents,  his  instructions 
from  the  Crown  forbade  his  removing  an  officer  without  sufficient 
cause,  but  neither  he  nor  Skinner  objected  to  the  institution  of  a  suit; 
on  the  contrary  the  latter  expressed  his  willingness  "  to  submit  the 
matter  to  any  reasonable  mode  of  decision,"  but  requested,  in  justice 
to  himself,  that  he  should  not  be  removed  until  the  case  was  decided 
against  him,  as  it  would,  without  doubt,  bias  the  minds  of  the  people 
unfavorably,  and  they  were  "  already  too  much  prejudiced  by  the  re- 
ports which  had  been  circulated  against  him."  The  Governor  sug- 
gested that  an  information  might  be  filed,  and  an  amicable  suit  be  based 
thereupon,  security  being  given  that  the  Treasurer  would  abide  its  re- 
sult, and,  if  unfavorable,  promising  to  resign  his  office. 

Conference  Committees  of  the  Council  and  Assembly  were  appoint- 
ed— that  of  the  Council  being  composed  of  Lord  Stirling,  John  Ste- 
vens, Richard  Stockton,  and  Daniel  Coxe* — men  of  high  standing. — 
The  Assembly  Committee  declined  the  proposition  of  the  Governor  and 
Council  as  being  less  feasible  than  that  of  the  Assembly,  (which,  how- 
ever, they  did  not  urge  in  the  conference,)  and  objected  to  the  consider- 


*  The  other  memberp  of  the  Council  were  Peter  Kemble,  President,  Jaraes  Parker, 
Charles  Read,  David  Ogden,  Frederick  Smyth,  Samuel  Smith,  and  -  Lawrence. 
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ation  of  any  other  project  prior  to  the  removal  of  the  Treasurer.— 
Three  days  after  this  conference,  without  desiring  any  farther  consul- 
tation, the  Assembly  informed  the  Governor  they  could  take  no  part 
in  the  prosecution,  and  threw  upon  him  the  entire  responsibility  of  any 
consequences  that  might  ensue. 

To  this  captious  proceeding  Governor  Franklin  returned  a  dignified 
reply.  The  Council  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  Treasurer 
ought  not  to  be  removed  before  trial,  and  as  the  Assembly  refused  to 
take  any  part  in  the  prosecution,  declining  through  their  Committee 
to  confer  freely  upon  the  best  mode  of  attaining  the  desired  end,  al- 
though he  had  been,  and  still  continued  to  be,  ready  to  adopt  whatever 
course  the  two  Committees  might  recommend ;  it  would  be  unreason- 
able  to  subject  him  to  censure  should  any  ill  consequences  result  to  the 
public  interests.  He  was  ready  to  appoint  any  lawyer  to  conduct  the 
suit  which  they  might  recommend  to  him,  (the  Attorney  General  beiog 
the  Treasurer's  brother,)  and  should  they  not  do  so,  but  rise  without 
providing  for  the  expenses  of  the  suit,  he  would  be  under  the  necessity 
of  letting  the  matter  remain  unsettled.  To  this  message  the  House 
resolved  to  return  no  answer,  and  at  their  request,  were  prorogued  the 
latter  part  of  September. 

The  Legislature  did  not  meet  again  until  November,  1773,  and  dur- 
ing the  recess  the  affair  of  the  Counterfeiters  had  transpired,  and  it 
was  natural  that  the  Treasurer,  anxiously  seeking  to  exculpate  him- 
self from  the  charges  which  directly  or  indirectly  had  been  brought 
against  him,  should  be  led  to  fasten  upon  Ford  as  the  person  most 
likely  to  have  committed  the  robbery — a  deed  so  much  in  accordance 
with  his  other  acts  of  villainy,  and  enquiries  w^ere  at  once  set  on  foot 
with  the  view  of  tracing  the  crime  to  him. 

Reynolds,  the  individual  who  was  executed,  testified  that  on  one  oc- 
casion, when  in  want  of  money  of  a  more  valuable  kind  than  their 
own  worthless  mauufacture,  Ford  promised  to  procure  it  for  him,  ex- 
hibiting at  the  same  time  a  large  package  which  he  gave  him  reason 
to  believe  he  obtained  by  the  robbery,  saying  he  had  **  got  hold  of  the 
fag-end  of  the  treasury and  subseqently,  he  saw  Ford  through  a  key 
hole  cutting  up  sheets  of  bills,  and,  as  his  own  were  all  printed  sepa- 
rately, it  was  deemed  conclusive  evidence  that  these  had  been  obtained 
from  the  officers  of  the  province  before  their  regular  emission.  Coop- 
er's first  confession  did  not  refer  to  the  robbery,  but  he  subsequently 
swore  that  Ford  had  made  known  to  him  all  the  circumstances  and 
acknowledged  that  he,  in  conjunction  with  two  soldiers  attached  to 
the  garrison  at  Amboy,  had  comitted  it 

The  censure  which  had  been  cast  upon  Governor  Franklin  for  the 
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favor  shown  the  alleged  delinquent  Treasurer,  led  him  to  take  up  these 
confessions  and  press  them  with  zeal  upon  the  attention  of  the  Assem- 
bly when  they  convened  in  November,  1773,  as  offering  the  necessary 
proofs  of  the  innocence  of  that  officer. 

The  spirit  which  the  stamp  act  and  other  offensive  measures  of  the 
British  Parliament  had  generated  in  New  Jersey,  as  well  as  in  the 
other  colonies,  was  by  no  means  extinct,  although  in  New  Jersey  a 
period  of  three  or  four  years  of  comparative  quiet  had  succeeded  the  re- 
peal of  the  first,  and  modification  of  the  other  measures.  The  assembly 
which  was  elected  in  1772  was  more  decidedly  in  opposition  to  Gov- 
ernor Franklin's  administration  than  any  of  those  preceding,  and  on 
this  matter  of  the  robbery  the  whole  strength  of  that  opposition  waa 
shown. 

James  Kinsey,  a  prominent  man  from  West  Jersey — a  member 
from  Burlington — was  leader  of  the  opposition,  and  was  made  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  to  which  the  Governor's  message  and  the  ac- 
companying documents  were  referred.*    He  made  a  long  report,  in 


*  The  following  extracts  from  original  letters  in  my  possession,  which  have  never  be- 
fore been  printed,  in  some  measure  raise  the  curtain  that  would  otherwise  prevent  a  full 
understanding  of  the  course  pursued  by  the  assembly,  and  the  motive  which  prompted 
it.  The  letters  were  written  by  a  member  closely  connected  with  the  Governor  in  feel- 
ing and  interest,  and  a  rela»ion  of  the  Treasurer,  and  some  allowance  may  therefore  be 
made  for  a  bias  in  their  favor  ;  but  as  they  were  written  to  members  ol  his  own  family, 
with  no  intention  that  the  iuforraation  they  contained  should  be  promulgated  abroad,  the 
statements  ar<$  undoubtedly,  in  all  their  prominent  features,  correct. 

December,  1773, 

"  How  our  politics  will  turn,  I  cannot  say.  Our  politicians  look  sharp  for  a  favorable 
something,  which  is  not  yet  found  out,  to  attack  the  Governor.  I  enclose  you  his  speech, 
the  words  "  Confessions  of  some  of  them,  corroborated  by  several  striking  circumstan- 
ces"— have  been  pitched  upon  and  largely  spoken  to,  and  though  the  Governor  laid  all 
his  papers  before  us,  on  which  he  founded  his  sentiments,  yet  we  have  wisely  sent  him  a 
message,  requesting  he  will  point  out  the  striking  circumstances,  &c.  The  Gov.  has  not 
returned  any  answer  to  this  message,  delivered  last  night.  I  look  upon  this  as  an  essay, 
and  when  the  Governor  tells  us  on  what  he  founds  his  opinion,  if  possible  it  will  be  made 
the  subject  of  debate.  I  find  that  three  leading  members  are  determined  not  to  pay  any 
regard  to  confessions,  however  supported  by  the  most  striking  circum'^tances,  nay,  I  be- 
lieve some  would  rather  that  the  robbery  was  never  discovered,  than  the  favorite  scheme 
disappointed — the  removal  of  the  treasurer,  and  the  new  and  favorite  controversy  it 
would  open.  The  nomination  of  the  Treasurer  by  the  Hotcse  and  removable  only  by  them, 
is  the  darling  tJyject,  to  which  every  other  consideration  would  be  readily  sacrificed.  *  *  * 
His  [Mr.  Kinsey'e]  fingers  itch  to  take  up  the  pen  against  the  governor,  but  without  the 
spirit  of  prophecy,  the  event  is  easily  to  be  determined." 

Dec.  5,  1773. 

"  The  Governor  some  time  ago,  agreeably  to  the  request  of  the  house,  sent  a  detail  of 
the  confessions,  and  the  circumstances  attending  them,  that  induced  him  to  think  the 
treasury  was  robbed  by  Ford  The  language  of  this  mesage  was  certainly  unexception- 
able, and  needed  no  answer;  it  was  only  the  governor's  opinion  on  facts,  of  which  they 
could  judge,  and  difference  in  opinion  was  naturally  to  be  expected ;  however,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  inspect  the  papers,  &c.,  referred  to  by  the  Governor,  of  which 
Mr.  Kinsey,  of  course  was  one.  Every  [day]  since,  he  has  been  buried  in  his  office 
writing  for  his  life,  for  what  end  I  know  not,  unless  he  means  to  show  the  treasury  was 
not  robbed,  which  I  think  he  will  not  be  hardy  enough  to  do.  He  gives  out  that  if 
lightning  had  blasted  the  treasury,  Skinner  is  liable,  and  I  fear  he  has  rancor  enough,  if 
that  had  been  the  case,  and  he  had  it  in  his  power,  to  compel  him  to  pay  it.   All  public 
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which  he  took  an  entirely  different  view  of  the  circumstances  presented 
the  Governor, — those  considered  by  him  as  "  strikingly"  corrobora- 
tive of  the  Treasurer's  statements,  and  the  confession  of  Reynolds 
and  Cooper,  not  "  striking"  the  committee  vv^ith  the  same  force — ex- 
culpating f'ord  from  the  charge  brought  against  him,  and  broadly  in- 
sinuating that  the  Treasury  never  had  been  robbed.  This  report  was 
adopted  by  a  large  majority. 

It  is  to  this  stage  of  the  controversy  that  the  following  pasquinade 
refers.    It  was  written  by  William  Livingston,  (afterward  Governor.) 

"  Governor.    Gentlemen,  the  Treasury  has  been  robbed. 

Assembly,    Many  people,  Sir,  are  of  that  opinion. 

G.    But  Sam  Ford  has  robbed  it. 

A.    That  is  more  than  we  know. 

G.    But  I  have  laid  before  you  the  proofs  and  papers. 

A,    The  papers,  sir,  we  have  received,  but  the  proofs  we  cannot  find. 

G.    They  contain  striking  circumstances. 

A.    They  dont  strike  us. 

*  m  *  *  m  *  * 

G.    But  Sam  Ford  is  a  villain. 
A.    So  he  is. 

G,    Then  he  has  robbed  the  Treasury. 
A.    Negaiur  consequeniia.. 

******* 


business  is  at  a  stand,  the  Governor's  speech  not  yet  read  in  the  house,  but  kept  back 
with  support,  &c.  &c.,  until  the  Governor,  I  suppose,  shall  be  induced  to  submit  to  their 
demands.   *  * 

"  19,  December.  1773. 

*'  For  these  three  days  past,  we  have  had  under  consideration  the  femendous  report 
of  the  committee,  which  has  been  preparing  since  the  30ih  of  last  month.  It  consists  of 
75  pases  in  Mr.  K.'s  hand  writing.  It  is  now  before  the  (Governor and  Council.  The 
comr(iittee  thought  it  an  artful  measure  to  make  it  only  a  rep:irt  to  the  house,  and  not  a 
message  to  the  Governor  :  not  considering  that  their  daily  minutes  were  laid  before  him. 
He  has  now  got  it,  and  it  is  a  vindication  of  Sami.  Ford  against  the  aspersions  cast  on 
him  by  the  Governor; — an  argument  in  answer  to  the  Governor,  that  the  treasury  was 
robbed  : — reflections  upon  the  conduct  x>i  the  Gov.  and  Council,  touching  the  examina- 
tions of  the  convicts  : — a  censure  upon  the  officers  of  government  at  Morris  Court : — and 
yet  a  salvo  for  their  mistaken  zeal : — a  declaration  that  Ford  did  not  rob  the  treasury  : — 
insinuates  that  it  was  not  robbed :  and  yet  that  it  was  robbed  ;  with  at  least  a  dozen 
barefaced  lies,  that  the  journals  of  the  House,  will  show  with  many  more  contradictions 
and  absurdities  than  I  have  time  at  present  to  enumerate.  To  contend  was  in  vain  :  an 
absurdity  pointed  out  was  reconciled  by  the  question,  and  the  report  carried  by  a  great 
majority.  I  have  never  had  more  occasion  for  temper,  and  1  think  I  have  had  a  share  of 
Job's  on  this  trying  occasion.  *******  During  these  debates,  the  treasurer 
presented  two  memorials  praying  and  entreating  to  be  tried:  all  are  disregarded  as 
yet,  and  by  this  report  the  Gov.  is  to  turn  him  out  for  his  misfortune,  while  the  assembly 
descend  to  plead  the  cause  of  Sam  Ford,  who  they  confess  to  bean  arch  villain. 

To  morrow  the  House  will  determine  on  these  memorials.  How,  you  will  easily 
puees,  from  the  account  I  have  given  of  their  report.  In  short,  right  or  wrong,  the  opin- 
ion of  the  House  is  to  be  followed,  and  dance  a»  we  will  the  people  are  to  pay  the  fidler. 

*****  The  report  was  certainly  framed  to  prevent  any  favorable  impression 
on  the  people,  with  regard  to  the  treasurer,  frpra  the  Governor's  message.  Its  length  and 
falsehood  will  take  time  to  confute."— W.  A.  W.  MSS:  Vol.  IV,  Nos.  30-33. 
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G.  One  of  the  witnesses  has  sworn  that  he  saw  him,  through  a 
key  hole,  cut  the  bills  from  the  sheets  in  which  they  were  printed. 

A.    The  bills  iti  the  Treasury  were  not  in  sheets.* 

G.  That's  an  unlucky  circumstance  ;  but  he  is  a  villain,  and  there- 
fore the  worst  must  be  supposed  against  him. 

A.  The  witnesses  against  him  are  villains,  and  therefore  to  be 
supposed  to  testify  falsely. 

*  *  m  *  *  m  * 

G.    Then  you  wont  believe  that  he  has  robbed  it  ? 
A.    We  dont  care  who  has  robbed  it. 
Gf    What  then  do  you  want? 
A.    The  money. 

G.    From  whom  do  you  want  it ;  from  Sam  Ford  ? 
j4.    From  the  man  with  whom  we  entrusted  it. 
G.    Then  demand  it  of  him. 

A.  We  dont  know  how  to  set  about  it,  unless  you  turn  him  outf 
The  report  of  the  Committee  was  sent  to  the  Governor  and  was 
answered  by  him  in  a  long  and  argumentative  message,  in  which  he 
recapitulated  the  grounds  of  his  previous  version,  and  narrated  the 
circumstance  which  had  marked  the  investigation  of  the  subject,  by 
the  previous  assembly ;  but  his  reasoning  was  of  no  avail — the  oppo- 
sition were  resolute,  and  swerved  not  from  the  course  they  had  adopt- 
ed. On  the  10th  February,  1774 — up  to  which  time  their  answsr  to 
the  speech,  at  the  opening  of  the  session  in  November,  had  not  been 
presented — they  said  "  It  would  give  us  pleasure  to  be  able  to  join 
your  Excellency  in  opinion  that  the  robbery  of  the  Eastern  Treasury 
had  been  brought  to  light,  but  after  having  considered  your  Excellen- 
cy's message  of  the  29th  November,  and  examined  the  papers  laid  be- 
fore us,  we  cannot  but  think  that  this  affair  still  remains  in  an  obscurity 
which  we  must  leave  to  time  to  unravel  !"J  and  an  intimation  is 

*  Several  little  discrepanries  of  this  kind  were  made  a  great  deal  of  at  the  time. — 
The  writer  was  told  by  an  aged  friend,  then  residing  in  Amboy,  that  it  was  asserted 
said  the  broken  glass  of  the  panes  lljrough  wliicb  admission  into  the  building  was 
to  have  been  attained,  was  all  on  the  outside  of  the  window  instead  of  inside^  and 
great  stress  was  laid  upon  the  circumstance. 

t  Sedgwick's  Life  of  Livingston. 

t  As  a  specimen  of  the  acrimony  and  pointedness  which  characterised  most  of  this 
correspondence,  the  following  extract  from  the  Governor's  replv,  is  here  inserted.  It  is 
in  answer  to  the  passage  in  the  text : — 

"  I  can  at  present  only  judge  of  the  "  pleasure  it  would  give  you  to  join  me  in  opinion 
that  the  robbery  of  the  Eastern  treasury  had  been  brought  to  light,"  by  the  great  pains 
which  have  been  taken  by  a  committee  of  your  house  to  prove  the  contrary,  and  your 
approbation  of  their  report.  But  I  have,  nevertheless,  reason  to  think,  gentlemen,  that 
it  will  not  be  long  before  those  dark  clouds  which  your  committee  have  raised  to  obscure 
that  light,  will  be  so  effectually  dispersed  as  to  afford  you  an  opportunity  of  enjoying  the 
pleasure  you  mention." 
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given,  that  the  subsequent  course  of  the  Assembly,  in  relation  to  the 
support  of  the  government,  would  depend  in  some  measure  upon  the 
Governor's  determination  respecting  Mr.  Skinner's  removal.  This 
*  withholding  of  the  supplies,'  was  ever  a  powerful  weapon  with  colo- 
nial assemblies,  and  this  threat  to  employ  it,  may  not  have  been  with- 
out effect  at  the  present  juncture,  although  Governor  Franklin  in  his 
reply,  informed  the  assembly,  he  could  not  be  driven  by  such  a  pro- 
cedure, to  act  contrary  to  his  own  judgment,  and  the  unanimous  ad- 
vice of  his  council,  in  a  matter  he  considered  just  and  reasonable ; 
touching  not  only  the  honor  of  the  government,  but  the  constitutional 
rights  of  every  freeman  in  the  colony. 

This  reply  of  the  Governor  closed  the  correspondence,  and  the  As- 
sembly triumphed.  Mr.  Skinner,  finding  there  was  no  probability  of 
farther  opportunity  for  investigation  or  probability  that  an  exculpation 
could  be  secured  so  long  as  he  retained  his  office,  on  the  22d  February 
resigned  his  commission  into  the  hands  of  the  Governor.*  The  As- 
sembly fmmediately  nominated  a  successor^  whom,  by  the  advice  of  his 
Council,  the  Governor  confirmed,  and  John  Smyth  was  appointed 
Treasurer — authority  being  conferred  upon  him  by  an  act  approved  on 
the  11th  March,  to  bring  an  action  against  his  predecessor  for  the 
amount  "  alleged  to  have  been  stolen." 

Governor  Franklin  has  been  accusedf  of  having  carried  on  this  dis- 
cussion like  an  unwise,  petulant  and  arrogant  man,  utterly  destitute  of 
prudence  and  self-possession  ;  but  after  an  examination  of  the  whole 
subject  I  feel  compelled  to  exonerate  him  from  much  of  this  obloquy, 
and  to  express  the  opinion  that  the  course  of  the  Assembly  was  much 
the  most  censurable.  That  the  Treasurer  was  anxious  for  a  thorough 
investigation,  there  seems  to  be  little  doubt,  and  no  possible  harm 
would  have  accrued  from  a  trial  in  the  mode  suggested  by  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council,  conducted  by  legal  gentlemen  of  the  Assembly  ap- 
pointment, for  if  that  course  had  failed  to  reach  the  offender,  other 

*  The  foUowing  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  John  Stevens,  one  of  the  Council,  to 
a  gentlemaa  of  Amboy — the  originsd  of  which  is  In  the  writer's  possession — refers  to 
this  event : 

"  Burlington,  Feb.  28.  1774. 
*'  *  *  *  ♦  * — On  the  23d  inst,  in  the  evening,  he  (Mr.  Skinner)  resigned  his  office 
and  the  next  day,  before  the  Gk)vernor  took  the  advice  of  Council,  we  had  a  message 
from  the  Assembly  by  two  of  their  number,  acquainting  the  Council  that  their  House 
were  unanimous  in  recommending  Mr.  John  Smyth  to  succeed  Mr.  Skinner,  and  as  the 
Council  weie  of  opinion  that  their  acquiescing  in  the  request  of  the  assembly  would  be 
roost  conducive  to  heal  the  differences  subsisting  between  the  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture on  account  of  the  Treasurer,  they  advised  the  Governor  to  appoint  Mr.  Smyth." — 
W.A.W.  MSS:  Vol.  1.,  N.  53.  The  reader  will  notice  how  this  nomination  by  the 
Assembly  verifies  an  assertion  made  by  the  writer  of  the  letter  on  page  59. 

t  Sedgwick  g  Lifb  of  Livingston. 
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measures  might  have  been  adopted.  But  it  was  early  declared  by  a 
member  of  the  House  that  the  nomination  and  removal  of  the  Treas- 
urer by  the  Assembly  was  tlie  darling  object  to  which  every  other  con- 
sideration would  be  readily  sacrificed,  and  we  have  seen  how  prompt- 
ly the  nomination  of  a  successor  followed  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Skin- 
ner. The  victory  was  theirs,  and  success  added  still  more  strength 
and  vigor  to  the  opposition,  ever  on  the  alert  to  profit  by  every  instance, 
however  slight,  of  real  or  presumed  mal-administration  of  the  govern- 
ment. 

It  was  most  ill-judged,  consequently,  in  Governor  Franklin,  to  call 
Mr.  Skinner  into  his  Council,  as  he  did  shortly  after  his  resignation  ; 
for  it  could  not  be  considered  in  any  other  light  than  a  grant  of  pardon 
and  reward  to  one  lying  under  obligations  to  abide  the  result  of  an  in- 
vestigation involving  his  moral  character  to  a  great  degree.  It  was 
calculated  to  injure  the  Governor,  without,  in  the  least,  promoting  the 
interests  of  Mr.  Skinner,  and  this  was  characteristic  of  Franklin,  who 
was  generous,  and  regarded  not  the  consequences  to  himself  when 
anxious  to  serve  his  fiiends. 

Legislative  halls  were  not  the  only  arenas  where  combatants  met  to 
discuss  the  circumstances  we  have  reviewed.  The  newspapers  soon 
became  the  medium  of  communication  between  the  parties,  and  as 
none  were  yet  established  in  New  Jersey,  those  in  New  York  were  se- 
lected ;  and  much  of  their  limited  space,  for  some  weeks,  was  engrossed 
with  the  subject  Mr.  Kinse}^  and  his  report  were  criticised  and  de- 
fended with  much  ability  and  with  no  small  admixture  of  that  party 
violence  which  now  too  commonly  prevails  on  like  occasions. 

In  Rivington's  paper  of  January  27th,  1774,  an  ironical  letter  of 
the  keenest  character  appeared,  purporting  to  be  written  by  Grace 
Ford  to  Mr.  Kinsey,  thanking  him  for  his  exertions  in  behalf  of  her 
husband.  "  The  credulous  will  scarcely  be  made  to  believe,"  said 
the  letter,  "that  thine  was  the  laborious  and  arduous  task  to  convince 
a  majority  of  thirty  of  the  most  learned  Senators  of  the  age  that  facts 
which  had  the  sanctity  of  oaths,  added  to  the  solemnity  of  their  being 
declared  and  confirmed  with  the  last  breatli  of  one  of  the  deponents 
to  support  them,  were  fictions — *  *  *  *  and  that  you  so  far  succeed- 
ed as  to  induce  twenty-one  of  them  to  acknowledge  their  conviction 
and  deny  even  the  existence  of  these  facts."  Only  one  more  favor 
was  asked — her  husband's  pardon  for  counterfeiting,  which  might  also 
be  obtained  through  his  influence.  Such  was  the  effect  of  this  letter, 
that  Mr.  Kinsey's  friends  were  at  the  trouble  and  expense  of  present- 
ing Mrs.  Ford  to  the  printer  in  New  York  for  the  purpose  of  testifying 
in  his  presence  that  the  letter  was  not  genuine. 
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Mr.  Kinsey,  in  his  report,  took  the  ground  that  the  oaths  of  such 
men  as  Reynolds,  Cooper,  Haynes,  and  Budd,  were  not  deserving  of 
credence.  It  was  acknowledged  by  his  reviewers,  that  such  a  conclu- 
sion was  correct,  unless  the  testimony  was  confirmed  by  other  circum- 
stances, when  it  should  be  received ;  and  with  some  show  of  propriety 
he  was  called  upon  to  act  consistently  by  having  the  charges  against 
Ford  as  a  counterfeiter  withdrawn,  as  the  testimony  of  these  men 
was  all  that  could  be  brought  against  him  of  an  oral  character.  The 
comments  upon  his  expressed  doubts  that  there  had  been  a  robbery 
committed,  were  equally  severe.  He  had  been  hospitably  entertained 
by  the  Treasurer,  had  eaten  his  bread  and  drunk  his  wine,  and  there- 
fore probably  knew  him  better  than  all  the  rest  of  the  world  who  es- 
teemed him  guiltless. 

These  articles  were  ably  answered  under  the  signature  of  "  Civis," 
but  what  reliance  is  to  be  placed  upon  the  statements  made  cannot 
now  be  determined.  The  confession  of  Cooper  was  said  to  have  been 
obtained  on  the  morning  fixed  for  the  execution,  when,  with  the  body 
of  Reynolds  hanging  before  him,  he  was  told  that  he  had  not  ten 
minutes  to  live,  "  unless  he  confessed."  What  they  wished  him  to 
confess  he  alreadj^  knew,  and  the  writer  skilfully  argues  that,  under 
such  circumstances,  nothing  less  than  the  information  desired  would  be 
obtained.  His  confession  was  formally  taken  the  next  day  and  impli- 
cated Ford,  although  he  had  previously  declared  under  oath  that  Ford 
had  not  told  him  any  thing  respecting  the  robbery.  The  testimony  of 
Reynolds  was  also  deemed  nullified  by  the  fact  that  the  notes  stolen 
from  the  Treasury  were  not  in  sheets. 

The  magistrates  of  Morris  county*  v/ere  likewise  severely  censured, 
both  in  Mr.  Kinsey's  report,  and  in  the  articles  emanating  from  his 
friends,  for  having  gone  out  of  their  way,  as  v»'as  alleged,  to  obtain  the 
testimony  of  these  men  ;  but  after  an  examination  of  the  charges,  the 
Governor  and  Council — not,  it  is  true,  an  unprejudiced  tribunal  for 
such  a  case — passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  them  for  their  energy  and 
discretion."!- 

It  should  here  be  remarked,  in  justice  to  Ford,  that  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  Cooper — a  copy  of  which  is  among  the  Stirling  papers — he 
pronounces  it  an  utter  falsehood  that  he  had  been  concerned  in  the 
robbery,  although  from  the  well  founded  doubts  of  many  of  the  state- 
ments contained  in  the  letter,  this  assertion  may  be  received  with  some 

They  were  the  Hon.  David  Ogden  Judp:e  ;  Samuel  Tiitliill  and  Samuel  Ogden 
E^<i"ireH,  Jusiic.es  ;  with  the  Attorney  General  Cortlandt  Skinner. 

•i  'I'hri  m.'iiiherH  pieseni  ihis  meoling  were  Kerabli;,  Stevens,  Smith.Parker,  Smyth, 
Skiiincry  Coxc  uud  Lawrence. 
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scepticism  also.  He  desired  to  be  released  from  the  imputation  for 
the  satisfaction  of  his  friends,  as  he  believed  *  they  thought  much  the 
worse  of  him  for  it — not  minding  the  money  making  charge,  which  they 
looked  upon  only  as  a  piece  of  ingenuity.'  I  fear  there  are  manj'^ 
Fords  at  the  present  day,  who  while  they  would  indignantly  repel  a 
charge  of  robbery  brought  against  them,  yet  regard  the  tortuous  de- 
^^ces,  equally  at  variance  with  strict  integrity,  by  which  they  add 
house  to  house  and  field  to  field,  as  only  so  many  indications  of  shrewd- 
ness and  ingenuity. 

The  subject  may  have  been  treated  too  much  at  length  for  the 
patience  of  my  audience,  but  the  narration  has,  I  trust,  shown  how 
potent  an  influence  the,  otherwise  trifling  circumstances  detailed  ex- 
ercised upon  the  public  mind,  preparing  it  through  the  organization  of 
parties  and  systematic  opposition  to  the  government,  for  those  im- 
portant changes  which  the  Congress  of  1774  put  in  train,  and  which 
resulted  in  the  overthrow  of  British  authority  in  New  Jersey.  Too 
much  engrossed  with  these  to  attend  to  matters  of  minor  import,  the 
robbery  of  the  treasury — the  counterfeiters — and  all  the  events  which 
had  caused  so  much  excitement,  were  forgotten  by  the  multitude — 
The  Treasurer  became  a  wanderer,  having  adhered  to  the  royal  cause, 
and  died  in  Nova  Scotia  :* — the  suit  against  him  was  never  brought 
to  a  close — Ford  and  his  accomplices  were  never  again  heard  of — 
and  to  this  day  the  same  doubts  hang  over  the  robbery  and  the  guilt 
of  the  accused  that  existed  in  1773. 

*  The  last  notice  of  the  Treasurer  is  in  the  Minutes  of  Assembly  in  February,  1775, 
referring  to  the  balance  due  from  him,  over  and  above  the  amount  stolen. 

On  the  7th  it  was  "  Ordered  that  the  late  treasurer  appear  to-morrow  morning  at  10 
o'clock,  in  order  that  the  House  may  inquire  of  him  concerning  the  deficiency  due  from 
him  to  the  province,  and  that  a  copy  of  the  order  be  served  immediately  "  Mr.  Skinner 
responded  to  this  order  the  next  day,  stating,  that  being  of  his  Majesty's  Council  he 
could  not  attend  before  he  had  submitted  the  order  to  that  body ; — but  assured  the  House 
had  he  been  apprised  of  their  wanting  the  public  monpy,  he  would  have  taken  care  that 
the  whole  should  have  been  in  the  Treasury  for  their  inspection — rather  singular  lan- 
guage for  an  ex-treasurer — but  he  had  amply  secured  the  Treasurer  for  the  deficiency. — 
This  deficiency  was  in  the  amount  of  the  Bills  of  credit  which  should  have  been  re- 
deemed and  cancelled.  On  the  9th,  Samuel  Tucker  offered  a  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  nem  con — to  the  effect  that  there  was  such  a  deficiency,  and  that  it  was  a  breach 
of  duty  in  any  treasurer  to  apply  any  such  money  to  any  private  purpose  whatever.  A 
portion,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  amount  for  which  Mr.  Skinner  failed  to  account,  seems 
to  have  been  lent  to  Lord  Stirling,  upon  a  mortgage  which  was  discovered  to  be  a  second 
lien  ;  and  on  the  11th  of  the  same  month  a  committee  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  Lord 
Stirling,  and  request  f  urther  security,  but  they  failed  to  obtain  it. 
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I  have  experienced  some  difficulty  in  selecting  a  theme  for  the  pres- 
ent occasion  ;  and  am  quite  sensible,  after  having  determined  the  point, 
that  I  have  not  been  so  fortunate  as  to  fix  upon  one  which  has  any 
special  attractive  qualities  in  itself,  or  which  promises  anything  of  pe- 
culiar importance  or  interest  in  its  development.  In  one  circumstance, 
however,  it  is  appropriate.  It  is  historical ;  and  in  the  language  of 
Carlyle,  it  ought  to  be  "  enough,  that  all  learners,  all  enquiring  minds 
of  every  order,  are  gathered  around  her  footstool,  and  reverently  pon- 
dering her  lessons,  as  the  true  basis  of  wisdonj.  Poetry,  Divinity, 
Politics,  Physics,  have  each  their  adherents  and  adversaries — each  little 
guild  supporting  a  defensive  and  offensive  war  for  its  special  domain, 
while  the  domain  of  history  is  a  free  emporium,  where  all  these  bellige- 
rents peaceably  meet  and  furnish  themselves ;  and  sentimentalist  and 
utiHtarian,  skeptic  and  theologian  with  one  voice  advise  us;  examine 
history,  for  it  is  Philosophy  teaching  by  experience  f — and  in  this  as- 
pect, mindful  of  what  Bacon  says,  that  "  it  is  for  God  and  Angels  to  be 
lookers  on,"  I  would  fain  contribute  a  note  to  that  which  is  so  useful 
and  important  in  the  instruction  of  mankind.  If  not  a  wreath  to  grace 
your  festival,  1  may,  perhaps,  succeed  in  bringing  one  green  leaf  which 
may  be  thought  worthy  of  a  place  in  your  cliaplet. 

'i'he  different  European  races  which  made  the  hills  and  vallies  of  our 
glorious  country  their  home,  have,  each  in  their  turn,  found  some  con- 
genial pen  to  record  their  character  and  their  deeds.  This  is  well ;  and 
the  woi'k  has  been  the  better  executed,  because  there  was  a  strong  sym- 
pathy with,  and  a  devoted  love  for  it  in  the  mind  of  the  author.  In 
this  way  the  peculiarities  of  each  have  been  fully  set  forth,  and  their 
excellencies  portrayed  by  a  loving  hand ;  and  it  is  for  our  interest 
and  benefit  that  such  has  Ijeen  their  happy  lot.    Our  history  is  more  full 
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and  more  instructive  in  consequence  of  these  labors  of  love,  enriching 
it  from  the  ample  stores  of  the  glorious  past. 

There  is,  however,  one  exception — one  unfortunate  race,  which,  until 
recently,  seemed  fated  to  find  no  eulogist,  and  v^^ere  in  danger  of  being 
forgotten,  and  the  remains  of  their  history  becoming  so  deeply  entombed 
amid  the  rubbish  of  the  past,  that  no  one  would  have  the  courage  to  at- 
tempt to  exhume  them,  and  call  the  attention  of  the  age  to  what  was 
noble,  praise-worthy,  and  instructive  in  their  deeds  and  their  suffer- 
ings. I  allude  to  the  Hollanders.  The  noble  effort  which  O'Calla- 
^han  has  made,  to  give  us  their  true  history,  and  the  rich  harvest  with 
which  that  eff'ort  has  been  rewarded,  has  added  a  wreath  to  our  crown 
— a  star  to  our  firmament  of  glory.* 

Two  circumstances  seem  to  have  combined  in  influencing  such  a 
course  and  producing  the  result  which  w^e  have  alluded  to  above.  The 
first,  that  the  government  of  the  country  was  soon  wrested  from  their 
hands  ;  and  though  there  may  not  have  been  design  or  motive  prompt- 
ing neglect  and  concealment,  there  certainly  was  no  inducement  to 
celebrity  or  conspicuity,  after  that  event.  The  second,  that  the  re- 
mains of  their  history  were  locked  up  in  a  foreign  language — foreign 
to  those  in  authority,  to  the  persons  by  whom,  and  the  language  in 
which,  the  history  of  the  country  was  to  be  written  and  preserved. — 
These  facts  alone  were  enough  to  render  annals  even  more  attractive 
than  theirs ;  a  kind  of  unexplored  region  which  the  foot  of  the  enter- 
prising traveller  even  would  shun,  and  which  the  fashionable  tourist 
would  be  sure  to  leave  in  its  unbroken  solitude.  There  might  be  beau- 
ties there — flowers,  and  lawns,  and  dells,  and  mountain  summits  ; 
streams,  and  sparkling  waters,  and  foaming  cataracts ;  but  who  would 
know  it — who  admire  them?  Like  some  oasis  in  the  heart  of  Africa, 
blooming  in  all  the  luxuriant  fertility  of  a  tropical  clime,  teeming  with 
life  and  enacting  ils  tragedies,  as  well  as  its  farces,  in  the  public  and 
domestic  scene,  but  the  world  remains  as  perfectly  ignorant  of  all,  as 
though  they  never  had  been  ! 

It  is  not  pretended,  or,  at  least,  it  ought  not  to  be,  that  the  Ilollan- 

*  Irving'a  New  York,  it  is  true,  conferred  immortality  upon  the  Dutch  ;  but  it  if  some- 
thing like  the  r-elebriiy  ofa  fool's  cap  and  bells,  while  the  sententious  Kent  passed  them 
by  with  a  single  sweeping  disparagement :  "  'I'he  Duich  Colonial  nnals  are  of  a  tame 
and  pacific  character,  and  generally  dry  and  uninteresting."  The  best  apology  for  the 
Judge,  is  that  he  was  notarquainted  with  them,  and  had  never  '•  committed  what  has 
been  well-called  the  indiacrelion  of  ("  really")  attempting  "to  master  that  portion  of  the 
historv  of  our  country  which  depends  upon  the  Uutch  annals,  without  being  well 
versed  in  the  Dutch  language,"  and  (if  course  was  speaikng  ordy  on  the  authority  of 
others.  Kor  himself  he  had  never  read  a  word  of  them,  and  his  best  excuse  is  that  he 
could  not  ;  only  prttdence  might  have  restrained  him  Irom  affirming,  where  he  had  no 
knowledge;  and  the  rules  of  his  own  profession  ouglit  to  have  reminded  him  not  to  give 
testimony  where  he  was  unacquainted  with  facta. 
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ders  of  New  Netherland  were  a  race  which,  in  loftiness  of  purpose, 
energy  of  character,  and  purity  of  life,  equalled  the  Puritan  and  the 
Huguenot.  Not  that  there  were  not  such  men  in  the  Fatherland,  but 
that  the  circumstances  and  aims  which  led  to  the  establishment  of  their 
Colonies  on  these  shores,  did  not  call  for  them,  and  consequently  they 
were  not  found.  They  were  not  a  religious  sect,  eleva^ted  by  enthusiasm 
and  pursued  by  persecution — seeking  a  home  for  themselves,  and  their 
children,  and  liberty ,  to  worship  God  ;  but  men  wending  in  the  com- 
mon paths  of  life,  and  in  pursuit  of  its  common  aims  and  ends. 

The  object  of  settlement  was  gain,  commerce — and  their  Colonies 
were  composed  of  traders  and  their  assistants  and  servants ;  not  the 
most  favorable  materials  certainly  to  form  a  State.  If  we  add  to  this 
a  sprinkling  of  adventurers,  led  here  by  the  love  of  change  and  the  li- 
cense of  a  country  to  a  very  great  extent  without  an  official  gov- 
ernment, and  a  few  desperadoes,  who,  like  Maryn  Adriensen,  the 
Dutch  Captain,  seem  to  have  cast  loose  upon  these  shores  after  a  wild 
and  desperate  career  in  other  lands,  we  shall  have  a  sufficiently  correct 
idea  of  the  material  out  of  which  the  social  life  and  the  prosperity  of 
the  State  were  formed.  That  out  of  such  material  so  much  was 
evolved  in  process  of  time,  is  not  the  least  praise  wliich  is  due  to  the 
Dutch  character  in  New  Jersey. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  ancient  town  of  Bergen  was  founded  as  ear- 
ly as  1616 ;  but  there  must  be  some  mistake  in  this.  It  was  probably 
only  an  out-post  for  trade  ;  rude  in  construction  and  tenanted  only  by 
those  engaged  in  it.  The  first  appropriation  of  land  to  individuals 
in  the  limits  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  is  said  to  be  the  purchase  of  Mi- 
chael Paauw,  of  the  district  called  Hoboken- Hacking,  opposite  New 
Amsterdam,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  .^.'aaritius,  the  12th  July  1630, 
to  which  was  added,  on  November  22nd,  Ahasiaius  and  the  peninsula  of 
Aressheck,  having  the  North  River  on  the  east,  Hoboken-IIacking  on 
the  north,  and  surrounded  by  marshes,  which  served  sufficiently  for 
distinct  boundaries.  The  compensation  for  all  this  was  "  certain  car- 
goes or  parcels  of  goods,"  and  the  place  was  named  "  Pavonia."  In 
this  apparently  unimportant  transaction  was  laid,  in  fact,  the  founda- 
tion of  our  fruitful  and  chivalrous  State.  The  first  Colony,  however, 
was  planted,  or  attempted — for  every  individual  left  there  was  murdered 
by  the  Indians — on  the  Delaware  by  De  Vries,  in  the  very  next  year, 
1631 ;  but  jealousies  arising  at  the  New  Netherlands,  Minuet  was  re- 
called, and  the  idea  of  colonization  indefinitely  posponed,  and  only 
resumed  under  Van  Twiller  several  years  later  ;  (we  are  speaking  of 
colonization  as  connected  with  a  permanent  improvement  of  the  soil 
10 


72 


and  cultivation.)  In  1633  two  houses  were  erected  at  Pavonia,*  but 
scarcely  one  solitary  agricultural  settler  had  been,  as  yet,  sent  over  by 
the  Company  to  free  the  forest  or  reclaim  the  wilderness  ;f  and  it  was 
not  until  John  Evertsen  Bout  came  out  from  Holland  in  the  ship 
Eendracht,  as  Superintendant  of  Mr.  Paauw's  Colony  at  Pavonia,  and 
in  1630  obtained  a  deed  for  a  farm  in  Bergen  that  there  was,  in  fact, 
any  actual  settlement  there.J 

The  inducements  to  colonize,  thus,  were  all  connected  with  trade,  or 
grew  out  of  its  success.^  Supplies  were  needed  for  those  who  prose- 
cuted it ;  and  to  obtain  them,  cultivation  became  necessary.  The  bu- 
siness of  supply  was  profitable  when  drawn  from  virgin  soil,  and  it 
found  those  who  were  willing  to  pursue  it.  Says  one  who  has  studied 
all  the  particulars  of  this  history : — from  the  mildness  of  the  climate 
and  the  other  physical  advantages  of  the  country,  many  among  them 
— the  merchants  in  Amsterdam — trading  to  N.  Netherlands,  began  to 
turn  their  attention  to  the  colonization  of  those  distant  parts,  in  the 
hope  that  by  the  establishment  of  industrious  settlers  and  well  regu- 
lated plantations,  their  resources  might  be  developed,  wealthy  Colo- 
nies founded,  and  a  permanent  market  finally  created  for  the  manufac- 
tories of  the  Fatherland.lT  In  this  way  the  settlement  and  estivation 
of  the  country  grew  out  of  its  occupation,  with  one  or  two  excep- 
tions ;  no  wealth  fostered  the  effort — no  strong  arm  defended  it  It  is 
true  the  Baron  Vander  Capellan  and  the  Baron  Van  Nederhorst  have 
left  their  names  on  record  in  the  history  of  the  State  as  landholders 
and  proprietors  of  Colonies  within  its  bounds ;  but  this  is  all.  Even 
their  nobility  has  not  saved  them  from  the  root  of  oblivion  ;  for  in  re- 
gard to  the  last,  it  is  even  now  a  problem  where  his  Colony  was  situ- 
ated.** This  could  hardly  have  happened  east  of  the  Connecticut ;  a 
town,  a  college,  or,  at  least,  a  hbtel  would  have  marked  such  a  fortu- 
nate circumstance  as  that  of  a  sprig  of  nobility  attempting  to  plant 
itself  in  our  plain,  untilled  commonwealth.  But  the  fact  is,  the  soil 
of  America  seems  never  to  have  been  specially  congenial  to  such  scions, 
and  they  generally  passed  away  hastily  and  without  being  ehronicled. 


♦  See  the  History  of  New  Netherland :  Vol.  1,  p.  156.   t  Ibid  :  p.  157.   t  Ibid ;  p.  167. 

^  Diversche  schepen  met  volck  ende  beestialen  naa  N.  Nederlandt  gesonden,  by 
Tvelck  volck,  synde  nieest  dienaaren  Tande  meergemelde  compagnie. — Yerbael  Van  Be- 
verninck ;  page  606. 

If  History  of  New  Netherlands :  p.  82. 

**  The  description  of  O'Callaghan  is  so  general  as  to  warrant  the  assertion  in  the  text. 
**  A  new  Colonie,"  of  which  Meyndert  Meyndersten,  the  Heer  Nederhorst,  was  Patroon, 
was  established  in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  (1641,)  on  the  main  land  behind  Staten  Is- 
land, and  extended  from  Achter  Cul,  or  Newark  Bay,  to  Tappan ;  a  very  wide  dwelling 
place  for  half  a  score  of  families. 
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If  we  add  to  the  circumstances  above  noticed,  the  encouragement 
which  was  extended  by  the  West  India  company  at  home,  and  which 
found  its  motives  in  the  profits  of  commerce,  rather  than  the  designs  of 
statesmen,  we  shall  have  a  clear  view  of  the  origin  of  the  Dutch  colo- 
nies in  New  Jersey,  and  of  the  materials  out  of  which  they  were  com- 
posed. It  is  admitted,  however,  that  the  origin  of  the  West  India  com- 
pany itself,  was  in  some  sense,  so  far  at  least,  as  the  States  General  was 
concerned,  political,  and  this  was  on  its  part  an  engagement  to  furnish 
money  and  armed  ships  to  defend  the  company's  interest  in  the  New 
World;  %\it  this  was  only  in  case  war  should  arise  out  of  the  course 
which  they  had  determined  to  pursue  in  reference  to  Spain;  the  12 years 
of  truce  with  which  had  just  terminated.  In  truth  the  project  as  well 
as  the  company,  was  after  all  essentially  one  purely  commercial,  set  on 
foot  ostensibly  with  the  view  of  bringing  additional  resources  to  bear 
against  the  common  enemy,  Spain,  but  in  fact  to  enrich  its  projectors 
and  agents  by  a  gainful  trade  with  the  untutored  aborigines  of  the  new 
world.* 

It  will  admit  also  of  a  question,  whether,  upon  the  whole,  the  very 
form  in  which  encouragement  was  offered,  including  as  it  did  all  the 
evils  of  Patroons  and  Seigneurship,  really  proved  in  the  end  a  benefit  to 
the  colonies.  That  they  flourished  and  extended  rapidly,  is  beyond  all 
question.  The  industry,  thrift  and  economy,  which  had  converted  the 
marshes  of  Holland  into  a  garden,  reared  upon  them  marts  of  com- 
merce and  manufactures,  which  in  their  day,  had  no  rivals  in  Europe, 
when  applied  to  the  teeming  soil  of  the  new  world  could  hardly  fail  to 
give  large  remunerative  returns.  It  was  a  necessary  consequence,  and 
hence  the  vallies  of  the  Passaic  and  Hackensack  showed  well  cultiva- 
ted farms  and  comfortable  dwellings,  before  the  forests  in  other  parts  of 
the  state  were  ever  disturbed  by  the  sound  of  the  woodman's  axe,  and 
their  wild  deer  frightened  by  the  presence  of  man. 

Smith  in  describing  the  state  of  the  country  says — near  the  mouth  of 
the  bay  upon  the  side  of  Overprook  creek,  adjacent  to  Hackensack  riv- 
er, several  of  the  rich  vallies  were  then  settled  ;  and  near  Snake  Hill 
was  a  fine  plantation,  owned  by  Pinhorne  and  Eickbe  :  for  half  of  which 
Pinhorne  is  said  to  have  paid  £500.  Then  there  were  other  settle- 
ments upon  Hackensack  river ;  and  on  a  creek  near  it,  Sarah  Kierstfead, 
of  New  York,  had  a  tract  given  her  by  an  old  Indian  Sachem,  for  her 
services  in  interpreting,  on  which  several  families  were  settled.  John 
Berry  had  a  large  plantation  two  or  three  miles  above,  and  considerable 
improvements;  as  had  also  near  him,  his  son-in-law.  Smith,  and  one 


*  Hiat.  New  Netherlands,  p.  91. 
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Baker,  from  Barbadoes,  on  the  west  side  of  the  creek : — opposite  to  Ber- 
ry were  other  plantations.  There  was  a  considerable  settlement  upon 
Bergen  Point,  first  improved  by  Edsall,  in  Nichol's  time.  Other  small 
plantations  were  improved  along  Bergen  Neck  to  the  east,  between 
the  point  and  a  large  village,  Communipaw,  of  20  families.  Further 
along  lived  16  or  18  families  ;  and  opposite  New  York,  about  40  fami- 
lies were  seated.  Southward  of  this  a  few  families  settled  together  at 
a  place  called  the  Duke's  farm  ;  and  further  up  the  country  was  a  place 
called  Hoebuck — now  settled,  and  a  mill  erected  there.  AJpng  the 
river  side  to  the  north,  were  lands  settled  by  William  Lawrence,  Sam- 
uel Edsall,  and  Capt.  Beinfield — near  the  Highlands,  Gov.  Carteret 
had  taken  up  two  large  tracts.  This,  it  is  true,  applies  to  a  period 
somewhat  later:  but  from  the  number,  extent  and  maturity  indicated, 
is  a  sufficient  proof  of  our  assertion  ! 

The  mild  laws  of  the  colonies,  and  the  liberty  enjoyed  there,  from 
many  onerous  Puritan  exactions,  also  operated  in  their  favour.  The 
persecuted,  forgetting  the  principles  for  which  they  had  been  obliged  to 
remove  to  America,  in  their  turn  became  persecutors,  and  now  with- 
held the  principles  of  citizenship  from  all  who  refused  to  square  their 
belief  according  to  a  prescribed  rule,  or  who  were  not  members  of  a 
peculiar  church ;  and  denying  freedom  of  conscience  and  political 
rights  to  such  as  differed  with  them  on  abstruse  points,  which  possibly 
neither  party  clearly  understood,  punished  a  minority  for  their  "heresy" 
by  incarceration  and  banishment.  "  Such  a  course  necessarily  pro- 
duced discontent ;  to  escape  from  the  insupportable  government  of 
New  England,"  numbers,  nay,  "  whole  towns"  removed  to  New  Ne- 
therlands, to  enjoy  among  the  Dutch,  that  religious  liberty  denied  them 
by  their  own  countrymen.  It  may  be  mentioned  here  by  the  way, 
that  while  the  belief  in  witchcraft  was  rife  in  New  England,  in  all  Dutch 
Churches,  at  every  communion  season,  the  members  were  not  only 
warned  in  the  form  used  in  that  sacred  service,  against  "  all  enchant- 
ers, diviners,  charmers,  and  those  who  confide  in  such  enchantments," 
but  the  rejection  of  the  whole  idea  of  "  familliar  spirits"  was  made  a 
condition  of  partaking  of  the  Holy  Sacrament.* 

At  the  same  time,  several  persons  whose  time  of  service  had  expired 
in  Virginia,  where  they  had  become  familiar  with  the  process  of  rais- 
ing and  curing  tobacco,  repaired  to  Manhattan,  with  the  view  to  con- 
tinue there  the  cultivation  of  that  plant,  which  was  in  such  general 
demand,  and  from  which  such  laige  remunerative  returns  were  ob- 
tained.   The  number  of  such  persons  increased  so  much  in  a  short 

*  See  Form  Communion  in  Const,  of  the  Dutch  Ref.  Church. 
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time,  that  the  attention  of  Government  was  directed  to  the  fact, 
and  they  were  called  on  to  take  an  oath  of  allegiance,  to  Dutch  au- 
thorities.   All  this  had  occurred  before  1639. 

Besides  these  fertile  vallies,  which  the  Hollanders  appropriated  to 
themselves,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  state,  they  also  soon  occupied 
one  of  the  most  fertile  portions  of  its  middle  section.  The  whole  val- 
ley of  the  Raritan  and  its  tributaries,  belongs  to  their  descendants,  with 
a  few  immaterial  exceptions.  The  settlements  on  the  Raritan,  and 
Millstone,  however,  were  not  made  until  nearly  half  a  century  from 
this  time.  The  earliest  title  for  the  land,  obtained  from  the  Indians, 
dates  in  1681 — and  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  the  state,  were  not 
immediately  from  Holland,  but  from  Long  Island.  Many  of  them  ap- 
pear to  have  been  Walloons  and  Huguenots.  The  Walloons  were  in- 
habitants of  the  frontier,  between  France  and  Flanders,  extending 
from  the  Scheldt  to  the  river  Lys.  They  spoke  the  old  French  or 
Gallic  language,  and  professed  the  Reformed  Religion.  During  the 
thirty  years  war,  they  distinguished  themselves  for  their  valor  and 
savage  spirit.  The  name  is  derived,  it  is  said,  either  from  "  Wall," 
water  or  sea,  or  more  probably  from  the  old  German  word  "  Wahle" 
signifying  foreigner.  They  applied,  in  1622,  to  Sir  Dudley  Carleton 
for  permission  to  settle  in  Virginia,  with  the  privilege  of  erecting  a 
town  there,  and  of  being  governed  by  magistrates,  to  be  elected  by 
themselves.  The  application  was  referred  to  the  Virginia  company, 
but  the  condition  which  they  attached  to  the  permission  granted,  seems 
not  to  have  been  satisfactory  to  the  applicants,  and  many  of  them  sub- 
sequently turned  their  attention  to  New  Netherlands,  where  the  first 
company  arrived,  in  company  with  Director  Minuet,  in  1624,  and  set- 
tled tit  the  Wallabout.  Among  these  was  George  Ransen  de  Rapelye, 
whose  daughter  Sarah  is  celebrated  as  the  first  white  child  born  on 
Long  Island ;  and  several  of  the  families  on  the  Raritan  claim  kindred 
with  her,  as  direct  descendants.* 

The  records  of  the  church  of  Raritan,  alone  give  some  forty  families 
which  seem  to  have  come  from  France,  in  some  one  of  the  great  per- 
secutions, by  which  the  reformation  was  succeeded  there,  and  from 
Holland,  to  hav^  made  their  way  to  our  shores.  This  difference  of 
origin  and  character  is  yet  visible  among  the  descendants  of  the  two 
principal  Dutch  colonies,  in  New  Jersey.  Indeed,  the  Huguenot 
character,  is  largely  developed,  in  Somerset  county,  making  it  one  of 
the  greenest  spots  in  our  state,  on  more  accounts  than  one.  There 
is  no  better  organized  community  in  the  whole  country — there  are  no 

*  See  HlBt.  of  New  Netherlands,  vol.  I,  page  UO. 
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churches  exhibiting  more  order  and  consistent  piety — there  is  no  coun- 
ty which  has  sent  forth  a  larger  quota  of-men,  eminent  in  all  the  walks 
of  life — there  is  none  at  this  time,  more  advanced  in  intellectual  im- 
provement, and  in  the  means  and  appliances  of  education.  That  it 
owes  something  to  the  character  of  its  first  settlers,  no  one  can  doubt, 
who  has  been  taught  from  history,  how  it  works  out,  through  the  course 
of  many  successive  years,  the  great  impulses  of  controliug  events,  and 
efficient  causes. 

"  Social  life,"  says  Carlyle,  "  is  the  aggregate  of  all  the  individual 
men's  lives,  who  constitute  society.  History  is  the  essence  of  innu- 
merable biographies."  In  the  words  of  Cicero — "  historia  est  testis 
temporum ;  lux  veritatis ;  vita  memoricB,  magistra  vitce  ;  nuncia 
vetustatis"  and  in  no  quarter  of  the  globe  can  difference  of  impulse, 
given  by  different  races  to  the  "  social  life"  and  the  "  history"  of  commu- 
nities, be  more  clearly  traced,  than  upon  this  continent.  A  true  history 
can  only  be  written,  after  an  insight  into  these  influences  has  been  ob- 
tained ;  and  its  beauty  and  instructiveness,  and  virtues,  will  consist  in 
the  clear  and  full  developments,  which  it  is  able  to  make  of  the  manner 
in  which  they  affected  individual  character,  created  activities,  moulded 
communities,  and  gave  tone  to  thought,  to  life,  to  conduct !  Such  a 
philosophical  history,  would  be  like  a  telescope,  with  powers  to  bring 
to  view  the  past,  and  make  it  instructive  to  the  present ;  like  a  panora- 
ma, in  which,  what  has  been,  is  distinctly  represented  and  made  real, 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  us  to  know  what  will  be.  It  would  be  a 
history,  such  as  histories  always  should  have  been,  but  alas !  few  of 
which,  the  world  has  seen. 

But  it  was  not  my  purpose  to  enter  upon  the  civil  history  of  Hol- 
landers in  New  Jersey,  having  neither  materials  nor  leisure  fitly  to  ex- 
ecute such  a  task.  So  far  as  it  has  been  done  in  what  has  been  said  of 
the  New  Netherlands  it  is  well  done  ;  but  it  will  remain  as  a  task  for 
some  one  who  is  capable  of  penetrating  into  the  mass  of  materials 
preserved  in  the  Dutch  language,  at  some  future  time  to  do  our  own 
State  justice  in  this  respect.  What  we  have  in  our  present  histories 
of  New  Jersey,  with  their  acknowledged  merits,  is  but  a  bird's-eye 
view,  and  that  so  distant  and  so  dim,  that  the  outlines  can  hardly  be 
seen,  when  there  is,  in  truth,  a  beautiful  landscape,  rich  in  sunlight 
and  in  shade,  in  stirring  life  and  high  purposes,  in  hopes,  in  fears,  in 
affections  and  hates — in  all,  in  fact,  that  makes  the  world  a  world  of 
interest  to  us ;  and  all  this  beauty  and  life  is  to  be  laid  open,  made 
palpable  and  real,  for  our  instruction  and  for  our  encouragement ! 

What  I  hoped  to  do  was — after  the  rapid  glance  which  I  have  taken 
of  the  Netherlanders  in  New  Jersey, — to  give  some  ecclesiastical  remia- 
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iscences,  which  have  fallen  In  my  way,  and  which  I  consider  not  an 
unvaluable  contribution  to  those  materials  out  of  which  our  history  will, 
at  some  future  time,  be  written ;  regarding  this  to  be  of  the  more  impor- 
tance from  the  fact  that  many  of  these  things,  like  the  leaves  of  the 
Sybil,  are  growing  fewer  year  by  year,  and  the  remnant,  of  course, 
more  valuable.  If  they  are  not  soon  snatched  from  the  tide  which  is 
bearing  them  onward  to  the  great  ocean  of  oblivion,  they  will  be  lost 
forever. 

The  27th  article  of  "  freedoms  and  exemptions  granted  to  the  colo- 
nists of  New  Netherland"  by  the  West  India  Company,  passed  on  the 
seventh  day  of  June,  1629, enacted  "that the  Patroons  and  Colonists 
shall,  in  particular,  and  in  the  speediest  manner,  endeavor  to  find  out 
ways  and  means  whereby  they  may  support  a  minister  and  a  school- 
master, that  thus  the  services  of  God  and  zeal  for  religion  may  not 
grow  cool  and  be  neglected  ^mong  them  ;  and  thus  they  do  for  the 
first,  procure  a  comforter  for  the  sick."  In  the  charter  of  the  town 
of  Bergen  it  was  also  enjoined  "to  make  provision  for  religious  wor- 
ship, to  choose  a  minister  for  the  preaching  of  the  word  of  God,  and 
administering  of  the  holy  sacrament — to  lay  out  such  a  portion  of  land 
for  him,  and  the  keeping  of  a  free  school  for  the  education  of  youth  as 
they  shall  think  fit,  which  land  is  to  remain  and  to  continue  forever 
without  tax."  This  provision  faithfully  carried  out,  is  yet  producing  its 
beneficial  influences. 

These  provisions  were  not  a  mere  form — a  statute  with  a  dead  letter. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  town,  five  years  after  they  had  obtained  a  grant 
for  their  land  (1663,)  and  their  number  could  all  be  included  in  two  or 
three  scores,  agreed,  according  to  this  provision,  to  be  taxed  for  the 
support  of  public  worship ;  and  in  the  next  year  (1664)  commenced 
the  erection  of  a  house  for  divine  service.  Tradition  gives  us  the  situa- 
tion and  character  of  that  old  "  log-cabbin"  standing  on  the  hill  in 
what  is  now  known  as  the  "  old  burying-ground,"  where,  from  the 
beginning, — ^urbem  conditum, — the  ancient  fathers  had  assembled  to 
worship  God,  and  memory  hallows  it  as  a  sacred  spot,  consecrated  like 
Bethel  and  Peniel,  by  visible  manifestations  of  heavenly  grace.  Nor 
is  there  a  stronger  fact  in  all  our  history  proving  the  attachment  of  a 
people  to  their  religion  than  another  corresponding  circumstance  ;  that 
for  fifty  years  and  upwards,  while  they  were  dependent  upon  the  Pas- 
tors in  the  city  of  New  York  for  the  administration  of  the  ordinances, 
the  Lord's  Supper  was  dispensed  to  them  on  a  Monday  instead  of  the 
Sabbath,  because  these  Pastors  were  then  engaged  in  their  own  church- 
es, and  that  they  should  regularly  assemble  for  that  purpose.  The 
careful  economy  likewise^  with  which  they  began  to  set  apart  certain 
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monies  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the  Gospel,  and  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  the  rich  endowment  of  that  ancient  church,  is  to  bo  mention- 
ed to  their  praise. 

About  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century,  churches  had  been  or- 
ganized in  all  the  Dutch  settlements  in  the  State :  Hackensack,  1686; 
Raritan,  1699,  and  at  Belleville,  Acquackanonk,  Totow^a,  and  Paramus 
about  the  same  time. 

In  these  churches,  as  Pastors,  labored  and  prayed  such  men  as  Gu- 
liam  Bartholf,  and  Duboise,  of  Hackensack ;  Schoonmaker,  of  Ac- 
quackanonk ;  Meyers,  of  Pompton,  and  Jackson,  of  Bergen — all  men 
of  piety  and  eminent  in  their  day — faithful,  laborious,  pains  taking,  to 
edify  the  church  and  preach  the  Gospel. 

Bartholf  was  the  first  minister  of  the  church  at  Hackensack.  He 
is  said  to  have  been  born  there,  and  having  received  a  good  education, 
and  exhibiting  rare  gifts,  he  was  chosen  by  the  church  to  be  their  Pas- 
tor, sent  over  to  Holland  to  study  Theology  and  receive  ordination, 
and,  on  his  return,  wa*s  installed,  and  labored  many  years,  having 
many  seals  to  his  ministry,  and  died  in  peace.  He  was  in  possession 
of  a  mild  and  placid  eloquence  which  persuaded  by  its  gentleness  and 
attracted  by  the  sweetness  which  it  distilled,  and  the  holy  savour  of 
piety  which  it  diffused  around.  He  belonged  to  the  evangelical  part 
of  the  ministry  of  his  day,  and  promoted  the  independence  of  the 
church  of  foreign  control. 

Meyers,  of  Pompton,  was  originally  called  to  the  church  at  King- 
ston, in  the  State  of  New  York.  He  was  a  man  of  extensive  learning, 
and  had  been  ediicated  in  one  of  the  Universities  of  Germany.  He 
sailed  from  London  on  the  6th  August,  17G3,  in  the  same  ship^  with  J. 
R.  Hardenbergh,  and  afterwards  married  his  sister.  In  Nov.  1772,  af- 
ter serving  the  church  foraiine  years — on  account  of  disaffection,  aris 
ing  from  his  views  on  the  question  of  the  independence  of  the  church 
— he  removed  to  New  Jersey  and  became  Pastor  of  the  churches  of 
Pompton  and  Totawa.  While  there  he  was  appointed  Professor  of 
Oriental  Literature  and  Lector  in  the  Hebrew  language,  and  received 
the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  in  Divinity  from  Queen's  College. — 
Meyers  ranked,  in  point  of  influence,  with  Hardenbergh  and  Livingston 
in  the  church  to  which  he  belonged ;  and  in  his  piety  and  evangelical 
spirit  savoured  of  the  Blairs  and  Tennents  in  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
His  remains  sleep  under  the  Pulpit  of  the  church  on  Pompton  Plains ; 
and  some  twenty  years  since,  when  the  church  was  about  to  be  enlarged^ 
the  wall  in  the  rear  was  left  standing,  and  extended  on  both  sides,  so 
as  to  preserve  the  place  of  the  Pulpit  in  the  new  house  precisely  where 
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it  had  been  in  the  old  ;  immediately  above  his  grave  a  broad  stone  marks 
the  place  virhere  his  ashes  rests,  anu  records  his  honors  and  his  virtues. 

Jackson  originally  studied  with  John  Frelinghuysen,  at  Raritan,  and 
after  having  been  selected  by  the  church  of  Bergen  as  their  Pastor, 
w^ent  to  Holland  to  complete  his  studies  and  receive  ordination. — 
He  was  absent  five  years,  but  the  patience  of  the  church  which  had 
chosen  him  was  not  exhausted.  When  he  returned  in  1755,  they  re- 
ceived him  with  open  arms ;  and  he  labored  among  them  for  32  years, 
when,  in  consequence  of  a  failure  of  his  intellectual  powers,  he  was  de- 
clared "  Emeritus,"  and  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  the  Pastoral 
office,  his  kind  people  administering  to  his  wants  until  his  death.  Jack- 
son was  a  man  of  learning  and  gifts.  His  oratory  had  a  popular  char- 
acter. He  might  have  been  a  demagogue,  and  wielded  an  extensive 
political  influence,  if  he  had  devoted  himself  to  secular  pursuits.  As 
a  field  preacher,  he  is  said,  by  one  yet  living  who  often  heard  him 
preaching  in  the  open  air,  to  have  been  but  little  interior  to  Whitefield 
himself.  But  he  preached  in  the  Dutch  language,  which,  to  those  who 
have  written  our  history,  was  an  "  unknown  tongue,"  and  so  no 
one  has  arisen  to  do  him  honor,  and  no  pen  has  recorded  his  virtues  or 
the  triumphs  of  his  eloquence. 

I  might  extend  the  list  and  introduce  into  it  other  names  and  portraits, 
but  it  is  unnecessary.  The  whole  of  this  department  of  the  history  of 
our  State  is  in  the  hands  of  one  who  will  do  it  justice,*  and  at  some 
future  time  the  society  may  have  the  pleasure  of  listening  to  its  de- 
tails. 

The  first  improvements  on  the  Raritan  were  made  subsequent  to  the 
year  1681.  The  names  of  Thomas  Codington,  John  White,  John 
Royce,  Jerome  and  Peter  Van  Nest,  Cornelius  and  John  Tunison, 
James  Graham,  and  Matthew  Taylor,  occur  as  having  been  the  first 
land-holders  and  permanent  residents.  They  all  purchased  their  plan- 
tations from  the  Aborigines,  at  what  was  considered,  by  both  parties,  a 
fair  price,  and  occupied  them  in  peace.  They  had  long  been  the  fa- 
vorite hunting  and  fishing  grounds  of  the  Raritan  tribe ;  the  head- 
quarters of  which  was  the  site  of  Piscataway,  and  a  considerable 
town  was  also  situated  directly  opposite  the  present  village  of  Raritan, 
on  the  south  bank  of  the  river. 

Nearly  twenty  years  elapsed  from  the  time  of  the  extinction  of  the 
Indian  title,  before  the  inhabitants  were  sufficiently  numerous  to  form 
themselves  mto  a  church.    On  the  9th  of  March,  1699,  the  Rev.  Mr. 


*  Rev.  Dr.  Taylor,  of  Bergen. 
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Bartholf,  of  Hackensack,  ordained  John  Tunison,  as  an  Elder  and 

Peter  Van  Nest  as  a  Deacon,  and  so  organized  the  church  in  form. — 
On  the  succeeding  day,  three  children  received  the  ordinance  of  bap- 
tism ;  and  from  the  record  of  their  parents  and  Godfathers,  or  spon- 
sors, we  ascertain  the  names  of  three  more  of  the  early  inhabitants  of 
Raritan.  They  Vere  Cornelius  Vroom,  Derick  Middagh,  and  Michael 
Jansen.  From  the  same  source  we  learn,  that  before  1700,  Michael 
Van  Veghten,  Frederick  Garretsen,  John  Ootman  Wortman,  Jacob 
Sebring,  Isaac  Bodine,  Maurice  Alleyn,  and  Peter  Dumont,  were  land- 
holders and  members  of  the  congregation. 

From  the  organization  of  the  church  until  1720,  it  was  favored  with 
only  occasional  preaching ;  but  the  Lord's  Supper  appears  to  have  been 
regularly  administered  twice  every  year  by  ministers  from  the  vicinity 
of  New  York.  In  the  Spring  of  1728,  Theodorus  Jacobus  Freling- 
huysen  arrived  from  Holland,  and  assumed  the  pastoral  charge  of  the 
churches  of  Raritan,  New  Brunswick,  Six  Mile  Run,  and  North  Branch. 
When  he  entered  upon  his  labors  in  the  County  of  Somerset,  there  was 
almost  everything  to  dishearten  and  few  things  to  encourage.  The 
population  was  sparse,  the  settlements  miles  apart,  the  country  covered 
with  wood,  the  roads  but  little  more  than  bridle  paths,  the  rivers  and 
streams  unbridged,  and  the  people  in  that  condition  in  which  even  the 
best  and  most  moral  community  will  be  found,  after  having  been,  for 
30  or  40  years,  in  a  wilderness,  without  schools,  churches,  or  any  of  the 
benefits  of  public  institution  in  morals  and  Christianity. 

An  anecdote  is  told  of  the  circumstances  which  induced  him  to 
come  to  America,  which,  as  illustrative  of  his  temper,  may  not  be  in- 
appropriate to  the  present  occasion.  The  churches  hero  were  sup- 
plied with  Pastors  by  the  West  India  Company,  and  they,  living  princi- 
pally in  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  generally  advised  with  and  employed 
the  ministers  of  that  city  and  its  vicinity  in  procuring  suitable  persons 
to  be  sent  out.  When  the  call  from  the  churches  in  New  Jersey  was 
received,  a  pious  minister  of  the  classis  of  Amsterdam,  named  Siccos- 
chandy,  interested  himself  in  procuring  an  evangelical  minister  to  pro- 
ceed thither ;  and  while  inquiries  were  being  made,  Mr.  Frelinghuysen 
passed  through  the  town  in  which  Siccoschandy  resided,  from  West 
Friesland,  his  native  country,  on  his  way  to  the  city  of  Ermbden,  to 
the  Rectorship  of  the  Academy  of  which  he  had  received  an  invitation, 
and  put  up  for  the  night  at  the  house  of  the  Elder  of  the  church. — 
When  the  hour  for  family  worship  arrived,  the  young  stranger  was  in- 
vited to  conduct  it.  lie  readily  consented,  and  after  reading  a  chapter 
in  the  sacred  scriptures,  gave  a  brief  exposition  and  concluded  with 
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prayer.  The  Elder  was  so  much  please-d  with  his  remarks  and  with  his 
whole  spirit  and  conversation,  that  in  the  morning,  when  he  was  about 
to  depart  on  his  journey,  he  exacted  a  promise  of  him  to  make  his  house 
his  home  again  on  his  return,  and  then  hastening  to  his  Pastor,  ex- 
claimed :  "  I  have  found  the  man  to  go  to  America."  In  due  time  the 
promise  was  fulfilled,  and  after  consultation  and  conference,  he  agreed 
to  accept  the  call  and  emigrate  to  America.  The  thing  was  consider- 
ed by  him  as  a  special  providence,  and  left  no  question  in  his  mind  as 
to  the  path  of  duty,  when  he  forsook  forever  his  home  and  kindred  for 
strangers  in  the  wilderness,  that  he  might  bring  to  them  the  blessing  of 
the  Gospel  ordinances. 

When  he  arrived  and  surveyed  his  field  of  labor,  he  found  it  wide, 
but  by  no  means  inviting.  Besides  its  extent,  and  the  imperfection  of 
the  avenues  of  travel,  without  roads  or  bridges,  and  obliging  him  to 
pursue  all  his  duties  on  horseback — the  state  of  religious  knowledge 
and  sentiment  was  by  no  means  favorable.  We  shall  not  do  the  early 
settlers  in  Somerset  County  any  injustice  if  we  describe  their  moral 
and  religious  state  in  the  words  of  Rev.  Samuel  Blair,  in  reference  to 
the  churches  in  Pennsylvania,  about  the  same  period  :  "  A  very  la- 
mentable ignorance  of  the  main  essentials  of  true  practical  religion  and 
the  doctrines  nearly  relating  thereto,  very  generally  prevailed.  The 
people  were  generally,  through  the  land,  careless  at  heart  and  stupidly 
indifferent  about  the  great  concerns  of  eternity."* 

His  place  of  residence  was  about  three  miles  west  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, from  which,  as  a  centre,  he  made  his  excursions  as  the  wants  of 
his  people  demanded,  preaching  alternately  in  the  different  churches, 
and  catechising  and  instructing  the  youth.  Here  Whitefield  found  him 
in  1739,  and  iti  his  journal  speaks  of  an  extensive  revival  of  religion  as 
the  effect  of  his  labors  in  New  Brunswick  and  its  vicinity.  Here  Gil- 
bert Tennent  found  him  when  he  came  to  New  Brunswick  in  1727, 
and  also  makes  mention  of  the  revival,  and  of  the  soundness  and  ex- 
perience of  those  who  professed  to  have  been  his  subjects,  as  well  as 
a  kind  letter  which  he  wrote  him  in  reference  to  his  public  duties  as  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel 

The  history  of  this  great  work  of  Grace  has  never  been  written, 
and  cannot  now  be  given  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  or  to  any  ex- 
tent. The  materials  have  almost  entirely  perished.  Tradition  repre. 
sents  it  as  having  been  very  general  and  powerful — very  evangelical 
and  thorough.  In  the  church  at  Raritan,  the  records  of  which  alone 
have  been  preserved,  44  were  received  on  confession  of  their  faith, 

*  See  "  Log  College,"  pp.  258-9. 
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which  must  have  been  nearly,  if  not  quite,  equal  to  one  in  each  family ; 
and  the  supposition  that  an  equal  number  were  received  in  the  other 
churches,  would  make  the  whole  number  176,  which  cannot  be  very 
wide  of  the  truth.  This,  considering  the  state  of  the  churches,  was  a 
grand  result,  and  shows  that  it  was  in  fact  what  it  has  been  considered 
as  the  turning  point  in  the  religious  influences  in  Somerset  County. — 
The  fruits  of  it  remained  long  visible  in  the  character  of  the  people, 
and  are  even  yet,  perhaps,  working  for  good.  It  had  one  effect,  which 
was  of  incalculable  value.  It  decided  the  question  whether  a  formal 
faith  in  the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  or  the  practical,  spiritjial  religion 
of  the  heart  was  its  genuine  type ;  and  saved  the  churches  from  resting 
in  a  form  in  which  there  was  no  power. 

Out  of  the  state  of  things  which  this  revival  produced,  grew  the 
necessity  of  an  expedient,  which,  although  successful  in  this  one  case, 
and  perhaps  justifiable,  is  certainly  of  doubtful  propriety  as  a  general 
course.  The  extent  of  his  pastoral  charge  made  it  utterly  impossible 
for  Mr.  Frelinghuysen  to  counsel  and  advise,  to  instruct  and  guide  all 
those  who,  in  such  a  state  of  awakened  feeling  and  enquiry,  demanded 
his  attention.  What  then  was  he  to  do  ?  Assistance  could  not  be  ob- 
tained from  his  brethren  in  the  ministry,  for  there  were  no  supernumer- 
aries in  those  days.  He  determined,  like  an  energetic  man,  to  meet 
the  emergency  and  provide  for  it  in  the  best  possible  way.  He  select- 
ed from  the  aged,  prudent,  and  pious  men  in  each  of  his  churches,  two 
of  the  most  gifted,  and  set  them  apart  for  this  work.  They  were  not 
ministers — they  did  not  attempt  to  preach ;  but  they  were  the  leaders  in 
the  prayer  meetings,  the  visitors  of  the  sick,  the  advisors  of  the  inquir- 
ing, and  the  instructor  of  the  young  by  catechising  and  exhorting  ;  they 
were  called  " helpers"  and  continued,  during  their  lives,  to  be  held  in 
special  honor  and  respect ;  and  it  is  said  that  there  has  been  a  special 
observable  blessing  upon  their  families,  manifested  in  a  kind  of  hered- 
itary piety  from  father  to  son,  even  down  to  our  day,  like  that  which 
rested  upon  "  the  house  of  Obed  Edom,  because  the  ark  was  there." 

The  most  striking  characteristics  of  the  preaching  of  Mr.  Freling- 
huysen, were  its  evangelical  character,  the  frequency  with  which  he 
insisted  on  regeneration  or  change  of  life,  and  his  vehemency  in  main- 
taining that  all  forms  were  nugatory  without  the  religion  of  the  heart. 
On  these  points  his  views  and  course  were  not  in  harmony  with  those  of 
his  people.  "  How  can  he  know  whether  a  man  is  born  again  ?"  said 
they ;  and  many  soon  began  to  manifest  alienation  and  opposition.— 
A  division  arose — the  church  was  distracted,  and  his  latter  days  em- 
bittered ;  but  it  did  not  daunt  him  for  a  moment.    He  went  forward  ia 
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his  course  without  regard  to  favor  or  to  fear.  He  published  at  diffe- 
rent  times  small  volumes  of  his  sermons  which  had  been  most  objected 
to,  and  his  enemies  also  put  forth  a  pamphlet  of  146  pnges,  containing 
an  elaborate  and  ingenious  defence  of  the  course  which  they  had  pur- 
sued ;  but  in  the  end  his  measures  were  perfectly  successful,  and  his 
enemies  under  the  ministry  of  his  successors  were  reconciled  with  the 
church. 

Asa  specimen  of  the  way  in  which  he  met  the  opposition  of  his  de- 
tractors we  may  quote  a  verse  of  doggerel  which,  it  is  said,  he  had  paint- 
ed on  the  back  of  his  sleigh  and  so  rode  through  the  country  : 

Niemands  ton?,  noc;  niemands  pen, 

Maakt  my  aiulers  dan  ik  ben  ; 

Spreek  quaad  spreekers,  spreek  sender  end — 

Niemand  en  word  ran  u  gescliand. 

Which  may  be  rendered  in  the  same  vein  : — 

No  man's  tongue,  nor  no  man's  pen, 
Makes  me  other  than  1  am; 
Speak,  evil  speakers,  speak  without  end — 
No  one  regard^  the  words  you  spend. 

The  opposition  which  Frelinghuysen  encountered  at  Raritan,  existed 
also  in  other  parts  of  the  church,  and  was  fostered  by  names  among 
the  minority,  which  were  eminent,  and  carried  power  with  them.  It 
pretended  to  great  attachment  to  the  faith,  and  the  customs  of  the 
Fatherland  ;  and  denied  the  right  to  ordain  a  ministry,  except  in  Hol» 
land ;  maintaining  the  necessity  of  subordination  on  the  part  of  ihe 
churches  here,  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  classis  of  Amsterdam ;  and 
indeed,  until  1757,  when  Hardenbergh  was  ordained  in  New  York,  by 
a  Coetus  or  convention  of  ministers,  in  favor  of  making  the  church  in- 
dependent— all  the  young  men  who  had  entered  the  ministry,  had 
gone  over  to  Holland,  for  the  purpose  of  ordination  by  the  classis  of 
Amsterdam.  Five  sons  of  Frelinghuysen — the  two  Van  Harlengens, 
and  Leydt,  of  New  Brunswick,  went  from  Somerset  county  alone. — 
But  upon  the  merits  of  this  dispute,  which  led  to  violence,  produced 
bitterness  and  alienation,  down  until  about  the  time  of  the  Revolution, 
it  is  not  my  intention  to  enter. 

The  publications  of  which  I  have  spoken,  are  all  in  the  Dutch  lan- 
guage, and  are  becoming  scarce.  I'he  sermons  are  of  a  high  order  of 
excellence — direct,  pungent,  spiritual,  they  aim  at  the  heart  and  effect- 
ually reach  it.  I  doubt  if  they  were  surpassed  in  these  characteristics 
by  any  of  their  day.  They  merit  translation  and  re-publication,  and  I 
hope  yet  to  see  them  awaking  from  their  tomb,  and  walking  forth  in  a 
new  dress,  to  preach  to  the  world.  They  shew  that  Theodorus  Jacobus 
Frelinghuysen  was  among  the  men  of  his  age ;  few  of  which,  in  fact, 
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exerted  a  wider  or  more  beneficial  influence  upon  the  cause  of  spiritu- 
al Christianity.  The  power — a  spirit  of  formalising  opposition  to  prac- 
tical godliness — which  conquered  Edwards  at  Northampton,  and 
drove  him  into  exile  among  the  Indians,  Frelinghujsen  met  at  Raritan, 
nearly  half  a  century  earlier,  and  completely  vanquished.  This,  in 
itself  shows  what  stuff  there  was  in  him. 

As  a  scholar,  he  was  excellent,  if  not  eminent.  The  fact  of  his  ha- 
ving been  offered,  when  yet  a  very  young  man,  such  a  station  as  the 
Rectorship  of  the  Academy  at  Embden  is  proof  of  this.  He  was  in 
fact,  so  much  of  a  proficient  in  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages,  that  he 
employed  them  habitually  in  his  preparations  for  the  pulpit.  I  have 
in  my  possession  a  copy  of  Montanus  on  the  Heidelbergh  catechism, 
bound  with  intermediate  blank  leaves,  on  which  the  analyses  of  his  dis- 
courses on  the  Lord's  days  are  written  in  Latin,  with  the  scripture  texts 
in  Greek.  At  which  of  the  continental  universities  he  had  studied,  is  not 
known.  He  mentions  incidentally,  in  the  preface  to  the  second  volume 
of  his  sermons,  that  he  owed  it  to  the  instruction  and  advice  of  Otto  Vei- 
brugge.  Prof,  of  Theology  and  Oriental  Literature,  at  Lingen,  that  he 
was  able  to  preach  in  the  low  Dutch  language,  but  does  not  say,  though 
it  seems  probable,  that  he  had  been  educated  there.  There  are  besides 
this,  so  many  apt,  and  by  no  means  common  allusions  in  his  sermons, 
to  classic  literature,  that  it  is  evident  he  must  have  had  an  extensive  fa- 
miliarity with  it.  Even  their  style,  in  point  of  elegance  and  chaste- 
ness,  is  far  beyond  that  of  either  of  the  Tennents  or  Blairs,  who  were 
a  little  later  than  he,  at  least  in  the  maturity  of  their  ministerial  influ- 
ence. 

His  piety  was  of  the  purest  and  most  elevated  character,  and  emi- 
nently blessed  in  his  family  circle.  His  children  were  all  Levites. — 
His  five  sons  all  devoted  themselves  to  the  ministry,  and  his  two  daugh- 
ters married  ministers.    John  succeeded  him  at  Raritan.*  Ferdinand 

*  In  this  ronnection,  the  followinsf  obituary  notice  is  not  without  interest.  It  is  from 
a  newt^paper  of  October  7,  1754— W.  A  W  — 

"AZiis  lucendo  consumor." 

The  14th  of  September  last,  departed  this  lile  on  Long  Island,  whither  he  was  gone 
lor  his  health,  afier  a  lingering  illness,  the  Reverend  Joannes  Frelinghiiysen,  Pastor  of 
the  R^fiirmed  Dutch  Church  al  Raritan,  second  son  of  the  Rev.  Theodorus  Jacobus 
Frelinf^huy^en,"  deceased,  formerly  Pastor  of  that  place. 

As  he  was  a  gentleman  ef  great  piety  and  learning,  endowed  with  superior  talents 
for  the  workofihe  Gospel  ministry,  a  shining  and  a  burning  light,  the  death  ofsoyounsf 
a  servant  ol  God,  hu'  entered  inlo  the  28ili  year  of  his  age,  is  justly  esteemed  a  great 
loss  to  the  church  <'f  Clirist.  especially  whilst  it  is  but  lillle  more  than  a  year  since  his 
brothers,  Messrs  Jicobus  and  Ferdinandus  Fiel/OKhuysen,  two  very  promising  young 
clergymen,  on  their  passage  from  Europe  ti»  New  York,  by  the  small  pox,  in  the  bloom 
of  lile,  went  before  him  into  the  eternal  rest  of  their  Lord. 

Although  the  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed,  and  their  state  in  the  world  of  spirits,  be 

•Naturalised  April  20th.  1742,  £.  J.  Records,  vol.  9.  c  2,  p.  101. 
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and  Jacobus  died  on  shipboard,  returning  from  Holland.  Theodore 
settled  at  Abany,  and  is  favourably  spoken  of  by  Mrs.  Grant,  of  Lag- 
gan,  in  her  Letters  from  the  Mountains,  while  another,  the  name  of 
which  we  have  not  obtained,  was  pastor  at  Rochester,  Ulster  county. 
All  died  in  early  life,  and  left  no  issue,  except  John,  whose  son  Frede- 
rick served  as  a  Col.  of  Militia  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  was 
elected  a  Senator  of  the  United  States. 

We  pass  on  to  Hardenbergh,  the  third  pastor  at  Raritan,  and  the  first 
President  of  Queen's,  now  Rutgers  college.  He  was  born  at  Rosen- 
dale,  Ulster  CO.,  in  the  manor  house  of  the  Hardenbergh  Patent ;  and 
was  the  son  of  Johannes  Hardenbergh,  the  principal  owner  of  that 
princely  domain,  embracing  the  whole  of  Sullivan  and  parts,  of  Orange 
and  Delaware  counties.* 

The  classical  education  of  Hardenbergh,  was  obtained  at  Kingston, 
and  was  not  extensive;  all  accounts  of  him,  agreeing  in  the  assertion, 
that  his  advantages  of  education,  had  not  been  equal  to  those  of  his 
contemporaries ;  but  that  by  his  perseverence,  energy  and  industry,  he 
elevated  himself  to  a  station  of  influence  and  usefulness,  not  inferior  to 
those  of  the  very  best. 

In  1754,  when  John  Frelinghuysen  died  at  Raritan,  in  the  spring- 
tide of  his  usefulness,  Hardenbergh  was  an  inmate  of  his  family,  and 
with  two  or  three  others,  a  student  of  Theology,  under  his  care ;  and 
he  seems  to  have  remained  there  for  several  months  afterwards,  if  reli- 
ance can  be  placed  upon  the  anecdote  yet  told  in  reference  to  the 
circumstances  of  his  marriage  with  the  widow. 


to  them  infinitely  preferable  before  a  life  of  labor  and  toil,  on  tbis  side  of  immortality ; 
besides  thai  they  are  often  taken  away  before  the  dny  of  evil,  yet  is  the  loss  of  such  emi- 
nent servants  of  God,  most  grievous  to  those  congregations  committed  to  their  pastoral 
care. 

So  preat  is  the  senfe  the  congregations  at  Raritan  had  of  their  peculiar  happiness, 
under  the  ministry  of  a  faithful  pastor,  whose  happy  genius  and  talents — whose  vivacity, 
good  sense  and  discretion — whose  burning  zt^al  and  ardor — whose  unvaried  labor  and 
assiduity — whose  tender  love  and  afffci ion— whose  probity  and  integrity — whose  peacea- 
ble disposition — whose  piety  and  real  religion,  were  entirely  devoted  to  promote  their 
corporal  and  spiritual,  their  temporal  and  eternal  welfare,  the  loss  of  him  strikes  them 
with  inconsolable  astonishment, — disconsolate  is  Raiitan  ! 

Nor  is  his  death  less  lamentable  to  his  relict  widow  with  two  little  children,  and  to 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  who  have  lost  in  him  the  kindest  and  lovingest  of  husbands, 
the  tenderest  of  parents,  the  sincerest  and  best  of  brothers.  When  the  sovereign  dispo- 
ser of  the  universe  takes  out  of  this  world,  those  who  are  worn  out  with  age  and  infirm- 
ities, or  those  who  seemed  not  to  be  of  mnrh  utility  to  their  fellow  creatures,  though  the 
instances  of  mortality  shock  us,  we  easily  acquiesce  in  his  disposal  ;  hut  when  bright 
stars  of  the  first  and  second  magnitude,  who,  as  it  were,  bur  just  began  to  shine  in  their 
spheres,  and  to  move  in  their  orbits,  are  so  soon  taken  away  from  our  sight,  it  is  with 
the  greatest  reluctance  we  bid  those  amiable  objects  a  long  adieu  ;  and  it  requires  a 
greater  degree  of  Godly  heroism,  to  say  heartily,  wiiliont  regret,  "The  Lord  gave,  and 
the  Lord  hath  taken  away,  blessed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord." 

*  The  date  of  the  Patent  is  April  23,  1708,  and  his  associates,  were  Philip  Rokeby, 
William  Nottingham,  Benjamin  Faneuil,  Peter  Faukener  and  Robert  Livingston. 
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Mrs.  Frelinghuysen  was  a  native  of  Holland,  ,  the  daughter  of  Lewis 
Van  Burgh,  an  East  India  merchant,  and  had  been  married  to  John 
Frelinghuysen,  while  in  Holland  for  the  purpose  of  being  ordained, 
and  accompanied  him  on  his  return,  to  his  native  land.  They  brought 
with  them,  bricks  for  a  house,  which  is  still  standing  in  Somerville, 
and  was  intended  for  a  Theological  Seminary  ;  but  four  years  had  not 
elapsed,  before  she  found  herself  a  widow,  without  a  protector  in  a 
strange  land.  Under  these  circumstances,  she  determined  to  return  to 
her  parents,  and  claim  the  protection  of  the  paternal  roof.  The  pre- 
parations were  all  made,  a  passage  engaged,  and  the  day  for  her  re- 
moval from  her  house  at  Raritan  arrived,  when  Hardenbergh  surprised 
her  by  a  proposal  of  marriage,  which  she  received  with  an  exclamation 
of  surprise,  'my  child,  what  are  you  thinking  about  ?'  He  had  con- 
templated this  step  for  some  time,  had  consulted  some  pf  their  mutual 
friends,  but  had  been  restrained  until  the  last  moment,  out  of  respect 
to  her  grief  for  Frelinghuysen's  death. 

The  result  was,  that  the  voyage  was  given  up,  and  soon  afterwards 
the  marriage  took  place ; — she  repairing  to  the  house  of  his  father, 
and  he  removing  to  Schenectady,  for  the  purpose  of  completing  his 
Theological  course,  under  the  Rev.  Dr.  Romeger.  After  being  ordained 
in  1757,  he  was  called  by  the  five  united  congregations  of  Raritan,  Bed- 
minster,  North  Branch,  Neshanneck,  and  Harlingen,  and  commenced 
his  ministry  on  the  first  of  May,  1758.  Here  he  labored  until  Octo- 
ber, 1761,  when  Neshanneck  and  Harlingen  called  the  Rev.  John 
M.  Van  Harlengen,  and  separated  from  the  others.  In  1762,  he 
embarked  for  Holland,  for  the  purpose  of  accompanying  his  mother- 
in-law  to  America,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  minister  ordained 
in  America,  who  had  ever  preached  in  the  churches  of  the  Fatherland. 
He  sailed  from  London  on  his  return,  on  the  6th  August  of  the  next 
year,  in  company  with  Dr.  Meyer,  who  was  coming  over  to  take 
charge  of  the  church  at  Kingston. 

On  the  26th  of  October,  1779,  his  church  at  Raritan  was  burnt  by 
Col.  Simcoe,  commanding  a  company  of  Queen's  rangers,  who  made  a 
detour  from  Amboy,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  a  number  of  boats, 
which  had  been  brought  from  the  Delaware  to  the  Raritan  opposite  the 
church,  and  were  intended,  as  was  supposed,  to  be  employed  by  Wash- 
ington  in  making  a  descent  upon  the  British  ports  on  Staten  Island. 
The  excuse  was,  that  the  church  had  been  made  a  depot  of  forage, 
and  that  a  Rifle  shot  was  fired  at  them  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river.  The  fact  was,  that  the  forage  consisted  of  the  ropes  and  tackle 
with  which  the  boats  had  been  dragged,  left  by  the  side  of  the  church 
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as  a  kind  of  shelter ;  and  the  shot  was  from  a  young  man  who  had 
been  hunting  pigeons,  and  when  he  saw  the  Dragoons  engaged  in 
destroying  the  boats,  fired  his  shot  gun  at  them  from  across  the  river, 
and  ran  off.  Simcoe's  expedition  is  spoken  of  by  Wilkison,  as  one  of 
the  handsomest  exploits  of  the  war.  It  may  have  been  so  in  one  point 
of  view ;  pity  it  should  have  been  stained  by  a  wanton  and  malicio.us 
outrage  upon  sacred  things ! 

The  ministry  of  Mr.  Hardenbergh  at  Raritan,  embracing  a  period  of 
25  years,  afforded  abundant  evidence  of  his  energy,  zeal,  and  uncom- 
promising opposition  to  every  form  of  evil.  The  church  increased 
gradually  in  members  and  in  piety ;  but  there  was  no  mighty  influence 
like  that  in  the  days  of  Frelinghuysen.  Nor  could  such  a  state  of 
things  have  been  expected.  It  embraced  the  period  of  the  Revolution, 
when  society  was  shaken  to  its  very  foundation,  the  public  attention 
absorbed  with  war,  and  a  flood  of  wickedness  rolled  in  upon  the  land. 
The  records  of  the  church  show  how  faithful  he  was  in  his  efforts  to 
stem  it.  More  than  one  solemn  protest  is  recorded  against  the  in- 
creasing dissoluteness  of  manners  resulting  from  this  state  of  things. 
It  was  surely  enough,  when  in  almost  the  very  heart  of  the  scene  of 
action,  armies  marching  and  encamping  in  his  congregations,  that  he 
kept  his  place  and  only  fled  once  or  twice  for  a  few  days,  when  the 
danger  was  most  imminent.  He  was  a  sterling  patriot,  and  took  no 
pains  to  conceal  his  sentiments.  He  slept  for  a  long  time  with  a  loaded 
musket  beside  his  bed.  A  friend  of  Washington,  who  often  visited  him 
in  his  Parsonage,  while  his  head-quarters  were  in  the  neighborhood, 
and  singled  out  by  the  Tories  as  a  special  object  of  their  indignation, 
he  yet  went  unscathed  through  the  fire,  and  was  faithful  on  his  post  as 
a  watchman  in  Zion. 

The  last  minute  in  his  hand,  is  dated  July  1,  1781,  soon  after  which, 
he  resigned  his  call  at  Raritan,  and  removed  to  Mombacus,  now  Ro- 
chester, Ulster  county,  N.  Y.  This  church  was  on  the  manor,  and 
composed  almost  entirely  of  its  tenants.  He  resided  in  the  manor 
house  while  there,  and  labored  with  all  his  accustomed  faithfulness  and 
zeal,  for  the  improvement  of  his  dependents. 

Out  of  the  collision  of  the  two  parties,  which  divided  the  ministry 
in  the  Dutch  church,  known  as  the  Coetus  and  Conferentie — one  of 
which  was  the  party  of  fixation — strong  in  its  veneration  for  every 
thing  ancient  and  Dutch,  and  strenuous  in  maintaining  the  subserviency 
of  every  thing  to  the  authorities  at  home  ;  the  other  was  the  party  of 
progresSy  aiming  at  independence,  asserting  the  right  of  the  churches 
to  govern  themselves,  and  educate  and  ordain  their  own  ministry — 
12 
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arose  the  application  for  a  Literary  and  Theological  Institution,  to  the 
Governor  of  New  Jersey.  This  charter,  dated  20th  of  March,  1770, 
and  signed  by  William  Franklin,  Esq.,  was  obtained  mainly  through 
the  influence  of  Mr.  Hardenbergh.  Hence,  when  the  struggle  of  the 
Revolution  was  passed,  and  the  return  of  peace  allowed  its  friends  to 
hope  for  success  in  their  enterprise,  and  adopt  means  to  secure  for  it 
endowment  and  organization,  it  is  not  strange  that  he  should  be  called 
to  the  Presidency  of  the  college.  He  left  his  paternal  halls  in  obedi- 
ence to  his  call,  and  removed  to  New  Brunswick  in  1786,  and  in  con- 
nection with  his  duties  in  the  college,  accepted  the  office  of  Pastor  of 
the  Reformed  Church  in  that  city.  But  the  labors  of  the  station  proved 
too  severe  for  his  enfeebled  constitution,  and  he  died  of  a  pulmonary 
affection,  on  the  30th  of  October,  1790,  in  the  53d  year  of  his  age,  and 
his  dust  jningles  with  that  of  Condit,  Livingston,  De  Witt,  Woodhull, 
who,  like  him,  died  while  laboring  to  advance  the  interests  of  his 
college. 

To  these  names,  so  eminent  in  their  day,  and  such  ornaments  to  the 
Christian  Church,  many  more  ought  to  be  added,  such  as  Theodore 
Frelinghuysen,  Romeyn,  the  Van  Hartengens,  father  and  son.  Van 
Arsdalen,  the  eloquent  and  amiable  but  early  lost,  and  John  Leydt, 
who  succeeded  Theodore  Frelinghuysen  at  New  Brunswick,  about 
1750,  and  died  in  1783.  He  was  a  man  of  learning  and  talents. — 
During  the  progress  of  the  debate  in  reference  to  the  independence  of 
the  churches  in  America,  and  their  right  to  educate  and  ordain  a  min- 
istry of  their  own,  he  published  several  pamphlets  on  the  side  of  inde- 
pendence, which  manifest,  not  only  acuteness  of  mind,  but  vigor  and 
elegance  in  composition  and  style.  He  was  a  successful  and  popular 
preacher,  and  exerted  a  wide  and  beneficial  influence. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  scattered  leaves,  which  in  a  somewhat  ex- 
tended research  into  the  history  of  Somerset  county,  and  the  Hollanders 
in  New  Jersey,  I  have  gathered,  and  thinking  they  might  constitute 
a  not  inappropriate  offering  to  this  society,  have  thus  presented  them. 
The  pamphlets  and  other  documents,  multitudes  of  which  might  have 
been  collected  a  quarter  of  a  century  earlier,  are  now  lost.  When  the 
language  in  which  they  were  written  could  not  be  spoken,  and  the 
families  in  which  they  were  deposited  were  broken  up  by  death  or  re- 
movals, being  considered  of  no  value  to  any  one,  they  were  destroyed. 

Besides  the  two  principal  settlements  of  the  Hollanders,  of  which  I 
have  spoken,  a  number  of  families  from  Long  Island  purchased  lands 
in  Middletown  and  Freehold,  Monmouth  county,  where  their  descend- 
ants are  yet  living ;  and  among  them  are  some  of  the  finest  specimens 
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of  what  we  think  a  farmer  should  be,  to  be  found  in  our  state.  As 
generous  as  princes,  and  as  independent  too,  they  are  lords  on  their  own 
homesteads,  and  careless  of  the  opinions  of  the  world. 

In  the  valley  of  the  Delaware  also,  beyond  the  blue  ridge,  in  Minis- 
gink  and  Mehackemack,  there  was  a  small  emigration,  directly  from 
Holland,  entering  the  country  from  Kingston,  in  the  state  of  New  York. 
These  are  said  to  have  been  Arminians,  leaving  their  native  land  in 
consequence  of  the  troubles  in  which  Bumeveldt  and  Ledenbergh  per- 
ished, and  Grotius  and  Hoogerbeels  were  banished.  If  Arminianism 
is  to  be  judged  by  its  fruits  in  these  beautiful  and  fertile  vallies,  cer- 
tainly no  one  would  embrace  it.  But  probably  other  causes  operated 
as  well  as  it,  in  producing  the  effects  which  have  been  visible. — 
If  some  of  the  worldly  thrift,  peculiar  to  the  Hollander,  has  been  re- 
tained, little  can  be  said  of  that  piety  which  made  the  low  countries  at 
one  time  the  bulwark  of  the  reformation. 
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Trenton,  January  23d,  1851. 

The  Society  met  at  12  o'clock  M.,  the  President— the  Hon.  Joseph 
C.  HoRNBLowER — in  the  Chair. 

After  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting,  the  Corres- 
ponding Secretary  read  letters  from  Hon.  John  McLean,  of  Ohio ; 
Rev.  W.  B.  Stevens,  D.  D.,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Erastus  Smith, 
Esq.,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  acknowledging  their  election  as  honorary 
members;  and  other  communications  from  literary  institutions  and 
individuals,  referring  to  the  operations  of  the  Society,  were  laid  upon 
the  table.  He  also  submitted  the  Librarian's  report  of  donations  re- 
ceived since  the  last  meeting,  and  giving  the  usual  account  of  the 
condition  of  the  Library. 

During  the  year  32  volumes  had  been  added  by  purchase ;  111 
volumes,  339  pamphlets,  and  48  manuscripts  and  misce'lbneous  arti- 
cles, by  donation.  The  whole  number  of  volumefe,  exclusive  of  dupli- 
cates, being  1318. 

The  Treasurer  reported  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  $389.04; 
$1749  being  due  for  initiation  and  annual  fees — and  8678  for  sub- 
scriptions to  the  Periodical. 

Rev.  Dr.  Murray,  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  pre- 
sented their  Annual  Report. 

During  the  year  19  resident  members  had  been  added,  the  total 
number  on  the  roll  being  364,  of  whom  19  were  Life  Members. 
13 
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There  were  also  63  Corresponding  and  32  Honorary  Members,  mak- 
ing an  aggregate  of  four  hundred  and  fifty-nine. 

After  referring  to  the^Society's  Periodical,  and  recommending  it  as 
deserving  in  a  greater  degree  the  favor  of  the  members  and  of  the 
public  generally,  the  Committee  stated  that,  although  the  advances  of 
the  Society  are  far  beyond  what  its  original  projectors  hoped,  and 
have  not  been  surpassed  by  those  of  any  similar  Society  in  the  land,  of 
the  same  age ;  yet  it  was  to  be  regretted  that  it  excites  so  little  general 
attention  throughout  the  State,  Although  of  far  higher  importance, 
and  of  more  interest  than  many  passing  events,  yet  but  few  of  our 
papers  notice  either  its  meetings  or  its  transactions,  or  give  information 
to  the  people  of  what  it  is  doing  for  their  history.  And  with  our  full 
share  of  high  literary  talent  in  all  the  professions,  it  is  difficult  to  find 
gentlemen  who  are  willing  to  prepare  the  addresses  and  papers  which 
are  absolutely  necessary  to  the  vitality  and  interest  of  the  Society. 
This  ought  not  so  to  be.  And  the  Committee  appealed  to  the  editors, 
and  to  the  educated  minds  of  New  Jersey  to  remedy  this  evil. 

The  Library  was  represented  to  be  steadily  on  the  increase ;  its 
shelves  filling  up  with  valuable  and  curious  books,  manuscripts,  maps 
and  newspapers,  which  already  form  a  collection  of  great  interest  to 
the  general,  as  well  as  to  the  State  historian.  Although  now  neglected 
by  some,  and  overlooked  by  many,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  it  was 
hoped  it  would  be  an  object  of  pride  and  interest  not  merely  to  the 
Society,  but  to  the  State.  The  most  casual  visit  would  deeply  impress 
any  thoughtful  mind  with  the  need  of  such  a  library,  and  would  stimu- 
late to  its  patronage  and  increase. 

The  Committee  closed  their  report  with  an  appropriate  notice  of 
the  death  of  Col.  Robert  G.  Johnson,  the  first  Vice  President,  and 
of  the  Hon.  Garret  D.  Wall,  both  early  members  of  the  Society, 
and  the  former  a  constant  contributor  to  its  archives  and  a  very  regu- 
lar attendant  upon  its  meetings.  He  met  with  the  Society  at  Morris- 
town  in  September,  notwithstanding  his  advanced  age,  and  never 
returned  to  his  residence  in  Salem,. — dying  in  Connecticut,  whither  he 
subsequently  went  on  a  visit. 

Bishop  Doane,  from  the  Committee  on  Publications,  reported  that 
another  number  of  the  Periodical  had  been  issued,  and  in  furtherance 
of  their  instructions  the  Committee  had  taken  the  necessary  steps 
towards  the  preparation  of  a  new  volume  of  '  Collections'  to  contain 
the  Morris  Papers;  to  be  submitted  to  the  Society  for  its  ultimate 
approval.   The  papers  deemed  proper  for  publication  had  been  select- 
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ed  and  some  of  them  requiring  it,  were  being  transcribed ;  but  as  the 
explanatory  matter  by  which  it  is  intended  they  shall  be  accompanied 
will  require  time  for  its  preparation,  another  meeting  of  the  Society 
would  take  place  before  the  work  would  be  ready  for  presentation. 

Mr.  Duryee,  from  the  Committee  charged  with  the  Colonial 
Document  Fund,  reported  that  a  letter  recently  received  from  Mr. 
Stevens  contained  intelligence  of  the  rapid  prosecution  of  the  work 
(the  Analytical  Index  to  the  New  Jersey  Documents  in  England) 
upon  which  he  is  engaged.  The  transcribing  of  the  abstracts  had 
been  delayed  by  the  illness  of  the  Clerk  of  the  State  Paper  Office,  who 
had  been  employed  for  the  purpose,  as  it  was  not  permitted  to  employ 
any  person  not  belonging  to  the  office,  and  no  one  else  there  could  do 
it  so  well.  At  the  time  Mr.  Stevens  wrote,  however,  the  work  was 
approaching  its  completion,  and  he  hoped  to  place  the  Society  in  pos- 
session of  the  document  early  in  February. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary,  from  the  Committee  authorized 
to  devise  some  mode  of  Collecting  Arrearages  of  Fees,  &c.,  reported 
that  circulars  had  been  issued  stating  the  cause  of  their  appointment 
and  requesting  the  attention  of  members  to  the  large  amount  due  the 
Treasury,  and  although  not  as  successful  as  was  anticipated,  this  course 
had  brought  in  about  $200,  and  it  was  hoped  that  further  sums  would 
be  received.  As  a  large  amount  still  remained  due,  the  Committee 
submitted  the  subject  to  the  further  action  of  the  Society,  should  such 
be  its  pleasure. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Field,  the  Committee  were  authorized  to  continue 
their  exertions. 

The  Committees  on  Monumental  Inscriptions  having  been  called 
and  no  reports  being  received,  the  Chair  urged  upon  the  members  re- 
siding in  the  old  towns  of  the  State  to  carry  out  the  views  of  the  So- 
ciety by  forming  themselves  into  Committees  for  the  purpose.  It  was 
desirable  that  all  inscriptions  of  dates  prior  to  1800,  at  least,  should 
be  preserved. 

Dr.  Murray  and  Mr.  Gifford,  Chairmen  of  the  Committees  on 
Biographies  and  Personal  Memoirs  which  were  formed  at  the  last 
meeting,  reported  that  no  progress  had  been  made,  and  it  was  thought 
desirable  that  there  should  be  some  new  organization  of  the  Commit- 
tees in  order  to  ensure  efficient  action  ^nd  success. 
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Mr.  Field  deemed  the  object  contemplated,  in  the  formation  of  the 
Committee,  one  of  great  importance.  He  had  on  other  occasions  re- 
ferred to  the  \^  ant  of  information  respecting  Jerseymen,  eminent  at  the 
Bar  and  on  the  Bench,  in  the  Pulpit  and  in  the  Councils  of  the  Na- 
tion, whose  careers  had  shed  a  lustre  upon  the  State,  but  who  were 
entirely  overlooked,  their  names  not  even  mentioned  in  the  numerous 
biographical  dictionaries  and  compendiums  which  had  appeared,  while 
third  and  fourth  rate  men  of  other  States  received  extended  notices. — 
We  certainly  had  not  been  true  to  ourselves,  nor  the  State  we  loved  to 
honor,  in  thus  neglecting  to  make  fitting  record  of  her  distinguished 
sons.  He  suggested  the  amalgamation  of  the  two  Committees  into  one, 
and  expressed  his  confidence  that,  with  proper  exertions,  a  most  valuable 
collection  of  biographical  sketches  could  be  made  in  a  few  months. 

Dr.  Murray,  with  the  concurrence  of  Mr.  GiflEbrd,  then  offered  the 
following  Resolutions  which  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  two  Committees  raised  at  the  last  meeting  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  biographical  sketches  and  personal  memoirs 
of  distinguished  Jerseymen,  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  subjects  referred  to  them. 

Resolved,  That  the  duties  of  the  said  Committees,  as  specified  in 
the  resolutions  creating  them,  be  assigned  to  a  new  Committee,  to  con- 
sist of  two  members  from  each  of  the  Congressional  Districts  of  the 
State,  in  addition  to  the  Chairman. 

Mr.  Field  having  on  motion  been  unanimously  chosen  Chairman, 
the  other  members  were  subsequently  named  by  the  Chair,  as  follows  : 
Richard  S.  Field,  Chairman. 
Isaac  Mickle, 


J       fT^  (  First  District. 

John  1.  JNixon.  ) 

Prof.  John  Maclean,      /  cj       j  t\'  4.  •  * 
n  I  Second  District 

Stacy  G.  Potts,  ) 

Rev.  Dr.  Proudfit,  ?  rpu*  j  r»-  +  •  ^ 

X  Tz  i  ^  hird  District. 

Littleton  Kirkpaiwrick,  \ 

Daniel  Haines,  ?        ix.t\'  *.  -  a. 

-.-IT  >  r  ourth  District. 

Wm.  JNelson  Wood,  ) 

Rev.  De  Murray,  ^  Fifth  District. 

Archer  Gifford,  ) 

The  President,  having  called  Bishop  Doane  to  the  Chair,  re- 
marked that  the  Report  of  the  Executive  Committee  had  already 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Society  the  death  of  Col.  Robt.  G.  John- 
son, and  although  he  doubted  the  expediency  of  placing  uniformly 
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upon  the  records  official  recognition  of  the  departure  from  among  us 
of  any  of  our  associates,  other  than  such  reference  as  the  Executive 
Committee  might  think  proper  to  make  in  their  report,  yet  he  thought 
there  were  cases  in  which  something  more  was  called  for  in  justice  to 
the  individual  and  for  the  credit  of  the  Society,  and  this  he  deemed  one 
of  them. 

His  acquaintance  with  Colonel  Johnson  was  of  long  standing, 
dating  back  to  the  period  when  he  himself  was  a  student  of  Law  and 
Col.  J.  a  Member  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State — and  their  intercourse 
had  ever  been  of  the  most  friendly  character. 

He  alluded  to  the  services  rendered  by  Col.  Johnson,  as  Paymaster 
of  the  Jersey  Troops  engaged  in  the  expedition  into  Pennsylvania  in 
1794 — of  his  services  to  the  Society — his  hospitable  character — and 
of  the  faithful  manner  in  which  his  duties  as  a  citizen  had  been  perform- 
ed— and  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  by  the  death  of  Col.  Robert  G.  Johnson,  late  first 
Vice  President  of  this  Society,  it  has  lost  one  of  the  most  honored  and 
useful  members.  The  early  and  deep  interest  he  always  manifested 
in  its  proceedings,  and  the  contributions  he  made  to  onr  historical 
collections,  rendered  him  a  valuable  member,  while  his  untiring  devo- 
tion to  the  interests  and  prosperity  of  the  institution,  and  his  constant 
attendance  at  its  meetings,  notwithstanding  his  advanced  age  and  fee- 
ble health,  entitle  him  to  the  grateful  recollections  of  the  Society,  and 
to  an  honorable  mention  of  his  name  on  our  records. 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  requested  to  furnish 
the  widow  of  Col.  Robt.  G.  Johnson  with  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  Re- 
solutions, and  express  to  her  the  deep  sympathy  of  the  Society. 

On  the  President's  resuming  the  Chair,  Bishop  Doane  remarked 
that  he  coincided  with  Judge  Hornblower  in  deeming  it  inexpedient,  ex- 
cept on  special  occasions,  to  notice  particularly  on  the  records  the  death 
of  members,  and  hoped  the  Society  would  not  think  he  acted  inconsis- 
tent with  that  opinion  in  offering  the  Preamble  and  Resolution  which 
he  was  about  to  read.  If  for  no  other  reason,  the  love  and  veneration 
for  his  native  State  cherished  by  Gen.  Wall,  and  which  made  him  so 
thoroughly  a  Jerseyman  in  all  his  feelings,  should  cause  his  name  to 
be  remembered. 

It  had  been  his  fortune  to  know  him  well — to  be  with  him  during 
his  last  hours — the  last  moments  of  his  life ;  and  while  he  had  en- 
deavored to  embody  his  own  sentiments  in  the  Resolution  he  should  of- 
fer, he  trusted  it  would  also  meet  the  approval  of  the  Society. 


96 


The  following  Preamble  and  Resolution  were  then  read,  and  being 
seconded  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Murray,  were  adopted : 

Whereas,  Since  the  last  Annual  Meeting  of  the  New  Jersey  His- 
torial  Society,  the  Hon.  Garret  Dorset  Wall,  late  Senator  of  the 
United  States,  a  distinguished  Jerseyman,  and  an  early  member  of  this 
Society,  has  departed  this  life — 

Resolved,  That  while  the  members  of  the  Society  sincerely  deplore 
the  loss  which  the  community,  and  the  whole  country,  have  sustained 
in  the  death  of  this  accomplished  gentleman,  true  patriot,  and  simple- 
minded  Christian,  long  distinguished  as  a  leader  at  the  Bar  of  his  na- 
tive State,  and  adorning  successively  almost  all  its  highest  offices  and 
most  important  trusts,  they  especially  commend  to  their  fellow-citizenss, 
as  an  example  worthy  of  universal  imitation,  his  tender-hearted,  ar- 
dent, and  courteous  devotion  to  all  that  concerned  the  interests  and 
honor  of  his  native  State — a  Jerseyman  indeed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  requested  to  send 
to  the  children  of  the  deceased  a  certified  copy  of  the  foregoing  Pre- 
amble and  Resolution. 

The  President  named  Messrs.  Sherman,  Scudder,  and  Allinson,  as  a 
Committee  to  nominate  officers  ;  and  the  Society  then  adjourned  for 
dinner. 


AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

On  the  Society's  re-assembling,  Dr.  Murray,  from  the  Committee 
on  Nominations,  reported  favorably  the  names  of  several  gentlemen 
submitted  to  them  at  the  last  meeting,  who  were  balloted  for  and  duly 
elected  members. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  for  the  ensuing  year  were  an- 
nounced by  the  Chair. 

Committee  on  Publications — Messrs.  Wm.  A.  Duer,  James  G.  King, 
Dr.  Murray,  Bishop  Doane,  W.  A.  Whitehead,  and  Dr.  S.  H.  Penning- 
ton. 

Committee  on  Purchases — Messrs.  W.  A.  Whitehead,  R.  S.  Field, 
Rev.  Dr.  Davidson,  Isaac  Mickle,  and  S.  Alofsen. 

Committee  on  Statistics — Messrs.  J.  P.  Bradley,  Dr.  Congar,  Rev.  S. 
Starr,  Abraham  Browning,  and  John  Rodgers. 
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Committee  on  Nomin&tiom — Messrs.  D.  A.  Hayes,  Dr.  Murray,  and 
Prof.  Maclean. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  nominate  officers  submitted  tl\e  fol- 
lowing, who  were  on  motion  elected  to  the  several  offices  for  the  en- 
suing year : 

President— YLon,  JOSEPH  C.  HORNBLOWER,  LL.  D. 
Vice  Presidents — Hon.  James  Parker,  Stacy  G.  Potts,  Esq.,  Hon. 
James  G.  King. 
Corresponding  Secretary — William  A.  Whitehead. 
Recording  Secretary — David  A.  Hayes. 
Treasurer — James  Ross. 
Librarian — Samuel  H.  Pennington,  M.  D. 

Executive  Committee — Rev.  Nicholas  Murray,  D.  D.,  Hon.  Henry 
W.  Green,  Hon.  Wm.  B.  Kinney,  Archer  Gifford,  Esq.,  Hon.  Daniel 
Haines,  Richard  S.  Field,  Esq.,  Hon.  Littleton  Kirkpatrick,  Rt.  Rev. 
George  W.  Doane,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  Hon.  E.  B.  D.  Ogden. 

Oh  motion  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Whitehead — 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Statistics  be  requested  to  prepare 
for  the  Society  a  Report  upon  the  Census  of  1850,  showing  the  pro- 
gress made  by  the  State  in  population,  manufactures,  agriculture,  edu- 
cation, (tec,  with  comparative  tables  ;  and  presenting  such  statements 
and  arguments  as  may  be  calculated  to  exhibit  in  their  true  light  the  re- 
sources of  New  Jersey,  and  conduce  to  the  formation  of  just  views  of 
her  present  position  and  prospects. 

A  Loan  Bill  of  the  United  States,  signed  by  Robert  Morris — a  Gov- 
ernment order,  signed  by  Arthur  Middleton,  John  Rutledge,  and  David 
Ramsay,  and  endorsed  by  Thomas  Hayward — an  Autograph  of  La 
Perouse,  the  celebrated  French  Circumnavigator — and  Pay  Roll  of 
Capt.  Henry  Waddle's  Company  of  Grenadiers  of  the  1st  Battalion 
of  New  Jersey  Militia,  at  Amboy,  April,  1776,  were  received  from 
Mr.  John  J.  Morris,  of  Philadelphia  ;  and  an  Original  Pledge  to  uphold 
the  cause  of  America,  signed  by  177  citizens  of  Pequanock,  Morris 
County,  in  1776,  was  presented  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  of 
Rockaway. 

Mr.  John  J.  Chetwood  read  a  letter  purporting  to  be  from  General 
Washington  to  his  wife,  dated  June  24th,  1776,  when  at  Cambridge, 
said  to  have  been  intercepted  by  the  enemy  : — detailing  some  of  the 
difficulties  which  encompassed  the  Commander-in-Chief.    In  it  ex- 
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pressing  the  opinion  that  hostilities  must  soon  cease — his  own  de- 
sire for  peace  and  attachment  to  the  King — his  adversion  to  the  title  of 
rebel  and  his  confidence  that  posterity  would  do  him  justice,  &;c.* 

The  Regular  Paper  was  then  read  by  Mr.  Joseph  P.  Bradley, 
of  Newark,  on  "  The  American  Union,  and  the  Perils  to  which  it 
has  been  exposed." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Field — 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  presented  to  Mr.  Brad- 
ley for  his  able  and  highly  interesting  paper,  and  that  he  be  requested 
to  place  a  copy  of  it  at  the  disposal  of  the  Committee  on  Publications. 

The  Society  then  adjoured  to  meet  in  Newark  on  the  third  Thurs- 
day of  May  next,  in  accordance  with  the  By-Laws. 

*  Although  ably  written,  from  its  being  of  the  same  date  with  one  pronounced  by 
Washington  to  be  a  forgery  and  other  circumstances,  some  doubts  are  entertained  of 
the  authenticity  or  the  letter. 


DONATIONS. 

ANNOUNCED  JANUARY  23rd,  1851. 


From  the  American  Antiquarian  Society. — Transactions  and  Collec- 
tions of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society — vol.  3,  Part  1.  Pro- 
ceedings of  same  Society,  Oct.  23rd,  1850. 

From  the  American  Philosophical  Society. — Proceedings  of  the  Amer- 
ican Philosophical  Society — vol.  5,  No.  45. 

From  the  Smithsonian  Institution. — Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  for  the  year  1849. 

Fr&m  the  Regents  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York, — New 
York  Senate  Journal,  for  1848,  1849,  and  1850.  New  York  Sen- 
ate  Documents,  for  1848,  1849,  and  1850.  New  York  Assembly 
Journal,  for  1848,  1849,  and  1850.  New  York  Assembly  Docu- 
ments, for  1848,  1849,  and  1850.  New  York  Laws,  enacted  in 
the  years  1848,  1849,  and  1780.— 41  vols.  8vo. 
Documentary  History  of  New  York,  vol.  1,  4to. 
Third  Annual  Report  of  Regents  U.  S.  University  on  State  Cab- 
of  Nat.  History. 

Annual  Report  of  State  Engineer  and  Surveyor  of  Railroads, 
1850.    Two  copies. 

Annual  Report  of  Secretary  of  State  N.  Y.,  1850. 

Annual  Reports  of  Trustees  of  Astor  Library,  1850.  Adj. -Gen. 
of  State  of  N.  Y.,  185.0.  Trustees  of  State  Library,  N.  Y.,  1850. 
Commissioners  of  Canal  Fund,  1850.  New  York  Institution  for 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  1850.  Commissary  General,  N.  Y.,  1850.  Canal 
Commissioners,  N.  Y.,  1850.  Managers  of  Western  House  of 
Refuge,  N.  Y.,  1850.  Managers  of  Society  for  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  Delinquents,  1850.  Auditor  of  Canal  Department,  1850  ; 
relative  to  expenditures  in  Canals.  Auditor  of  Canal  Department, 
1850 ;  on  Tolls,  Tonnage,  &;c.  Secretary  of  State  on  Criminal 
Statistics  of  State  of  N.  Y.,  1850. 

Reports  of  Canal  Board,  in  relation  to  Honeoye,  Conesus,  and 
other  Lakes.  Canal  Commissioners  on  Amsden's  Hydrostatic 
14 
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Scale ;  1850.  Majority  of  Select  Committee  on  the  Excise  Ques- 
tion; 1850.  Comptroller  in  relation  to  erroneous  payments  of 
Taxes;  1850.  Canal  Commissioners  as  to  the  supply  of  Water 
between  Tonawanda  and  Montezuma,  N.  Y. ;  1850.  Committee 
on  Canals  on  the  proposition  to  enlarge  the  Champlain  Canal; 
1850.  Attorney-Gen.  of  New  York  in  answer  to  resolution  of 
Senate,  8th  Jan. ;  1850.  Committee  on  Literature  in  relation  to 
amendments  of  the  Act  establishing  Free  Schools.  Majority  of 
Committee  on  Bank  and  Insurance  Companies;  1850.  Committee 
appointed  to  investigate  charges  of  Frauds  on  Chemung  Canal. 
Select  Committee  on  Assessments  in  the  City  of  New  York.  Ma- 
jority of  Select  Committee  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  Union  Col- 
lege. Minority  of  same  Committee.  Committee  of  Manufacturers 
on  Salt.  Committee  on  Finance,  on  Memorial  of  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  N.  Y.  Free  Academy.  Committee  on  Agriculture,  in^re- 
lation  to  Tolls  on  Foreign  and  Domestic  Salt.  Comptroller,  on 
Finances  of  State  of  New  York.  Majority  of  Committee  on  Medi- 
cal Societies  and  Colleges  in  relation  to  Cholera ;  1850. 

Communications  of  Governor  of  New  York,  in  relation  to  con- 
victions upon  charge  of  vagrancy,  1850. 

Transactijons  of  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  dur- 
ing its  annual  session,  1850. 
From  Hon.  James  G.  King. — Obituary  Addresses  delivered  on  the  oc- 
casion of  the  death  of  Zachary  Taylor,  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  July  10,  1850. 

Report  of  Naval  Committee  on  establishing  a  line  of  Mail  Steam- 
ship to  the  Western  coast  of  Africa,  6lc. 

Annual  Message  of  President,  with  accompanying  documents;, 
1849-50.— Part  3. 

Congressional  Globe — Vol.  21,  Part  2 — containing  proceedings 
of  1st  Session  31st  Congress,  1849-50. 

Appendix  to  Congressional  Globe — Vol.  22d,  Part  1  and  2 — con- 
taining proceedings  of  same  Congress. 

Patent  office  Report,  (Mechanical,)  1849-50. 
From  Rev.  Wm.  E.  Schenck,  Princeton. — Address  delivered  at  the  fu- 
neral of  Miss  Anna  Maria  Walton,  in  the  1st  Presbyterian  church 
at  Princeton,  by  Rev.  W.  E.  Schenck. 

An  Historical  Account  of  the  1st  Presbyterian  Church  of  Prince- 
ton, N.  J.— A  Sermon  delivered  Dec.  12,  1850,  by  Rev.  W.  E. 
Schenck. 

From  Rev.  R.  K.  Rodgers. — Twelve  copper  coins  of  various  dates  and 
of  different  States. 
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From  Prof.  Denison  Olmsted,  of  Yale  College. — Catalogus  Collegii 
Yalensis,  1850. 

From  Thomas  Ewbank,  Esq.,  Commissioner  of  Patents,  U.  S. — Re- 
port of  Commissioner  of  Patents,  made  to  House  of  Representatives, 
1849. 

From  James  Ross,  Newark. — Lambert's  History  of  New  Haven. 
From  Samuel  H.  Cougar,  Newark. — Original  Commission  of  Lieut 

Governor  Ingoldsby  to  John  Rudyard,  for  the  purchase  of  Indian 

Titles  in  New  Jersey. 
From  Aaron  B.  Howell,  J'renton. — A  short  account  of  the  malignant 

fever  in  Philadelphia,  1793,  by  Matthew  Carey. 
From  David  A.  Hayes,  Newark. — A  United  States'  Bill  of  Seven 

Dollars;  Sep.  26th, '78. 
From  James  D.  Cleaver,  Newark. — A  New  Jersey  Bill  of  One  Shilling ; 

March  25,  1776. 

From  the  Minister  of  the  Interior  of  France,  through  M.  Alexandre 
Vattemare. — "  Diplomes  et  Chartes  de  Tepoque  Merovin^ienne  sur 
papyrus  et  sur  velin,  conserves  aux  Archives  du  Rayaume."  Com- 
prising forty-eight  fac-similes  of  documents  connected  with  the 
History  of  France,  of  dates  from  558  to  863.  The  letterpress  por- 
tion of  the  work  to  be  received  hereafter. 


MEMBERS  ELECTED. 

JANUARY  23rd,  1851. 


RESIDENT  MEMBERS. 
John  Chadwick,  Newark.  Van  Clief  Dalrymple,  Morristown, 

James  W.  Drake,  Mendham. 

Jeremiah  M.  DeCamp,  Morristoum. 

Henry  A.  Ford,  Morristown. 

Rev.  J.  Ford  Morris,  Mendham. 

Rev.  Charles  W.  Rankin,  Morristown. 

Rev.  James  Richards,  D.D.,  Morristoum. 

Peter  M.  Ryerson,  Pompton. 

Rev.  George  Schenck,  Bedminster. 

James  J.  Scofield,  Morristown. 

Rev.  Joseph  F.  Tuttle,  Rockaway. 
Thomas  L.  Wells,  New  Brunswick.  Edward  W.  Whelpley,  M&rristown. 

CORRESPONDING  MEMBER. 
George  Green,  M.D.,  Dayton,  O. 

HONORARY  MEMBERS. 
Hon.  Wm.  Brown,  M.P.,  Liverpool,  England. 
Asa  Fitch,  M.D.,  Salem,  Washington  Co.,N.  Y. 
Charles  T.  Jackson,  M.D.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Theodore  Russel  Jencks,  Boston,  Mass. 


THE 

AMERICAN  UNION, 

AND 

THE  EVILS  TO  WHICH  IT  HAS  BEEN  EXPOSED. 

A  PAPER  READ  BEFORE  THE  NEW  JERSEY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY? 

January,  23rd,  1851. 
BY  JOSEPH  P.  BRADLEY,  Esq. 


ADDRESS. 


When  about  to  prepare  the  Paper,  which  I  am  now  about  to  read 
Tjefore  the  Society,  I  felt  some  embarrassment  as  to  the  precise  cha- 
racter and  form  which  it  ought  to  assume.  An  annual  address  would 
seem  to  require  more  the  form  of  a  discourse  than  would  be  admissi- 
ble in  a  historical  paper.  It  finally  occurred  t6  me  that  the  best  way 
would  be  to  throw  my  thoughts  into  such  a  shape  as  best  suited  them, 
without  particular  reference  to  the  occasion  ;  hoping,  in  that  way,  to 
preserve  at  least  one  of  the  proprieties,  if  not  all  of  them. 

The  subject  which  I  have  chosen,  is  "The  American  Union, 
AND  THE  Perils  to  which  it  '  has  been  Exposed."  I  do  not 
know  that  I  could  select  a  more  appropriate  subject  at  this  particular 
time.  It  is  a  subject  at  once  interesting  and  important  to  us  all — one 
that  comes  home  to  our  dearest  interests,  and  our  highest  affections. 

The  American  Union,  under  the  benign  influences  of  which  we  are 
at  this  day  so  great  a  nation,  and  so  prosperous  a  people,  has  existed 
for  more  than  three-quarters  of  a  century.  It  has  existed  since  the 
5th  day  of  September,  1774.  On  that  day  the  First  Congress  Assem- 
bled at  Philadelphia  to  take  into  consideration  the  situation  of  the 
Colonies,  and  the  differences  subsisting  between  them  and  Great 
Britain.  On  that  day  the  Colonies  became  a  political  unit.  On  that 
day,  from  many  communities,  one  sovereign  body  politic  was  formed ; 
and  from  that  day  to  this,  its  existence  has  never  been  interrupted  or 
intermitted.  It  has,  from  time  to  time,  been  invested  with,  and  exer- 
cised, various  powers — sometimes  more,  sometimes  less — according 
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to  the  form  of  constitutional  compact  on  which  its  authority,  for  the 
time  being,  has  been  based — in  the  same  manner  as  the  respective 
state  governments  have,  at  one  time  and  another,  been  invested  with 
different  degrees  and  extent  of  power,  according  to  the  changing  form 
of  their  respective  constitutions.  But  its  identity,  like  theirs,  has 
always  remained;  and  we  are  at  this  day  reposing  under  the  shade  of 
the  same  political  tree  which  was  planted  in  tears  and  sorrow  on  the 
5th  day  of  September,  1774.  It  has  grown  and  spread,  it  is  true, 
until  its  top  has  reached  to  the  clouds,  and  all  the  birds  of  Heaven  sing 
in  its  branches ;  but  it  is  the  same  tree  still.  Its  identity  has  never 
been  changed.    It  is  the  same  political  entity  now,  that  it  was  then. 

Sometimes  its  existence  has  hung  on  the  slenderest  thread,  and  the 
slightest  circumstance  would  have  been  sufficient  to  terminate  it. 
But,  thank  God,  it  has  survived  through  all  the  perils  which  has  en- 
compassed it. 

I  fix  the  origin  of  our  political  unity,  as  a  nation,  at  the  period 
named,  because  the  compacts  which,  before  that  time,  had  been  enter- 
ed  into  between  some  of  the  states,  were  nothing  more  than  temporary 
leagues  of  friendship,  offensive  or  defensive,  or  both,  formed  for 
their  mutual  protection  against  the  hostile  incursions  of  the  French  or 
savage  tribes.  They  performed  their  offiee  in  their  day,  and  were 
then  dissolved.  But  the  national  sovereignty  which  was  constituted 
in  1774,  has  never  been  dissolved.  Circumstances  might  have  arisen 
to  render  its  continuance  unnecessary ;  and  a  permanent  union  may 
not  have  been  in  contemplation  at  the  time  of  its  formation.  But 
circumstances  so  fell  out  that  it  did,  in  fact,  become  permanent,  and 
has  remained  so  to  this  day. 

It  is  now  my  purpose  to  trace,  in  a  succinct  way,  the  changes 
which  the  government  of  the  United  States,  as  a  political  sovereignty^ 
has  undergone,  and  the  perils  to  which  it  has  been  more  especially 
exposed. 

The  fiust  constitution  was  indefinite  as  to  the  extent  of  the  power 
^conferred.  It  was  mostly  an  unwritten  constitution.  It  subsisted 
till  near  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war.  Then  came  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  not  finally  adopted  till  the  1st  day  of  March,  1781. 
FinaUy,  the  present  Constitution  went  into  effect  on  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1789.  The  old  Congress  lasted  six  years  and  a  half;  the 
Confederation  eight  years ;  and  the  Constitution  has  lasted  nearly 
sixty-two  years. 

These  are  the  different  forms  of  the  political  compact,  under  which 
the  government  of  the  United  States  has  been  carried  on.   But  it  has 
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been,  throughout,  one  and  the  same  sovereignty,  varying  only  in  the 
extent  of  power  conferred,  and  in  the  manner  of  its  exercise. 

The  first  Constitution,  I  remarked,  was  indefinite  as  to  the  extent  of 
the  powers  which  it  conferred.  The  national  government  was  one  of 
necessity,  and  was  driven,  by  necessity,  at  times,  to  the  exercise  of 
powers  incompatible  with  the  existence  of  a  free  state  in  a  time  of 
tranquility.  On  more  than  one  occasion,  it  assumed  the  desperate 
power  of  creating  the  Father  of  his  Country,  supreme  dictator,  to  take 
care  that  the  Commonwealth  should  receive  no  detriment.  The  first 
act,  however,  that  was  passed — and  that  was  passed  on  the  6th  of 
September,  1774 — was  that  "  each  colony  or  province  should  have  one 
vote!'  This  feature  of  the  compact  subsisted  until  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution  under  which  we  now  live. 

The  general  powers  exercised  by  the  old  Congress  were,  as  we  all 
well  know,  to  raise  and  maintain  armies  and  navies,  to  carry  on  war, 
to  appoint  and  receive  ambassadors  and  other  public  ministers,  to  make 
treaties,  to  borrow  money  on  the  faith  of  the  whole  Union,  and  to 
issue  bills  of  credit  to  defray  the  expenses  of  carrying  on  the  war  and 
supporting  the  dignity  of  the  general  government. 

But  it  was  early  seen  and  felt  that  the  undefined  character  of  the 
powers  of  Congress,  must  lead  to  a  final  dissolution  of  the  Union,  as 
soon  as  the  pressure  of  the  struggle  for  independence  should  be  re- 
moved. The  necessity  of  union,  to  the  permanent  prosperity  and  glory 
of  the  country,  was  also  as  early  seen  and  felt. 

A  deep  sense  of  the  truth  of  these  two  propositions,  led  to  a  series 
of  measures  which  resulted  in  the  articles  of  confederation. 

The  first  peril,  therefore,  to  which  the  Union  was  exposed,  was  the 
want  of  definite  form  in  the  Charter  of  Government.  Every  state,  as 
soon  as  the  sense  of  danger  should  be  passed,  might  desert  the  Union, 
and  manage  the  affairs  of  sovereignty  on  its  account,  as  an  independ- 
ent nation. 

We  need  not  be  surprised,  therefore,  that  as  early  as  the  11th  of 
June,  1776,  when  it  had  been  finally  determined  to  make  a  declara- 
tion of  independence,  a  resolution  was  passed  by  Congress,  appointing 
a  committee  to  prepare  and  digest  the  form  of  a  confederation  to  be 
entered  into  between  the  colonies.  This  committee  reported  a  plan 
which  was  debated  from  time  to  time,  and,  after  being  variously 
amended,  was,  finally,  agreed  to  by  Congress  on  the  15th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1777  ;  but  required  the  ratification  of  the  several  states  before  it 
could  go  into  operation.  Copies  were  transmitted  to  the  states  for 
15 
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that  purpose;  but  the  process  of  ratification  made  very  slow  progress, 
and  Maryland  held  out  until  the  1st  of  March,  1781. 

By  these  articles  of  confederation.  Congress  was  invested  with  the 
following  powers  or  branches  of  sovereignty : — 

To  determine  on  peace  and  war : 

To  send  and  receive  ambassadors : 

To  enter  into  treaties  and  alliances — under  restriction,  how- 
ever, not  to  interfere  with  the  right  of  the  several  states  to 
impose  duties  and  imposts  : 

To  establish  rules  for  captures  and  prizes : 

To  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal : 

To  appoint  courts  for  trial  of  piracies  and  felonies  on  the 
high  seas,  and  to  hear  appeals  in  cases  of  captures : 

To  constitute  temporary  courts  of  arbitration,  for  deciding  dis- 
putes between  different  states,  or  arising  under  grants  of 
the  same  land  from  different  states : 

To  coin  money,  and  to  regulate  the  alloy  and  value  of  coin 
issued  by  the  states : 

To  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures  : 

To  regulate  trade,  dec,  with  such  Indians  as  were  not  within 
the  limits  of  a  state : 

To  establish  and  regulate  post-offices,  from  one  state  to  an- 
other : 

To  appoint  all  officers  in  the  land  forces  of  the  United  States, 

except  regimental  officers : 
To  appoint  all  naval  officers  : 

To  make  rules  for  the  government  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces : 

To  ascertain  the  necessary  sums  of  money  to  be  raised  for  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  and  appropriate  and  apply  the 
same  : 

To  borrow  money  or  remit  bills  of  credit : 
To  build  and  equip  a  navy : 

To  agree  upon  the  number  of  land  forces,  and  to  make  requi- 
sitions from  each  state  for  its  quota,  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  white  inhabitants  in  each  state  : 
By  these  articles,  also,  each  state  was  entitled  to  one  vote  in  Con- 
gress, and  each  state  wa«  to  contribute  to  the  common  treasury,  "  in 
proportion  to  the  value  of  the  land  therein  granted  or  surveyed. 

These  articles  did  not  provide  for  any  executive  or  judiciary ;  and 
they  did  not  give  to  Congress  the  right  to  regulate  commerce,  or  to 
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raise  any  money  by  imposts  or  taxes  ;  but  left  Congress  to  make  re- 
quisitions on  the  states  for  necessary  supplies  and  resources.  And, 
although  the  powers  enumerated  in  the  articles,  with  the  above  ex- 
ceptions, corresponded  very  nearly  with  the  powers  afterwards  con- 
ferred by  the  constitution,  yet  the  want  of  an  inherent  power  of  self- 
support,  and  the  necessary  dependence  on  the  state  governments 
which  the  articles  of  confederation  involved,  so  weakened  the  sinews 
of  government,  as  soon  to  make  it  apparent  that  the  Union,  the  per- 
manency of  which  was  one  of  the  professed  objects  of  the  confedera- 
tion, must  speedily  crumble  to  pieces  under  that  compact. 

But  the  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the  states,  in  reference  to  their  own 
sovereignty  and  independence,  was  such  as  to  render  any  better  form 
of  constitution  at  that  time  impracticable ;  and  Congress  was  left 
much  in  the  situation  of  the  ancient  French  monarchs,  whose  vassals, 
the  great  barons  of  the  kingdom,  often  set  their  power  at  defiance, 
and  [treated  their  authority  with  contempt.  The  country  was  ex- 
hausted and  impoverished  by  the  war.  The  states,  naturally  enough, 
directed  their  first  attention  to  the  supply  of  their  own  immediate  do- 
mestic wants ;  and  the  requisitions  of  Congress  were  disregarded,  on 
the  plea  of  inability  to  comply  with  them.  Congress,  with  the  debt  of 
the  Revolution  on  its  shoulders,  amounting  to  over  forty  millions  of  dol- 
lars, and  without  a  cent  in  its  treasury,  or  any  credit  to  borrow  upon, 
became  almost  an  object  of  derision.  The  members  failed  to  attend 
its  deliberations,  so  that  on  one  occasion,  for  want  of  a  quorum,  and 
from  the  impossibility  of  getting  a  quorum  together,  a  treaty  which 
had  been  negotiated  abroad  could  not  be  ratified ;  and  a  public  vessel 
had  to  be  equipped  and  sent  out  to  Europe  to  procure  an  extension 
of  the  time  required  for  its  ratification. 

These  humiliating  facts  were  kept  as  private  as  possible,  in  order  to 
preserve  in  some  degree,  the  respect  of  foreign  governments  ;  but  the 
inherent  weakness  of  the  confederacy  became  so  apparent  at  last, 
that  a  universal  cry  was  raised  for  remodeling  the  form  of  govern- 
ment, so  as  to  give  it  more  efficiency  and  public  confidence. 

Here,  then,  was  the  second  great  peril  to  which  our  glorious  Union 
was  exposed.  The  powers  of  the  government  were  now  sufficiently 
explicit ;  but  they  were  not  adequate  to  the  general  welfare.  The 
Republic  was  fast  losing  the  respect  of  foreign  powers ;  public  credit 
was  extinct ;  the  public  debt  remained  unpaid — both  as  to  principal 
and  interest — the  commerce  of  the  country  was  unprotected,  and 
general  distress  and  ruin  seemed  to  be  rampant  in  the  land.  Serious 
insurrections  occurred,  threatening  to  overrun  not  only  the  national 
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government,  but  the  state  governments  themselves.  In  1786,  a  general 
rising  took  place  in  Western  Massachusetts,  which  excited  the  great- 
est alarm  ;  and  it  was  shrewdly  suspected  that  foreign  intrigue  was 
hot  wanting  to  foment  and  heighten  our  intestine  distractions. 

I  must  pause  here,  for  a  moment,  to  pay  a  passing  tribute  to  the 
gallant  State  to  which  we  owe  allegiance.  For  you  must  know  that 
New  Jersey  has  ever  been  among  the  first  in  attachment  to  the  Union, 
and  always  ready  to  sacrifice  her  own  pretensions  for  the  general 
good  of  the  whole  country.  This  will  be  made  more  manifest  as  we 
proceed ;  and  it  was  strikingly  exemplified  in  this  part  of  our  history. 

Impressed  with  a  conviction  that  a  government  of  well-defined 
powers  was  in  the  last  degree  desirable,  she  was  among  the  first  to 
ratify  the  articles  of  confederation.  Her  delegates,  having  received 
the  requisite  powers  from  the  Legislature,  signed  the  instrument  of 
ratification  on  the  26th  of  November,  1778  ;  but  to  the  authority  to 
ratify,  the  legislature  appended  certain  amendments,  which  they  deem- 
ed important  to  incorporate  into  the  articles  of  confederation ;  and 
these  amendments  related  to  those  very  defects  in  the  articles,  which 
the  lapse  of  time  demonstrated  to  be  fatal  to  their  permanency. 

In  the  first  place,  the  legislature  complained  that  the  articles  con- 
tained no  provision  for  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  national  compact ; 
and  particularly  an  oath,  "  to  assent  to  no  vote  or  proceeding  which  may 
violate  the  general  confederation." 

In  the  next  place,  the  legislature  complains  that  "  the  regulation  of 
trade  seems  to  be  committed  to  the  several  states  within  their  sepa- 
rate jurisdiction,  in  such  a  degree  as  may  involve  many  difficulties 
and  embarrassments,  and  be  attended  with  injustice  to  some  states  in 
the  Union."  "  We  are  of  opinion,"  say  they,  "  that  the  sole  and  ex- 
clusive power  of  regulating  the  trade  of  the  United  States  with  foreign 
nations,  ought  to  be  clearly  vested  in  the  Congress,  and  that  the 
revenue  arising  from  all  duties  and  customs  imposed  thereon,  ought  to 
be  appropriated  to  the  building,  equipping,  and  manning  a  navy,  for 
the  protection  of  the  trade  and  defence  of  the  coasts,  and  to  such 
other  public  and  general  purposes  as  to  the  Congress  shall  seem  pro- 
per, and  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  States.  This  principle,"  they 
add,  "  appears  to  us  to  be  just,  and  it  may  be  added  that  a  great 
security  will,  by  this  means,  be  derived  to  the  Union  from  the  establish- 
ment of  a  common  and  mutual  interest." 

They  next  complain  that  no  provision  is  made  for  restraining  '  the 
extent  of  a  standing  army  in  time  of  peace.  "A  standing  army,  a 
military  establishment  and  every  appendage  thereof,  in  time  of  peace," 
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say  they,  is  totally  abhorrent  from  the  ideas  and  principles  of  this 
State." 

They  also  express  a  wish  that  provision  had  been  made  for  adjust- 
ing the  quotas  of  supplies  and  aids,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  changing 
circumstances  and  wealth  of  the  respective  States. 

Their  next  suggestion  is  on  the  subject  of  the  public  lands,  and  the 
language  is  so  remarkable  that  I  quote  it  entire  : 

"The  ninth  article,"  they  say,  "provides  that  no  State  shall  be  de- 
prived of  territory  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States.  Whether  we 
are  to  understand  that  by  territory  is  intended  any  land,  the  property 
of  which  has  heretofore  vested  in  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  or  that 
no  mention  of  such  land  is  made  in  the  confederation,  we  are  con- 
strained to  observe  that  the  present  war,  as  we  always  apprehended, 
was  undertaken  for  the  general  defence  and  interest  of  the  Confedera- 
ting Colonies,  now  the  United  States.  It  was  ever  the  confident  ex- 
pectation of  this  State,  that  the  benefits  derived  from  a  successful 
contest  were  to  be  general  and  proportionate,  and  that  the  property 
of  the  common  enemy,  falling  in  consequence  of  a  prosperous  issue  of 
the  war,  would  belong  to  the  United  States,  and  be  appropriated  to 
their  use.  We  are,  therefore,  greatly  disappointed  in  finding  no  pro- 
vision made  in  the  Confederation  for  empowering  the  Congress  to  dis- 
pose of  such  property,  but  especially  the  vacant  and  unpatented  lands, 
commonly  called  the  crown  lands,  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the 
war,  and  for  such  other  public  and  general  purposes.  The  jurisdiction 
ought  in  every  instance  to  belong  to  the  respective  States,  within  the 
charter  or  determined  limits  of  which  such  lands  may  be  seated ;  but 
reason  and  justice  must  decide  that  the  property,  which  existed  in  the 
CPown  of  Great  Britain  previous  to  the  present  revolution,  ought  now 
to  belong  to  the  Qongress  in  trust  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  United 
States.  They  have  fought  and  bled  for  it  in  proportion  to  their  re- 
spective abilities,  and,  therefore,  the  reward  ought  not  to  be  predilec- 
tionally  distributed.  Shall  such  States  as  are  shut  out  by  situation 
from  availing  themselves  of  the  least  advantage  from  this  quarter,  be 
left  to  sink  under  an  enormous  debt,  whilst  others  are  enabled,  in  a 
short  period,  to  replace  all  their  expenditures  from  the  hard  earnings 
of  the  confederacy  ? "  Reasoning,  this,  it  seems  to  me,  that  might 
admit  of  a  just  application  at  the  present  day. 

The  next  exception  taken  by  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  related 
to  the  proportion  of  land  forces  to  be  furnished  by  the  several  States, 
which  the  articles  fixed  according  to  the  number  of  white  inhabitants. 
It  strikes  me,  there  is  something  slyly  intended,  which  is  not  fully  ex- 
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pressed  in  the  observations  made  on  this  head.  They  say,  "In  the 
act  of  Independence  we  find  the  following  declaration :  *  We  hold 
these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all  men  are  created  equal :  that 
they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights, 
among  which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness :'  of  this 
doctrine  it  is  not  a  very  remote  consequence,"  they  proceed,  "  that  all 
the  inhabitants  of  every  society,  be  the  color  of  their  complexion  what 
it  may,  are  bound  to  promote  the  interest  thereof,  according  to  their 
respective  abilities.  They  ought,  therefore,  to  be  brought  into  the  ac- 
count on  this  occasion.  But  admitting  necessity  or  expediency  to 
justify  the  refusal  of  liberty  iu  certain  circumstances,  to  persons  of  a 
particular  color,  we  think  it  unequal  to  reckon  upon  such  in  this  case. 
If  the  whole  number  of  inhabitants  in  a  State,  whose  inhabitants  are 
all  whites,  both  those  who  are  called  into  the  field,  and  those  who 
remain  to  till  the  ground,  and  labor  in  mechanical  arts  and  otherwise, 
are  reckoned  in  the  estimate  for  striking  the  proportion  of  forces  to 
be  furnished  by  that  State,  ought  even  a  part  of  the  latter  description 
to  be  left  out  in  another  ?" 

Such  were  the  amendments  which  the  Legislature  of  our  patriotic 
State  thought  should  be  made  to  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  this 
was  in  1778.  They  did  not  make  them  a  sine  qua  non.  They  valued 
the  Union  too  much  for  that.  But  they  made  the  suggestions  and  re- 
commended their  adoption  :  and  good  suggestions  they  were.  Upon 
a  vote  taken  upon  them  in  Congress,  however,  they  were  rejected,  and 
so  the  articles  of  confederation  finally  went  into  effect,  containing 
within  themselves  the  principles  of  their  own  inevitable  decay.  And 
perhaps  we  have  cause,  on  the  whole,  to  rejoice  that  it  was  so :  inas- 
^luch  as  it  opened  the  eyes  of  the  country  to  some  defects  not  then  in 
the  contemplation  of  anybody — which  came  to  be  supplied,  at  last,  by 
the  glorious  fabric  of  our  present  Constitution.  If  the  old  Christian 
proverb  was  true,  that  the  blood  of  martyrs  was  the  seed  of  the  Church, 
it  was  no  less  true  that  the  glaring  defects  of  the  Confederation,  were 
the  seed  of  the  Constitution. 

Dark  and  gloomy,  however,  was  the  sad  period  of  probation  through 
which  the  people  of  these  States  passed,  before  the  final  clearing  away 
of  the  portentous  clouds  that  threatened  to  overwhelm  them.  In 
December,  '76,  Thomas  Paine  had  commenced  the  first  number  of  his 
series  of  papers  called  '  The  Crisis,'  with  the  memorable  words : 
"  These  are  the  times  that  try  men's  soitls  /"  In  December,  '86,  the 
same  expression  was  equally  applicable.  In  the  one  case,  the  attain 
ment  of  a  national  existence  was  despaired  of  by  "  the  summer  soldier 
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and  the  sunshine  patriot in  the  other,  its  preservation  was  equally 
despaired  of  by  nobler  hearts,  and  patriots  more  self-devoted. 

Washington,  the  calm  and  brave  hearted,  who,  in  the  darkest  hour 
of  the  revolution  alone  stood  unmoved,  in  a  letter  written  to  Mr.  Jay 
about  this  period  now  under  consideration,  gives  vent  to  his  apprehen- 
sions in  the  following  language  : 

"  Your  sentiments  that  our  affairs  are  drawing  rapidly  to  a  crisis 
accord  with  my  own.  What  the  event  will  be  is  also  beyond  the 
reach  of  my  foresight.  We  have  errors  to  correct ;  we  have  proba- 
bly had  too  good  an  opinion  of  human  nature  in  forming  our  confede- 
ration. Experience  has  taught  us  that  men  will  not  adopt  and  carry 
into  execution  measures  the  best  calculated  for  their  own  good,  with- 
out the  intervention  of  coercive  power.  I  do  not  conceive  we  can 
exist  long  as  a  nation,  without  lodging  somewhere  a  power  that  will 
pervade  the  whole  Union  in  as  energetic  a  manner  as  the  authority  of 
the  State  governments  extends  over  the  several  States."  "  Requisitions 
are  a  perfect,  nullity  where  thirteen  sovereign,  independent  States,  are 
in  the  habit  of  discussing  and  refusing  or  complying  with  them  at  their 
option.  Requisitions  are  actually  little  better  than  a  jest  and  a  by- 
word throughout  the  land.  If  you  tell  the  legislatures  they  have  vio- 
lated the  treaty  of  peace  and  invaded  the  prerogatives  of  the  Confede- 
racy, they  will  laugh  in  your  face.  What  then  is  to  be  done  ?  Things 
cannot  go  on  in  the  same  train  forever.  It  is  much  to  be  feared,  as 
you  observe,  that  the  better  kind  of  people,  being  disgusted  with  these 
circumstances,  will  have  their  minds  prepared  for  any  revolution 
whatever.  We  are  apt  to  run  from  one  extreme  into  another.  To 
anticipate  and  prevent  disastrous  contingencies  would  be  the  part  of 
wisdom  and  patriotism. 

"  What  astonishing  changes  a  few  years  are  capable  of  producing ! 
I  am  told  that  even  respectable  characters  speak  of  a  monarchical  form 
of  government  without  horror  !  From  thinking  proceeds  speaking, 
thence  to  acting  is  often  but  a  single  step.  But  how  irrevocable  ati^d 
tremendous !  What  a  triumph  for  our  enemies  to  verify  their  pre- 
dictions !  What  a  triumph  for  the  advocates  of  despotism  to  find  that 
we  are  incapable  of  governing  ourselves,  and  that  systems  founded  on 
the  basis  of  equal  liberty  are  merely  ideal  and  fallacious  !  Would  to 
God  that  wise  measures  may  be  taken  in  time  to  avert  the  conse- 
quences we  have  but  too  much  reason  to  apprehend." — Marsh.  Life, 
IL  p.  108. 

But  I  must  hasten  to  sketch  an  outline  of  the  steps  which  led  to  the 
formation  of  our  present  Constitution. 
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The  great  difficulty  of  the  Confederation,  it  will  be  perceived,  lay  in 
the  power  of  the  States  to  thwart  and  stop  the  wheels  of  the  general 
government.  Of  course,  the  remedy  to  be  sought  was,  to  make  the 
general  government  independent  of  the  State  governments  for  its  ope- 
ration— to  give  it  an  inherent  vitality  of  its  own — to  make  it  a  govern- 
ment over  the  people  in  all  those  branches  of  sovereignty  which  it  was 
desirable  it  should  exercise. 

This  was  the  great  desideratum,  and  this  was  what  the  Constitution 
intended  to  effect,  and  what  its  framers  thought  was  effected  by  it. 
State  vetoes,  or  the  power  of  nullification,  was,  ex  industria,  sought  to 
be  effectually  excluded,  shut  out,  and  banished  from  the  system. 
With  what  success  we  shall  see  more  particularly  by  and  by. 

From  what  has  been  seen  of  the  character  of  the  amendments 
offered  to  the  Articles  of  Confederation  by  the  Legislature  of  New 
Jersey,  it  is  evident  that  the  cardinal  weakness  of  that  instrument — its 
failure  to  give  Congress  the  power  to  raise  revenue  and  regulate 
trade — was  foreseen  at  that  early  day.  The  conviction  of  this  defect 
in  the  system  grew  stronger  and  stronger,  as  the  commercial  and 
pecuniary  difficulties  of  the  country  increased. 

Accordingly,  we  find  that  on  the  3d  of  February,  1781,  Dr.  Wither- 
spoon  (New  Jersey  is  foremost  again)  offered  a  resolution  in  Congress 
that  it  was  indispensably  necessary  that  the  United  States,  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  should  be  vested  with  the  right  of  superintending  the 
commercial  regulations  of  every  State,  that  none  may  take  place  that 
shall  be  partial  or  contrary  to  the  common  interest ;  and  that  they 
should  be  vested  with  the  exclusive  right  of  laying  duties  upon  all  im- 
ported articles;  no  restriction  to  be  valid,  and  no  such  duty  to  be  laid 
but  with  the  consent  of  nine  States  (that  is,  the  vote  of  nine  States  in 
Congress).  The  Dr.'s  proposition  went  on  to  declare  that  the  duties 
should  be  ad  valorem  (home  valuation  I  presume),  that  they  should  be 
equal  throughout  the  States,  and  that  they  should  be  appropriated  to 
specific  purposes,  &;c.    The  resolution,  however,  was  rejected. 

Congress,  at  this  time,  had  under  discussion  a  report  of  a  committee 
for  a  general  duty  of  5  per  cent,  on  all  imports :  and  after  the  rejec- 
tion of  Dr.  Witherspoon's  resolution,  an  amendment  to  the  report  was 
adopted,  transferring  the  power  to  lay  the  duty  from  the  States  to 
Congress.  The  resolution  then  stood  thus  :  that  it  be  recommended 
to  the  several  States,  as  indispensably  necessary,  that  they  vest  a 
power  in  Congress  to  levy,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  a  duty  of 
5  per  cent,  ad^valorem,  at  the  time  and  place  of  importation,  upon  all 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandize  of  foreign  growth  and  manufacture 
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imported  after  May,  1781,  except  arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  imported 
on  account  of  the  United  States,  and  except  wool  cards,  and  cotton 
cards,  and  wire  for  making  them ;  and  also  except  salt,  during  the  war. 
Also  a  like  duty  on  prizes,  and  that  the  money  thus  raised  be  appro- 
priated to  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt,  and  that  the 
said  duties  be  continued  till  the  debt  is  paid.  This  proposition  failed 
to  receive  the  sanction  of  the  Stales. 

In  April,  1783,  another  plan  was  suggested,  proposing  to  the  States 
to  authorize  Congress  to  levy  certain  specific  duties  on  spirituous 
liquors,  tea,  sugar  and  coffee,  and  a  5  per  cent,  duty  on  all  other 
articles,  to  be  continued  for  25  years,  and  applied  to  paying  the  in- 
terest or  principal  of  the  public  debt.  It  was  also  recommended  to  the 
States  to  raise  $1,500,000  annually,  according  to  certain  specific 
quotas,  for  meeting  the  balance  of  the  interest  of  the  public  debt,  then 
estimated  at  nearly  two  and  a  half  millions  annually.  It  was  also  pro- 
posed, as  a  part  of  the  plan,  to  amend  the  articles  of  confederation,  so 
as  to  proportion  the  quotas  of  supplies  to  he  furnished  by  the  States, 
according  to  the  number  of  free  inhabitants  in  each  State,  including 
those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  three-fifths  of  all  other 
per  sons,  except  Indians  not  paying  taxes — instead  of  being  proportioned 
according  to  the  valuation  of  landed  property.  This  is  the  first  time 
in  our  history  that  we  hear  of  this  peculiar  apportionment — graduated 
by  the  number  of  all  the  free  persons,  and  three-fifths  of  all  other  per- 
sons. Messrs.  Madison,  Ellsworth  and  Hamilton,  by  direction  of  the 
Congress,  prepared  an  address  to  the  states  to  induce  them  to  agree 
to  the  proposed  plan.  This  address  is  couched  in  terms  of  the  great- 
est earnestness  and  the  most  solemn  admonition ;  and  the  plan  is  en- 
forced by  such  cogent  arguments,  that  it  seems  to  us,  at  this  day, 
wonderful  how  the  states  should  not  at  once  have  unanimously  con- 
curred in  it.  But,  alas !  it  was  impossible  to  bring  the  state  legisla- 
tures to  adopt  any  scheme  that  would  give  the  general  government 
the  powers  necessary  to  promote  the  national  will. 

We  may  be  curious  to  know  what  this  able  committee  said,  in  ex- 
planation of  the  peculiar  ratio  of  furnishing  quotas,  to  which  I  have 
referred.  "  This  rule,"  they  observe,  "  although  not  free  from  objec- 
tions, is  liable  to  fewer  than  any  other  that  could  be  devised.  The 
only  material  difficulty  which  attended  it,  in  the  deliberations  of  Con- 
gress, was  to  fix  the  proper  difference  between  the  labor  and  industry 
of  free  inhabitants,  and  of  all  other  inhabitants.  The  ratio  ultimately 
agreed  on,  was  the  effect  of  mutual  concessions;  and  if  it  should  be 
supposed  not  to  correspond  precisely  with  the  fact,  no  doubt  ought  to 
16 
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be  entertained  that  an  equal  spirit  of  accommodation  among  the  seve- 
ral legislatures  will  prevail  against  little  inequalities  which  may  be  cal- 
culated on  the  one  side  and  on  the  other." 

This,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  in  1783.  The  ratio  in  question 
was  proposed,  not  with  any  view  to  the  proportion  of  representation 
to  be  enjoyed  by  the  several  states  in  the  Congress — for  at  that  time 
each  state  had  an  equal  voice  with  each  of  the  other  states — but  with 
a  view  to  a  just  proportion  of  taxes  to  be  raised  by  them  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  general  government:  and,  in  reference  to  that  subject,  it 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  an  inequitable  rule.  It  is  certain  that 
slave  labor  is  not  as  valuable  as  free  labor,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be 
as  available  to  the  wealth  and  resources  of  a  state,  and  to  its  ability 
to  meet  public  burthens,  as  free  labor  can  ;  and  the  proportion  of 
three-fifths  comes  as  near  to  the  truth,  perhaps,  as  any  other  that 
could  be  named. 

When  the  ratio  of  representation  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
came  to  be  settled  by  the  convention  v  hieh  framed  the  new  constitu- 
tion, it  was  natural,  after  having  rejected  the  old  principle  of  an  equal 
vote  by  each  state,  to  make  the  rule  of  representation  correspond 
with  that  of  taxation ;  on  the  cardinal  American  principle,  that  taxa- 
tion and  representation  ought  to  go  together ;  and  the  convention 
having  adopted  the  above  ratio  proposed  by  Congress  in  1783,  as  the 
basis  of  taxation,  it  whs  also  made  the  basis  of  representation.  It  is 
true  the  result  has  been,  since  duties  on  imports  have  been  found 
adequate  to  the  revenues  required  by  the  general  government,  that 
the  slave  states  get  the  benefit  of  the  representation,  without  the  cor- 
responding burden  of  the  taxation  ;  and  to  those  to  whom  the  history 
of  the  thing  is  unknown,  it  seems  an  undue  concession  to  the  South. 

But  to  return.  The  plan  thus  proposed  by  Congress  in  1783,  failed 
for  want  of  the  consent  of  some  of  the  states. 

In  April,  1784,  Congress  submitted  to  the  States  another  proposition, 
to  be  invested  for  fifteen  years  with  the  power  of  prohibiting  the  im- 
portation of  goods  from  those  nations  with  whom  we  had  no  treaties 
of  commerce,  &;c.  This  power  was  desired  in  order  to  counteract 
the  commercial  and  navigation  laws  of  Great  Britain,  which  were 
highly  injurious  to  our  commerce  and  marine,  and  she  declining  any 
commercial  treaty  with  Congress,  on  the  plea  that  Congress  had  no 
power  to  enforce  it. 

This  proposition  also  failed.  Several  states  agreed  to  it,  New 
Jersey  among  the  number  (as  she  always  did  to  everything  proposed 
by  Congress,  having  in  view  the  general  welfare  of  the  Union) ; — but 
others  contumaciously  rejected  it. 
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In  July,  1785,  another  amendment  to  the  Confederation  was  dis- 
cussed in  Congress,  conferring  nearly  the  same  powers  on  Congress 
in  relation  to  trade,  which  are  now  vested  irl  the  general  government. 
But  it  was  finally  concluded  that  it  would  be  better  that  some  of  the 
state  legislatures  themselves  should  move  in  the  matter,  and  Congress 
dropped  the  further  consideration  of  it. 

Congress  having  thus  abandoned  all  hope  of  making  any  proposi- 
tion that  would  be  acceptable  to  the  States,  the  subject  was  finally 
taken  up  in  the  legislature  of  Virginia,  in  the  session  of  1785-6;  and 
the  result  was  the  appointment  of  Gov.  Randolph,  Mr.  Madison,  and 
others,  as  Commissioners  to  meet  Commissioners  from  the  states,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  trade  of  the  United  States;  to  examine 
the  relative  situations  and  trade  of  the  states ;  to  consider  how  far  a 
uniform  system  might  be  necessary  to  their  common  interest  and 
paramount  harmony,  and  to  report  to  their  several  states,  &;c. 

In  consequence  of  this  call,  commissioners  from  five  states — New 
Jersey  among  the  number — met  at  Annapolis.  The  history  of  the 
Annapolis  Convention  is  well  known  to  us  all.  They  deemed  their 
powers  inadequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  nation,  and  the  number  of 
states  represented  too  limited  to  lend  to  the  result  of  their  delibera- 
tions any  practical  good,  and  they  unanimously  reported  that,  in  their 
conviction,  it  would  essentially  tend  to  advance  the  interests  of  the 
Union,  if  the  states  would  concur  in  the  appointment  of  commission- 
ers to  meet  at  Philadelphia  in  May,  1787,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  situation  of  the  United  States,  and  to  devise  such  further  provisions 
as  should  appear  necessary  to  render  the  constitution  of  the  federal 
government  adequate  to  the  exigencies  of  the  Union." 

This  report,  being  transmitted  to  Congress  and  the  several  states, 
resulted  in  the  call  of  the  convention  of  1787,  which  framed  the  pre- 
sent constitution. 

It  is  with  pleasure  that  I  again  revert,  in  this  place,  to  the  part 
taken  by  New  Jersey  in  this  auspicious  proceeding  On  the  part  of  the 
Annapolis  Convention. 

The  powers  given  by  all  the  other  states  represented  in  that  conven- 
tion, related  to  commercial  regulations  alone ;  but  New  Jersey  had 
empowered  her  commissioners  to  meet  with  those  of  other  states  and 
"  consider  how  far  an  uniform  system  in  their  commercial  regulations, 
and  other  important  matters,  might  be  necessary  to  the  common  in- 
terest and  permanent  harmony  of  the  several  states,  and  to  report 
such  an  act  on  the  subject  as,  when  ratified  by  them,  would  enable 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  effectusilly  to  provide  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  Union." 
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The  convention  refers  to  this  authority  given  to  the  New  Jersey  com- 
missioners in  their  report,  and  suggests  that  it  was  an  improvement  on 
the  original  plan,  and  that  the  power  of  the  deputies  to  the  conven- 
tion  recommended  by  them,  should  extetid  to  other  objects  than  those 
of  commerce,  inasmuch  as  the  power  of  regulating  trade  was  of  such 
comprehensive  extent,  and  would  enter  so  far  into  the  general  system 
of  the  federal  government,  that  to  give  it  efficacy,  and  to  obviate  ques- 
tions and  doubts,  concerning  its  precise  nature  and  limits,  might  re- 
quire a  correspondent  adjustment  of  other  parts  of  the  federal  system. 

To  Jerseymen  it  is  a  matter  of  pride  that  their  state  has  done  so 
much  to  lay  strong  and  deep  the  foundation  of  our  nationality  and 
our  essential  union  as  one  American  people. 

On  the  14th  of  May,  1787,  the  grand  convention  met.  It  adjourned 
on  the  17th  of  September  of  the  same  year.  It  was  composed  of  the 
best  men  the  nation  could  afford.  Washington  was  there ;  Franklin 
was  there  ;  Madison,  Hamilton,  Sherman,  Mason,  and  Randolph  were 
there.  Our  own  Gov.  Livingston,  Paterson,  Brearly,  and  Dayton 
were  there.  Their  works  do  follow  them.  The  second  great  peril  of 
the  Union — may  I.  without  irreverence  say,  the  second  woe — is 
passed ! 

But  we  tread  closely  on  the  heels  of  a  third.  It  is  in  the  Convention 
itself.  The  doors  are  closed.  Four  long  months  are  consamed  in  the 
deliberations  of  this  august  body  of  men.  Public  expectation  is  anxi- 
ous and  breathless.  Public  rumor  wafts  a  hundred  idle  stories  on  her 
wings.  The  prevalent  opinion  out  of  doors,  however,  is  that  the  dele- 
gates are  proceeding  with  wonderful  unanimity  !  Wonderful  unanimity 
indeed !  Several  delegates,  amongst  others  two  from  New  York,  take 
dudgeon  and  return  home  before  the  work  is  half  done.  Earnest 
debate,  violent  debate,  angry  debate,  threatening  and  taunting  de- 
bate, crimination  and  recrimination,  starve  the  echoes  of  old  Inde- 
pendence Hall.  Once  and  again  the  delegates  saw  nothing  before 
them  but  absolute,  blank  despair.  No  hope  of  agreement,  or  compro- 
mise, or  conciliation ! 

We  have  all  heard  of  the  beautiful  remark  made  by  Dr  Franklin, 
whilst  the  members  were  subscribing  their  names  to  the  constitution, 
after  it  had  been  finally  concurred  in.  He  said,  to  one  standing  near 
him,  «'  I  have  often  looked  at  that  figure,"  pointing  to  the  representa- 
tion of  the  sun  over  the  president's  chair, "  and  reflected  how  difficult 
it  is  for  an  artist  to  paint  a  rising  or  a  setting  sun,  so  as  to  distinguish 
the  one  from  the  other.  Sometimes,  as  fancy  dictated  for  the  moment, 
I  have  taken  that  image  for  the  rising  and  sometimes  for  the  setting 
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sun.  But/'  said  he,  1  think  I  am  now  certain,  on  a  more  careful 
examination,  that  it  is  the  rising  sun.'* 

Sometimes  it  seemed  the  setting  sun  !  How  true,  how  true  !  No 
man  can  read  the  debates  of  that  convention,  as  reported  by  the  inde- 
fatigable Madison  and  Yates,  and  as  represented  by  Attorney-General 
Martin,  and  other  delegates,  without  exclaiming,  "  How  true ! " 

It  is  not  difficult  for  those  who  have  familiarized  themselves  with  the 
history  of  those  times,  to  enter  into  the  feelings  of  the  venerable  pa- 
triots of  that  day,  who  generally  concurred  in  this  one  thing, — if  in  no- 
thing else, — that  if  that  opportunity  was  lost,  all  was  lost;  if  they 
failed  then,  they  failed /orever.  And  when  we  seriously  consider  the 
vast  variety  and  incompatibility  of  interests  to  conciliate  and  har- 
monize, we  must  cease  to  wonder  at  the  almost  insurmountable  difficul- 
ties which  concurred  to  prevent  an  agreement  upon  any  efficient  plan 
of  general  government.  There  was  the  conflict  between  large  states 
and  small  states — between  northern  states  and  southern  states — be- 
tween producing  states  and  commercial  states — between  free  states 
and  slave  states,  and  between  men  of  all  varieties  of  opinioji  on  the 
nature  of  government,  at  a  time  when  a  republic  was  comparatively  an 
experiment,  and  when  the  general  principles  of  political  philosophy, 
for  want  of  exemplification  in  every  kind,  were  much  more  at  sea 
than  they  are  now. 

The  point  ol  greatest  difficulty  was  the  conflict  between  the  large 
states  and  the  small  ones,  about  representation.  The  latter  could  not 
endure  the  thought  of  giving  up  the  equal  consequence  which  they 
had  always  enjoyed  under  the  old  Congress  and  confederation.  As 
sovereignties,  i\\ey  deemed  themselves  entirely  equal  to  the  larger 
states,  which  were  nothing  more.  This  difficulty  was  finally  compro- 
mised by  giving  to  each  state  an  equal  vote  in  the  Senate,  and  con- 
ferring upon  that  body,  together  with  the  president,  sundry  powers  not 
conferred  upon  the  House  of  Representatives — such  as  the  concurrence 
in  treaties,  appointments  to  office,  dec. 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  recapitulate  the  form  and  terms  of  the  con- 
stitution which  was  finally  concurred  in.  The  world  knows  it  by 
heart. 

It  is  sufficient  to  say  of  it,  first,  that  not  a  single  article,  section, 
clause,  or  expression  is  contained  in  it,  which  was  not  fully,  deliber- 
ately, and  anxiously  considered.  It  was  carefully  considered  in  each 
and  all  of  its  parts ;  and  it  was  equally  carefully  considered  as  a 
whole.  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  that  anything  crept  in 
without  due  observation ;  and  the  whole  instrument  is  one  entire  com- 
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promise  between  all  the  diversified  interests  of  this  country ;  and  very 
few,  I  hope,  can  be  found  in  this  state,  at  this  day,  who  will  say  that 
the  compromise  was  not  a  wise  one. 

In  the  second  place,  as  to  the  character  and  terms  of  the  constitu- 
tion, we  may,  in  general  terms,  use  the  language  of  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  Convention  as  the  basis  of  it ;  that  it  gave  to  the 
general  government  all  the  legislative  rights  vested  in  Congress  by  the 
Confederation,  and,  moreover,  the  right  to  legislate  in  all  cases  for 
the  general  interests  of  the  Union,  and  also  in  those  to  which  the 
states  were  separately  incompetent,  or  in  which  the  harmony  of  the 
United  States  might  be  interrupted  by  the  exercise  of  individual  legis- 
lation. It  provides  for  an  executive  to  carry  the  laws  into  execution, 
and  for  a  judiciary  vested  with  a  jurisdiction  over  all  cases  arising 
under  the  constitution  itself,  and  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  over  such  other  questions  as  involve  the  national  peace  and 
harmony. 

In  a  word,  it  confers  upon  the  general  government  all  those  branches 
of  sovereignty  which  attach  to  this  nation  in  its  national  capacity,  in- 
volving foreign  relations,  peace,  and  war,  commerce,  trade,  &c.,  and 
also  those  which  are  expedient  to  be  exercised  by  a  common  govern- 
ment, for  the  prevention  or  settlement  of  controversies  and  disputes 
between  the  several  states ;  and,  in  conferring  these  powers,  they  are 
made  to  flow  directly  from  the  people  of  the  states,  and  not  from  the 
states  in  their  corporate  capacity.  The  government  acts  upon  the 
people,  taxes  the  people,  protects  and  defends  the  people,  and  does 
not  in  the  least  depend  for  its  operations  upon  the  several  states.  It 
is  an  imperium  in  imperio — ^just  as  much  the  government  of  the  people 
of  all  the  states,  in  those  departments  and  branches  of  sovereignty  over 
which  its  jurisdiction  extends,  as  the  state  governments  are  the  govern- 
ments of  the  people  of  the  several  states  in  all  other  departments  of 
sovereignty ;  and  in  order  that  no  unseemly  contentions  might  arise, 
by  conflicting  claims  of  jurisdiction  between  the  general  government 
and  the  state  government,  high  appellate  jurisdiction  is  given  to  the 
supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  in  all  cases  arising  under  the  con- 
stitution, or  in  which  the  United  States  are  a  party,  or  in  which  two  or 
more  state  sare  parties. 

During  the  course  of  the  proceedings  of  the  convention,  several  pro- 
positions were  made,  which,  in  their  effect,  would  have  given  the 
separate  states  power  to  interfere  with  the  operations  of  the  general 
government ;  but  every  such  attempt  was  promptly  put  down.  The 
members  had  seen  enough  of  state  interference,  and  of  the  dependence 
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of  the  general  government  upon  the  several  states,  to  make  them  sen- 
sible of  the  infinite  danger  vs^hich  would  ensue  from  a  continuance  of 
those  evils. 

And  what  part  did  New  Jersey  take  in  the  formation  of  this  palla- 
dium of  our  national  union,  and  of  all  our  liberties  ?  It  must  be  con- 
fessed that  the  delegates  from  New  Jersey  were  in  favor  of  simply 
amending  the  old  articles  of  confederation ;  but  only  on  the  ground 
that  their  powers,  as  well  as  the  powers  of  all  the  other  delegates, 
did  not  authorize  them  to  go  any  further.  VI r.  Paterson,  on  the  15th 
and  16th  of  June,  made  a  very  effective  speech  on  the  subject,  and 
submitted  a  series  of  amendments  to  the  Confederation,  which  he  sup- 
posed would  extend  as  far  as  their  powers  authorized  them  to  go,  and 
as  far  as  it  was  expedient,  at  that  time,  to  go.  Our  delegates  were 
also  very  strenuous  in  endeavoring  to  procure  an  equality  of  repre- 
sentation from  the  several  states,  in  both  branches  of  the  national  legis- 
lature. But  in  this,  as  well  as  in  other  points,  they  were  overruled  by 
a  majority  of  the  states  in  convention  assembled. 

But  this  we  have  to  say  of  our  delegates,  that  when  the  Constitu- 
tion was  adopted  in  its  present  form,  they  yielded  to  the  calls  of  the 
general  welfare,  and  affixed  their  names  to  it ;  and,  on  returning  home 
to  their  constituents,  gave  it  their  cordial  support. 

And  what  did  the  state  do  in  reference  to  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution, when  presented  for  their  consideration  ?  A  convention  was 
immediately  called  by  direction  of  the  legislature ;  met  at  Trenton  in 
December,  1787,  and  on  the  18th  of  that  month,  unanimously  ratified 
the  constitution.  How  unlike  the  angry  and  threatening  discussions 
which  took  place  in  sbme  of  the  other  states !  The  convention  of 
New  York  came  within  a  hair's  breadth  of  rejecting  the  constitution, 
and  did  not  finally  ratify  it  till  the  26th  of  July,  1788.  North  Caro- 
lina did  not  ratify  it  till  Nov.  21,  1789  ;  and  little  Rhode  Island  held 
out  till  the  29th  of  May,  1790.  In  several  of  the  conventions  the 
whole  battle  had  to  be  fought  over  again  which  had  been  so  stren- 
uously fought,  and  so  nobly  won  in  the  general  convention. 

But  it  received  the  sanction  of  nine  of  the  states,  and  became,  by 
its  terms,  a  federal  constitution  as  to  them,  on  the  21st  of  June,  1788, 
and  finally  received  the  sanction  of  the  whole  thirteen  in  May,  1790, 
and  thus  became  the  supreme  law  of  the  whole  land. 

The  third  danger  to  the  Union — the  danger  of  disagreement  on  any 
efficient  plan  of  general  government,  was  thus  most  happily  passed. 

I  need  not  stop  to  observe,  that  if  we  should  once  break  up  our 
present  national  compact,  we  must  absolutely  despair  of  ever  bring- 
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ing  the  people  of  the  states  to  agree  upon  another.  We  must  stand 
by  the  constitution  which  we  have,  or  the  nationality  of  the  United 
States  of  America  is  forever  at  an  end ! 

It  might  have  been  expected,  after  all  the  trouble  that  had  been  ex- 
perienced in  new  moulding  the  general  government,  after  all  the 
mutual  concessions  and  solemn  pledges  that  had  been  made,  and  kfter 
all  the  precautions  that  had  been  taken  to  invest  that  government 
with  an  inherent  vitality  of  its  own,  independent  of  state  influence — it 
might,  I  say,  after  all  this,  have  been  expected,  that  the  current  of 
our  affairs  would  have  gone  smoothly  on.  But,  alas !  such  was  not 
to  be  our  happy  lot. 

My  time  is  too  far  spent  to  enable  me  to  give  more  than  a  hasty 
sketch  of  the  principal  dangers  which  have  hitherto  threatened  the  ship 
of  state,  since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  I  take  them  to  have 
been  the  following : — the  Kentucky  and  Virginia  resolutions  of  '98 ; 
the  Hartford  convention  of  1814;  the  Missouri  question  in  1820; 
the  tariff  question  and  South  Carolina  nullification  in  1832,  and  the 
recent  slavery  agitation  in  1850. 

When  the  constitution  was  framed  and  adopted,  in  1787,  1788  and 
1789,  we  had  a  great  statesman  abroad,  representing  this  country  in 
France ;  one  who  always  wielded  a  vast  influence  on  the  measures, 
and  I  may  say  the  destinies,  of  this  republic.  That  statesman  was 
Thomas  Jefferson.  Mr.  Jefferson  combined  very  remarkable  and  very 
antagonistic  qualities.  He  possessed  a  most  enthusiastic — perhaps  it 
is  not  going  too  far  to  say  visionary — temperament ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  possessed  the  quality  or  faculty  of  always  maintaining  a  calm 
and  quiet  exterior.  His  love  of  liberty  was  of  the  most  ardent  cast, 
and  this  love  was  in  no  degree  abated  by  his  intercourse  with  the  new 
republican  school  of  the  country  to  which  he  was  commissioned  to 
represent  us.    Nor  is  there  any  doubt  that  he  was  ambitious. 

Mr.  Jefferson  early  manifested  a  very  decided  dislike  to  the  Consti- 
tution. In  a  letter  written  to  a  friend  on  the  13th  of  Nov.  1787,  he 
uses  this  language  :  "  There  are  very  good  qualities  in  it  [the  consti- 
tution] and  very  bad.  I  do  not  know  which  preponderate.  What 
we  have  lately  read  in  the  history  of  Hofland,  in  the  chapter  on  the 
Stadtholder,  would  have  sufficed  to  set  me  against  a  chief  eligible  for 
a  long  duration,  if  I  had  ever  been  disposed  toward  one :  and  what 
we  have  always  read  of  the  election  of  Polish  kings,  should  have  for- 
ever excluded  the  idea  of  one  continuable  for  life.  Wonderful  is  the 
effect  of  impudent  and  persevering  lying.  'The  British  ministry  have 
so  long  hired  their  gazetteers  to  repeat,  and  model  into  every  form. 
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lies  aboat  our  being  in  anarch that  the  world  has  at  length  believed 
them,  the  English  nation  has  believed  them,  the  Ministers  themselves 
have  come  to  believe  them,  and  what  is  more  wonderful,  we  have 
believed  them  ourselves.  Yet  where  does  this  anarchy  exist,  except 
in  the  single  instance  of  Massachusetts  ?  and  can  history  produce  an 
instance  of  rebellion  so  honorably  conducted  ?  I  say  nothing  of  its 
motives.  They  were  founded  in  ignorance,  not  wickedness.  God 
forbid  we  should  ever  be  twenty  years  without  such  a  rebellion.  The 
people  cannot  be  all,  and  always  well  informed.  The  part  which  is 
wrong  will  be  discontented  in  proportion  to  the  facts  they  misconceive. 
If  they  remain  in  quiet  under  such  mis-conceptions,  it  is  a  lethargy, 
the  forerunner  of  death  to  public  liberty.  We  have  had  thirteen  States 
independent  for  eleven  years.  There  has  been  one  rebellion.  That 
comes  to  one  rebellion  in  a  century  and  a  half  for  each  State.  What 
country  before  ever  existed  a  century  and  a  half  without  a  rebellion  ? 
and  what  country  can  preserve  its  liberties,  if  its  rulers  are  not  warned 
from  time  to  time,  that  its  people  preserve  the  spirit  of  resistance  ? 
Let  them  take  arms.  The  remedy  is  to  set  them  right  as  to  facts, 
pardon  and  pacify  them.  What  signify  a  few  lives  lost  in  a  century 
or  two  ?  The  tree  of  liberty  must  be  refreshed  from  time  to  time  with 
the  blood  of  patriots  and  tyrants.    It  is  its  natural  manure !" 

In  another  letter  dated  the  11th  of  December,  1787,  he  says,  "  Our 
new  Constitution  is  powerfully  attacked  in  the  American  newspapers. 
The  objections  are,  that  its  effect  would  be  to  form  the  thirteen  States 
into  one  ;  that  proposing  to  melt  all  down  into  a  general  government* 
they  have  fenced  the  people  hy  no  declaration  of  rights,  &c.,  <Scc. 
"You  will  perceive  that  those  objections  are  serious,  and  some  of 
them  not  without  ^pundation." 

In  the  subsequent  course  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  political  life,  at  least  as 
long  as  he  remained  in  opposition,  it  seemed  to  be  his  great  object — 
since  the  form  of  the  Constitution  was  fixed  and  could  not  readily  be 
changed — to  bring  about  such  a  construction  of  it,  as  would  bend  it  to 
meet  the  particular  platform  of  public  policy  to  which  he  was  attached. 
Such  seems  to  have  been  his  object  in  the  Cabinet  contests  which 
occurred  between  him  and  Hamilton,  during  the  first  administration 
of  Genl  Washington. — Jefferson,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  and  Hamilton  of  the  Treasury. 

And  here  I  must  be  permitted  to  say  that  no  young  man  who  desires 
to  understand  the  political  and  constitutional  history  of  his  country, 
ought  to  omit  the  careful  reading  of  the  famous  reports  produced  by 
these  respective  champions  of  different  systems  of  politics.   They  aie 
17 
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among  the  ablest  State  papers  that  have  ever  been  produced  in  any 
country. 

General  Washington  coincided  with  the  views  of  Hamilton — and 
Jefferson  became  alienated  from  the  father  of  his  country.  He  resigned 
his  place  in  the  administration ;  and  retired  to  Monticello.  But  he  was 
not  idle.  His  principles  were  industriously  disseminated  and  took  deep 
root  in  the  minds  of  the  American  people. 

Two  great  and  opposite  principles  of  construction  arose,  as  applied 
to  the  Federal  Constitution.  The  one  sought  to  strengthen  the  General 
Government  at  the  expense  of  the  State  Governments ;  the  other  sought 
to  weaken  the  General  Government,  and  to  give  the  State  Governments 
more  powers.  Perhaps,  both  parties  carried  their  respective  principles 
to  extremes.  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  adherents  advocated  the  State- 
Rights'  doctrine,  and  manifested  the  most  bitter  hostility  to  the  admin- 
istration of  Mr.  Adams,  which  took  the  opposite  extreme,  and,  no 
doubt,  carried  on  matters  with  a  pretty  high  hand.  At  length  an 
occasion  occurred  for  drawing  the  lines,  and  defining  the  positions  of 
the  two  great  parties  with  something  like  distinctness  and  precision. 

In  the  summer  of  1798,  the  difficulties  with  France  had  arisen  to 
their  greatest  height.  The  Directory,  incensed  at  the  unbending  neu- 
trality of  the  United  States  in  the  contest  between  France  and  Eng- 
land, had  insulted  the  government,  and  appealed  to  the  people  of  this 
country,  confident  in  obtaining  the '  support  qf  the  opposition,  and 
hopeful  of  crushing  the  administration,  by  appeals  to  popular  preju- 
dice. The  partisans  of  the  President,  having  the  majority  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  took  vigorous  measures  for  sustaining  the  national 
dignity  against  France,  and,  at  the  same  time,  procured  the  passage  of 
the  Alien  and  Sedition  laws.*  The  former  of  these  laws  had  particu- 
lar respect  to  the  emissaries  of  France,  who,  it  w^  supposed,  were 
endeavoring,  in  various  ways,  to  promote  the  designs  of  the  French 
government,  by  fomenting  disturbances  in  the  country,  and  opposition 
to  the  measures  of  government.  The  act  authorized  the  President  to 
order  all  such  aliens  as  he  should  judge  dangerous  to  the  peace  and 
safety  of  the  United  States,  or  should  have  reasonable  grounds  to  sus- 
pect were  concerned  in  any  treasonable  or  secret  machinations  against 
the  government,  to  depart  out  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
within  such  time  as  should  be  expressed  in  the  order ;  and,  on  failure 
to  comply  with  the  order,  the  party  was  to  be  imprisoned  for  a  term 

*  "  An  Act  concerning  Aliens,"  approved  June  25th,  1798;  and  "  An  Act  in  addi- 
tion to  the  act,  entitled  '  An  Act  for  the  punishment  of  cetrain  crimes  against  the  United 
StateB,"  approved  July  14th,  1798.— 1  Stary\Laws,  pp.  515, 543. 
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not  exceeding  three  years.  Provision  was  made  for  the  alien  to  prove 
himself  innocent,  and  to  give  bond  for  his  good  behavior !  This  was 
undoubtedly  a  pretty  high  stretch  of  power ;  but  it  seems  to  me  to  have 
been  rather  a  question  of  expediency  than  of  constitutional  power  in 
Congress.  For  the  Constitution  undoubtedly  gives  Congress  authority 
and  imposes  on  it  the  duty  of  protecting  and  defending  the  liberties  and 
independence  of  the  country.  The  other  law,  called  the  Sedition  law, 
made  it  a  high  misdemeanor  to  conspire  to  oppose  any  measure  of  the 
general  government  directed  by  proper  authority,  or  to  impede  the 
operation  of  any  law  of  the  United  States,  or  to  write,  print  or  publish 
any  libel  against  the  Government  of  the  United  States  or  either  House 
of  Congress,  or  the  President  of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to  de- 
fame them,  or  to  bring  them  into  contempt  or  disrepute ;  or  to  excite 
against  them  the  hatred  of  the  people,  or  to  stir  up  sedition,  or  to  excite 
unlawful  combinations  for  opposing  any  law  of  the  United  States  or 
any  act  of  the  President  done  in  pursuance  of  such  law,  &c.  The 
penalty  imposed  was  a  fine  not  exceeding  $2000  and  imprisonment 
not  exceeding  two  years !  An  admirable  law  for  an  unpopular  ad- 
ministration in  a  warm  canvass ! 

Such  were  the  Alien  and  Sedition  laws.  They  were  seized  upon 
by  the  adherents  of  the  opposition,  and  made  the  occasion  of  the 
greatest  political  whirlwind  that  our  country  has  ever  witnessed. 
They  also  presented  a  favorable  opportunity  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  of 
bringing  out  and  enforcing  his  peculiar  principles  of  constitutional 
construction.    Of  course  he  availed  himself  of  the  opportunity. 

He  drew  up  a  set  of  resolutions  to  be  passed  by  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky^ — and  which  were  passed  by  that  body  on  the  10th  of  Nov., 
1798.  By  these  resolutions  the  Alien  and  Sedition  laws  were  declared 
to  he  flatly  unconstitutional ; — the  first,  because  no  power  to  pass  them 
was  given  to  Congress; — the  second,  because  they  infringed  that 
Amendment  of  the  Constitution  which  prohibited  Congress  from  pass- 
ing any  laws  to  abridge  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press.  All 
this,  as  a  matter  of  opinion  of  that  Legislature,  would  have  done  very 
well.  But  the  resolutions  went  further.  They  proceeded  to  lay  down 
the  startling  and  tremendous  doctrine — tremendous  in  its  consequences 
from  that  day  to  this — and  to  all  future  time — that  each  State  is  to  he 
its  aim  judge  of  the  constitutionality  or  unconstitutionality  of  acts  of 
Congress.  "Thia  Government,"  say  they — referring  to  the  United 
States  Government — "created  by  this  compact,  was  not  made  the 
exclusive  or  final  judge  of  the  extent  of  the  powers  delegated  to  itself; 
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since  that  would  have  made  its  disoretion,  and  not  the  Constitution, 
the  measure  of  its  powers ;  but,  that  as  in  all  other  cases  of  compact, 
among  parties  having  no  common  judge,  each  party  has  an  equal  right 
to  judge  for  itself,  as  well  of  infractions  as  of  the  mode  and  measure 
of  redress" — thus  in  effect  setting  aside  altogether  and  rendering  null 
and  void  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  some  cases  arising 
under  the  Constitution. 

In  November  of  the  year  following  the  same  Legislature,  lay  down 
the  broad  doctrine,  in  so  many  words,  "  that  a  nullification  by  those 
sovereignties"  (the  States)  "  of  all  unauthorized  acts  done  under  color 
of  that  instrument  (the  Constitution)  is  the  rightful  remedy." 

Virginia  closely  followed  in  the  steps  of  her  arrogant  daughter, 
and  by  a  series  of  resolutions,  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Madison,  and  passed 
in  December,  1798,  the  Legislature  of  that  State  declared  it  to  be 
"  their  duty  to  watch  over  and  oppose  every  infraction  of  those  princi- 
ples which  constitute  the  only  basis  of  the  Union." 

These  resolutions  are  not  so  fiery,  as  those  of  Kentucky,  but  they 
possessed  more  weight  at  the  time,  Mr.  Jefferson  not  being  then 
known  as  the  author  of  those  passed  by  the  latter  State. 

These  are  the  principles  ^on  which  every  contumacious  State,  since 
that  time,  when  she  has  found  it  convenient  for  effecting  purposes  in 
opposition  to  the  measures  of  the  General  Government,  has  placed 
herself ;  and  from  which  she  has  drawn  artillery  to  defend  her  position. 

It  is  wonderful,  when  we  look  back  upon  the  past,  that  Mr.  Madi- 
son, who  had  taken  such  a  large  share  in  the  formation  of  the  Consti- 
tution, and  who  so  well  understood  its  principles,  should  have  been  so 
far  drawn  aside  from  the  true  theory  of  our  Government  as  to  pen  the 
resolutions  of  Virginia  above  referred  to.  It  is  well  known  that  he 
always  entertained  a  great  veneration  for  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  although 
not  agreeing  with  him,  in  his  ultra  notions  on  some  matters  of  great 
political  concern,  yet,  that  he  was  greatly  influenced  by  him  in  every 
thing  that  appertained  to  the  measures  of  Government,  viewed  as 
questions  of  expediency  ;  and  it  must  be  supposed,  that,  on  this  occa- 
sion, he  suffered  himself  to  be  so  far  wrought  upon,  by  Jefferson's 
specious  logic,  as  to  be  induced  to  couch  the  resolutions  in  question 
in  the  form  in  which  they  stand — moderated  and  softened,  it  is  true, 
when  compared  with  the  Kentucky  platform,  sketched  by  the  master's 
own  hand, — but  still  obnoxious  to  such  serious  and  all-important 
animadversions. 

When  the  fever  of  South  Carolina  nullification  was  raging  in  1830, 
Mr.  Madison,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Everett,  dated  in  August  of  that  year. 
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in  which  he  comes  over  the  subject  of  these  resolutions,  and  their  sup- 
|)Osed  bearing  on  the  all-absorbing  topic  of  the  day,  explained,  that 
they  were  never  intended  to  have  tlie  construction  which  *  State  Rights' 
men  had  put  upon  them ;  that  the  opposition  to  the  General  Govern- 
xnei^t  which  they  indicated  and  enforced,  was  not  a  physical  and 
forcible  opposition,  to  be  sanctioned  by  bayonets  and  cannon  balls,  but 
4he  opposition  of  a  forcible  and  energetic  remonstrance,  strengthened 
Ijy  a  moral  concert  of  the  several  States ;  and,  as  to  the  ultimate  tribu- 
zml  for  the  decision  of  constitutional  questions  of  jurisdiction,  between 
the  General  and  State  Governments,  he  referred  to  a  passage  in  one 
q{  the  numbers  of  the  Federalist, — probably  written  by  himself — in 
which  the  Supreme  Court  is  distinctly  pointed  to  as  the  arbiter  in 
fiuch  cases. 

It  may  be  that  Mr.  Madison  had  been  somewhat  deceived,  as  to  the 
use  that  was  to  be  made  of  the  Virginia  resolutions,  and  the  construc- 
tion that  would  be  put  upon  them.  They  certainly  were,  and  frequently 
aince,  have  been,  construed  in  a  very  different  sense,  from  that  which 
he  supposes  to  have  been  their  true  import ;  and  they  have  been  made 
the  basis  of  a  platform  decidedly  at  war  with  the  safety  of  our  institu- 
tions. 

It  is  a  happy  circumstance,  that  the  nullification  ground  taken  by 
Kentucky  and  Virginia  in  1798,  did  not  meet  with  the  general  con- 
currence. Delaware,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  Connecticut,  New 
Hampshire  and  Vermont  expressed  themselves  strongly  opposed  to 
the  principles  which  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky  resolutions  w^re 
intended  to  establish ;  and  most  of  those  States,  in  concurrence  with 
the  writers  of  the  Federalist,  expressly  referred  to  the  Supreme  Court 
/Qjf  the  United  Staes  as  the  constitutional  arbiter,  of  all  questions  arising 
under  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  particularly 
of  ^  questions  of  conflicting  jurisdiction. 

Happily,  the  angry  passions  which  had  been  aroused  by  the  discus- 
sion, and  the  jealousy  of  Mr.  Adams's  administration,  which  had  been 
created  among  the  masses  of  the  people,  under  the  notion,  indus- 
triously disseminated,  that  it  was  inimical  to  their  freedom,  led  to  the 
election  of  Mr.  Jefferson  to  the  Presidency  in  1800,  and  thus  the 
occasion  passed  by  for  further  lashing  into  fury  the  political  element 
of  the  country.  The  Alien  and  Sedition  laws  expired,  or  were  repealed, 
jand  the  Virginia  resolutions  were,  for  the  time  being,  happily  forgotten, 
to  be  too  well  remembered,  however,  in  subsequent  exigencies  of  Jt^ 
country. 

J  jihaU  pass  over,  at  this  tio^,  whaJL  I  had  intended  to       on  tjtys 
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other  perilous  exigencies  in  which  the  Union  has  been  placed, — a  topic 
which  ought  to  be  so  interesting  to  us  all, — contenting  myself  with  this 
observation,  that  the  position  taken  by  the  Convention  at  Hartford  in 
1814, — notwithstanding  all  the  apologies  that  have  been  made  for  the 
report  of  that  body,  and  all  the  specious  glosses  that  have  been  put 
upon  it, — are  precisely  the  same  with  those  taken  by  the  Legislatures 
of  Kentucky  and  Virginia  in  1798.  The  New  England  States  com- 
plained that  the  General  Government  had  sacrificed  their  commerce, 
had  plunged  the  nation  into  a  ruinous  and  unnecessary  war,  and  had 
neglected  to  defend  the  East,  with  all  its  extensive  and  exposed  sea- 
board ; — and,  hence,  the  Hartford  Convention  recommended  those 
States  to  take  care  of  themselves,  and  to  oppose  the  unconstitutional 
measures  of  the  General  Government — of  course  assuming  to  the 
States  the  right  to  judge  of  the  constitutionality  of  measures. 

The  same  position  was  taken  by  the  Southern  States  in  1820,  when 
the  slavery  question  was  agitated,  and  the  Union  was  shaken  to  its 
centre,  on  the  admission  of  Missouri  as  a  State  :  the  same  position  was 
taken  in  1830,  and  '32,  by  South  Carolina,  when  she  conceived  that 
the  tariff  was  drawing  down  destruction  to  the  general  interests  of  be 
South,  in  reference  to  the  value  of  their  staple — cotton : — and  the 
same  position  has  now  again  been  taken,  in  1850,  by  the  same  State, 
upon  the  renewed  agitation  of^  the  slavery  question  arising  on  the 
adniission  of  California,  the  settlement  of  the  Texan  boundary,  and 
the  adjustment  of  the  various  questions  connected  therewith. 

I  need  not  say  to  those  whom  I  have  the  honor  of  addressing,  that 
this  has  never  been  the  position  of  New  Jersey.  She  has  always 
maintained  the  warmest  adherence  to  the  Union,  and  to  the  Constitu- 
tion as  it  stands.  And  I  may  say  this  of  all  her  citizens,  of  whatever 
class  or  party.  She  has  always  conceded,  and  she  always  will  con- 
cede, to  the  General  Government  the  full  exercise  of  all  its  powers — 
and  will  ever  be  ready  to  refer  it  to  the  august  tribunal  created  by  the 
Constitution,  to  decide  all  questions  of  conflicting  jurisdiction. 

She  will  do  more.  She  will  always  faithfully  live  up  to  the  terms 
of  the  compact,  in  good  faith,  so  as  to  give  no  just  occasion  of  com- 
plaint to  any  State,  or  to  any  section  of  the  country.  And  such,  I  am 
rejoiced  to  believe,  is  the  general  sentiment  of  the  American  people. 
There  may  be  engagements  imposed  by  the  instrument  of  govern- 
ment, whicli  do  not  stand  precisely  with  all  our  notions  of  expediency 
or  propriety.  From  our  education  and  habits,  it  may  run  counter 
to  our  sensibilities,  to  conform  to  some  of  the  constitutional  regula- 
tions to  which  we  have  subscribed.  But  what  are  these — to  be  put  in 
the  scale  against  the  horrors  of  anarchy  and  disunion ! 
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What  would  we  be — what  could  we  do — what  would  be  our  con- 
sideration among  the  nations  of  the  earth — what  security  would  we 
have  for  the  preservation  of  our  liberties  and  our  independence,  if  wo 
should  cease  to  be  one  nation,  and  one  people  ?  Now,  we  are  a  great 
nation.  Our  name  and  our  power  are  respected.  It  is  our  pride  to 
call  ourselves  American  citizens — members  and  citizens  of  the  vast^ 
and  powerful  Republic  of  the  western  world.  But  if  we  should  per- 
mit a  mischievous  sentimentality  to  dash  the  Union  into  elementary 
fragments,  where  would  be  our  glory,  onr  pride,  our  happiness  and 
our  safety,  as  a  nation  ?  We  would  be  like  the  petty  states  of  Ger- 
many— without  power — without  consideration — and  subject  to  be 
bought,  and  sold,  and  domineered  over  by  our  more  powerful  neigh- 
bors, or  by  the  weight  and  arms  of  some  foreign  power. 

Let,  then,  the  Union  stand !  Let  the  Constitution,  which  is  the 
paladium  of  that  Union,  stand !  Let  every  State,  and  every  good 
citizen  of  every  State,  in  the  same  spirit  of  compromise  and  concilia- 
tion in  which  that  constitution  was  originally  framed,  be  tender  of  the 
rights  of  other  States  and  other  citizens  ;  and  let  the  compromises  con- 
tained in  the  Constitution,  be  fairly,  fully  and  faithfully  observed ; 
and  then  we  can,  with  a  good  conscience,  join  in  the  fervent  prayer 
of  every  true  patriot,  esto  perpetua. 


LETTERS  OF 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD. 


LETTERS  OF  JOSEPH  SHERWOOD, 


AGENT  FOR  THE  PROVINCE  OF  NEW  JERSEY  IN  GREAT  BRITAIN. 
FROM  1761  TO  1766. 


[***  These  Letters  were  addressed  to  Samuel  Smith,  Treasurer  of  the  Province, 
(Author  of  the  History  of  New  Jersey),  except  when  otherwise  mentioned ;  and  were 
presented  to  the  Society  by  Mr.  Edmund  Morris  of  Burlington.  Many  of  the  al- 
lusions contained  in  tVe  letters  possess  considerable  interest  for  the  student  of  our 
history.] 


Esteemed  Fr^ 

I  received  a  Letter  from  our  Friend  Charles  Read  Informing 
me  that  your  Assembly  had  Appointed  me  your  Agent,  for  which  I 
Apprehend  myself  Indebted  to  thy  Friendship  as  well  as  the  good 
Offices  of  some  others,  I  desire  therefore  thou  wilt  accept  my  Grate - 
full  Acknowledgements  thyself  and  also  tender  them  on  my  behalf  to 
my  other  Friends  Occasionally. 

I  shall  Endeavour  to  manifest  the  Sence  I  have  of  your  Favours  by 
an  Assiduous  and  Diligent  Application  to  the  Discharge  of  the  Trust 
Reposed  in  me. 

I  have  received  no  advices  from  the  Committee  of  Correspondence. 
The  Friendship  Capt-  Falkner  is  taken  by  the  enemy  and  as  I  Imagine 
my  Power  and  Directions  have  been  sent  by  her  if  Duplicates  are  not 
forwarded  I  may  be  long  without  the  Necessary  Instructions. 

Some  Steps  were  Proposed  to  be  taken  towards  the  Distribution  of 
the  Grant  of  £200,000  for  1759  General  Amherst  has  made  a  return 
by  which  it  appears  your  Assembly  Voted  1,000  Troops  that  year  I 
want  some  Information  on  that  matter. 

The  Parliament  will  be  Dissolved  next  Week  and  a  New  one  Chosen 
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there  has  been  nothing  moved  this  Session  materially  Affecting  the 
Colonys. 

Lord  Barrington  Secretary  at  War  is  (or  will  be  according  to  Cur- 
rent Report)  Appointed  Chancellour  of  the  Exchequer  in  the  Room  of 
H.  B.  Legge. 

I  am  Thy  Respectfull  Ass^  Fr^ 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD, 
14th,  3d.  Mo.  1761.  Austin-Fryers. 


Resp?  Fr? 

The  Foregoing  is  Duplicate  of  my  last.  I  am  now  come  to 
20th,  3d.  Mo.  The  Earl  of  Bute  is  Appointed  one  of  the  Principal 
Secretarys  of  State  in  the  Room  of  the  Earl  of  Holdernesse.  Josiah 
Hardy,  Esqr.  is  appointed  Governor  of  the  Province  of  New-Jersey. 
Yesterday  the  King  went  to  the  House  and  gave  the  Royal  Assent  to 
Sundry  Bills. 

I  am  Thy  respectfull  Fr^ 

J.  SHERWOOD. 


Resp?  Fr? 

My  last  to  thee  was  14th,  8d.  Mo.  pr.  <he  New- York  Pae- 
quett  and  pr.  the  Philadelphia  Pacquett. 

The  Lords  of  the  Treasury  have  allotted  the  sum  of  £9,328  as  your 
Proportion  of  the  Parliamentary  Grant  of  1759. 

When  I  received  Advice  of  my  Appointment  to  the  Agency  I  Ex- 
pected it  was  part  of  my  Business  to  receive  this  money  the  rest  of 
1^  Agents  in  General  receive  it  for  their  respective  Provinces  and  so 
do  I  for  Rhode-island. 

When  I  received  my  Warrant  for  Rhode-Island  from  the  Treasury 
(Apprehending  my  Power  from  you  were  Miscarryed)  I  desired  that  if 
any  person  came  for  your  Warrant  he  might  be  asked  for  his  Author- 
ity to  receive  it.  Lord  Sterling  came  Accordingly  and  has  taken 
some  offence  and  has  wrote  me  an  Angry  Letter  about  it  I  per- 
ceive he  is  not  pleased  with  my  Appointment  to  the  Agency  having 
perhaps  some  Particular  Friend  of  his  own  to  Introduce,  these  matters 
I  mention  to  thee  and  have  wrote  to  the  like  purpose  to  my  Friend 
Charles  Read  that  in  Case  any  thing  may  be  working  to  my  prejudice 
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yon  (My  Friend)  may  be  aware  of  the  motives  from  whence  its 
Springs. 

And  now  one  Word  more  in  regard  to  the  money  affair.  We  are 
to  be  paid  half  in  Cash  and  the  other  half  to  have  Government  Secti* 
rity  for  payable  at  a  future  day  with  Interest.  It  Appears  to  me  most 
Reasonable  and  Natural  that  the  Agent  for  each  Colony  should  re- 
ceive these  moneys,  for  if  it  lay's  in  hand  but  a  few  Months  the  Inter- 
est of  it  will  exceed  the  Agents  Salary  many  times  over,  and  I  think 
the  Agent  should  Enjoy  these  Accidental  Priviledges  when  they  arise 
as  it  will  be  a  greater  Encouragement  to  him  to  Exert  himself  at  other 
times  when  Perhaps  the  Salary  may  not  be  a  Sufficient  Compensation 
for  his  Trouble. 

I  have  wrote  my  Mind  very  fully  to  thee  as  above  in  great 
Confidence  of  thy  Friendship  towards  me  not  doubting  but  thy 
prudence  v^ill  suggest  that  the  Contents  of  this  ought  to  be  kept 
Secret. 

I  am  Thy  respectfull  Ass'  Fr" 
6th,  6th.  Mo.  1761  JOSEPH  SHERWOOD. 


Resp?  Fr? 

The  favour  of  the  6  Mo.  26th.  I  rece'd  but  that  ment*  to  be 
wrote  a  week  before  is  not  come  to  hand,  my  last  letter  to  thee  was 
8th  ult.  I  also  wrote  thee  the  4th  &  11th,  7  Mo.  &  sev'  other  Letters 
since  the  Advice  of  my  Appointment  to  the  Agency  reached  me. 

With  thyne  I  reced  the  Votes  of  Assembly  up  to  7th  April  &  also 
your  Militia  and  other  Laws.  My  Appointment  does  not  Appear  by 
the  Votes  or  otherwise.  Indeed  my  Name  is  mentioned  in  the  Act  for 
Support  of  Government  but  neither  that  nor  the  Sundry  private  Letters 
I  have  rece'd  will  be  sufficient  to  have  my  name  properly  Registered  in 
the  Office  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  &;  Plantation  which  ought  to  be  done, 
nor  have  I  any  Authentic  Document  to  show  my  Power  of  Agency 
if  called  on  therefore  it  is  necessary  to  send  me  a  Copy  of  the 
Vote  or  Minute  of  Assembly  (Appointing  me)  under  the  Seal  of  the 
Colony. 

I  most  cheerfully  Embrace  thy  offer  of  Correspondence  &  shall  take 
great  Pleasure  in  rendering  thee][any  services  I  am  capable  of  either  in 
a  Public  or  Private  Capacity. 

I  have  nothing  new  to  Relate  respecting  American  Affairs  the  whole 
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Attention  of  our  people  being  engaged  about  the  Coronation  which 
is  fixed  for  the  22d  instant. 

I  am  Thy  respectfull  Fr' 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD, 
16th  Sepf  1761.  Austin-Fryers. 


Resp?  Fr°«- 

Robt.  Lawrence,  John  Wetherill,  Charles  Read,  Jacob  Spicer, 
Saml.  Smith. 

Being  Informed  that  you  are  the  Present  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence I  Address  you  with  what  Occurs  relating  to  your  Colony. 

Two  of  your  Acts  of  Assembly  to  wit  that  relating  to  Francis  Goelet 
and  for  the  Continuation  of  the  Assembly  notwithstanding  the  Demise 
of  the  King  Have  been  Reported  by  the  Board  of  Trade  as  Improper 
for  the  Royal  Approbation  and  they  have  sent  their  Reasons  for  the 
same  to  yDur  Governor. 

The  House  of  Commons  have  voted  the  sum  of  £133,000  for  the 
Northern  Colonys  to  be  Distributed  according  to  the  Vigour  and  Ac- 
tive Meritt  of  each,  and  nothing  besides  that  has  Occurred  in  either 
House  relating  to  the  Colonys. 

As  for  PuUick  News  there  is  a  Grand  Expedition  Fleet  just  ready 
to  Sail  from  Portsmouth  the  Destination  whereof  is  a  great  Secret. 
The  Death  of  the  Empress  of  Russia  has  given  a  Favourable  turn  to 
our  German  Connections  and  our  Public  Funds  are  risen  5  pr.  cent. 
I  am  with  great  Regard 

Your  Ass''  Fr"*- 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD, 
27th  Feb.  1762.  Austin- Fryers. 

[Addressed]  To  Robert  Lawrence  dc  the  rest  of  the  Com'ee  of  Cor- 
respondence of  the  Assembly  of  New  Jersey. 


Resp?  Fr? 

My  last  was  pr.  the  Brittania  Tillett. 
Both  Houses  of  Parliament  met  Pursuant  to  their  Prorogation  one 
material  part  of  their  Business  has  been  to  Approve  of  the  Preliminary 
Articles  of  Peace,  on  which  Occasion  both  Houses  have  Addressed 
the  Throne  in  a  very  florid  manner,  and  Expressive  of  the  greatest 
Satisfaction ;  Nothing  has  hitherto  been  moved  Affecting  the  Colonys 
Nor  is  there  any  thing  Stiring  at  the  Board  of  Trade  relating  to  New- 
Jersey,  No  Person  is  Commissioned  for  Council  in  the  Room  of 
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Andrew  Johnson  deceased  their  Lordships  choosing  to  Wait  till  the 
Governor  shall  Recommend  one  in  the  Western  Division  there  being 
now  only  two  in  that  Division. 

1  am  Thy  respectfuU  Fr 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD, 
11th  Jan.  1763.  Austin-Fryers. 


Resp" 

The  Favour  of  5th,  6th.  Mo.  I  received  with  Bills — Jacob 
Spicer  Esq'  by  his  Letter  to  me  dated  5th  December  1760  writes  that 
the  sum  of  £287  6  10^  Currency  was  the  money  allowed  by  the 
Assembly  to  be  due  to  us  as  Executors  of  R.  P.*  and  we  have  rendred 
an  Account  in  Chancery  of  the  sum  of  £152  9s.  2d,  Sterling  being 
due  from  the  Province  to  the  Estate  of  R.  P.  and  think  that  the  As- 
sembly should  have  paid  the  money  Neat  in  London;  so  great  a 
deduction  as  £66  will  Occasion  much  Trouble  to  us.  We  had  rather 
have  waited  longer  than  be  paid  thus. 

The  Executor  Promised  what  passed  between  us  should  be  secret 
and  I  never  mentioned  thy  name,  so  that  its  Impossible  to  Affect  thee. 

I  Suppose  there  will  be  a  New  Law  to  Impower  some  Person  to 
receive  the  money  for  1761  and  1762.  I  should  be  glad  to  be  Au- 
thorized for  that  purpose,  not  merely  for  the  Advantage,  but  it  looks 
unaccountable  to  Employ  an  Agent  to  SoUicit  the  Payment  and  not 
Intrust  him  to  receive  it. 

I  will  Endeavour  to  oblige  thee  with  Magazines  and  Pamphletts. 

I  shall  take  the  proper  Care  of  the  Address. 

Inclosed  is  my  Acco'  with  the  Province.  I  desire  thou  will  fill  up 
the  Blanks  and  Strike  the  Ballance,  and  get  the  same  passed  and  al- 
lowed ;  the  Article  of  Yearly  Expences  is  what  was  Charged  by  and 
allowed  to  the  former  Agent,  and  is  no  more  than  a  just  and  reason- 
able Charge.  Therefore  hope  there  will  be  no  objection  to  it;  as  to 
Specifying  all  the  particulars  it  is  Impossible  from  the  nature  of  them. 

Our  Queen  is  lately  delivered  of  a  Prince,  to  the  great  Joy  of  her 
Loyal  Subjects. 

Thy  respectfull  Fr'' 
17th  Augt,  1762.  JOSEPH  SHERWOOD, 

Austin-Fryers. 

Inclosed  is  Triplicate  to  Jacob  Spicer, 
w'*  I  send  to  thee  for  Information. 


*  Richard  Partridge,  the  previouB  Agent  of  the  Province. 
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Resp?  Fr? 

I  received  ^Copy  of  thy  favour  of  16th,  1st  Mo.  1763,  and 
have  been  to  the  Plantation  Office,  but  they  have  not  yet  received  any 
Letters  at  all  from  your  Governor.  So  soon  as  the  Recommendation 
arrives  I  shall  take  the  Necessary  Care  of  the  Mandamus. 

On  the  17th  ult.  the  House  of  Commons  Voted  another  sum  of 
j£133,000  as  a  Compensation  to  the  American  Provinces  to  be  Dis- 
tributed as  before. 

I  have  (with  several  other  of  the  Agents)  Exhibited  a  Memorial  for 
your  share  of  the  former  Grant,  but  we  do  not  expect  it  will  be  im- 
mediately Distributed  for  the  reason  under  mentioned. 

An  Attempt  has  been  lately  made  to  Extend  the  Excise  Laws,  and 
particularly  to  Cyder.  This  was  very  Disgustfull  to  the  people  in  Gene- 
ral, and  the  Corporation  of  London  opposed  it  with  their  Utmost 
Vigour.  Notwithstanding  which  the  Bill  has  passed,  but  has  Occasion- 
ed great  Clamours  against  the  Earl  of  Bute,  in  so  much  that  he  has 
resigned  his  place  of  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury :  two  other  Lords  of 
that  Board,  and  also  their  principal  Secretary  are  Removed,  so  that 
these  great  Revolutions  must  unavoidably  Occasion  some  delay  to  the 
Business  at  that  Board. 

I  am  Thy  respectfuU  Fr*? 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD, 

Austin-Fryers. 

20th,  4th  Mo.  1763. 


Esteemed  Fr^ 

At  the  time  of  making  the  Distribution  of  the  Parliamentary 
Grant  for  the  Year  1760,  General  Amherst  has  sent  no  return  of  the 
Troops  Levyed  and  raised  by  the  respective  Provinces  for  the  Year, 
and  several  of  us  who  thought  our  Colonies  had  Exerted  themselves 
beyond  some  of  the  others.  Objected  to  a  Distribution  exactly  CoH" 
formable  to  that  made  in  the  year  1759.  Whereupon  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  came  to  a  Resolution  that  unless  the  Agents  would  agree 
among  themselves  (in  regard  to  such  Distribution)  the  money  should 
remain  in  the  Treasury  till  the  Arrival  of  the  GeneraFs  Certificate, 
which  they  Determined  to  make  the  Rule  of  their  Apportionment. — At 
19 
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length  the  Agents  agreed  that  the  Division  should  be  as  the  preceed- 
ing  year  under  a  stipulation,  that  in  Case  upon  the  Arrival  of  General 
Amherst's  Certificate  any  Inequalitys  should  appear  the  «ame  should 
be  made  good  out  of  the  Grant  for  1761. — Thou  will  see  by  the 
Minutes  that  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  received  more  than  it's 
due  share  of  that  Grant,  and  that  it  is  Indebted  to  several  of  the 
Provinces,  and  among  others  to  New  Jersey  in  the  sum  of  One  Thou- 
sand seven  Hundred  &;  fifty  seven  pounds.  3s,  but  they  having  no 
money  to  receive  have  given  Acknowledgements  to  the  Parties  Em- 
powered to  receive  the  moneys  to  send  to  the  respective  Colonies  for 
them  to  apply  to  Pennsylvania  for  the  money. — I  thought  it  might  be 
proper  to  Inclose  thee  a  Notarial  Copy,  an  Original  will  be  sent  by 
Drummond  &  Co.  I  write  in  haste  to  save  the  pacquett,  but  there  is 
a  Vessell  coming  to  Pennsylvania  by  whom  I  intend  to  write  again, 
and  am  Thy  respectfull  Fr"? 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD. 

20th,  5th  Mo.  1763. 


Esteemed  Fr° 

On  the  29th  ult.  I  attended  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  in 
Company  with  the  rest  of  the  Agents,  when  we  Expected  the  Parlia- 
mentary Grant  for  1761  would  be  taken  into  Consideration,  but  to 
our  great  Disappointment  the  Lords  declined  that,  and  only  went  upon 
the  £10,000  which  was  kept  back  last  year» 

The  Massachusetts  Government  claim  this  £10,000  for  themselves, 
in  Consideration  of  their  having  Garrisoned  the  Forts  of  Louisburgh 
and  Nova  Scotia  in  the  Winter  1759  and  Spring  1760,  and  to  Support 
that  Claim  a  Certificate  was  produced  from  General  Amherst ;  but  that 
Certificate  not  being  positive  and  clear  as  to  the  Number  of  Troops 
retained  in  that  Service  (altho'  it  does  appear  thereby  that  a  Number 
of  the  Massachusetts  Troops  really  were  employed  for  that  Service) 
the  same  was  Vigorously  Opposed  by  other  Agents,  when  at  length 
their  Lordships  declared  that  unless  the  Agents  would  agree  about  the 
Distribution,  the  money  should  lay  till  General  Amherst  arrived  to  Ex- 
plain his  Certificate ;  and  the  money  remains  in  the  Treasury  accord- 
ingly. 

Their  Lordships  promised  to  give  us  Audience  as  to  the  Grant  for 
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1761  soon  after  the  Recess,  which  may  be  perhaps  in  Six  Weeks,  but 
when  or  how  the  money  will  be  paid  is  at  present  Uncertain. 

It  is  Rumoured  here,  and  I  beleive  upon  good  Foundation,  that  the 
Government  will  expect  a  Number  of  Troops  (some  say  10,000)  to 
be  kept  on  foot  by  and  at  the  sole  Expence  of  the  American  Provinces 
for  their  own  Preservation  and  Safeguard  and  in  order  to  prevent  In- 
croachments  and  Hostilities. 

It  has  been  Whispered  about  as  if  the  Spanish  Court  had  shewn  a 
Disposition  to  break  thro'  the  late  Treaty,  and  Publick  Funds  have 
fallen  Considerably,  which  m^ny  think  was  the  purpose  for  which  that 
story  was  Fabricated.    I  am  with  great  regard 

Thy  respectfuU  Fr^ 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD. 

4th  August,  1763. 

I  was  at  the  Plantation  Office  a  few  days  ago,  the  Secretary  Assur- 
ed me  the  Lords  of  Trade  had  received  no  Letter  from  the  Governor 
respecting  thee,  and  that  they  had  received  no  Letter  at  all  from  the 
present  Governor. 


Resp°  Fr^ 

Thy  favor  of  3d,  7th  Mo.  came  to  hand  a  few  days  ago.  I 
have  before  Acknowledged  the  Receipt  of  the  Bill  of  Exchange. 
Value  £30,  on  Account  of  thy  Mahdamus,  which  is  now  making  out 
in  the  Office  and  which  ]  shall  send  as  soon  as  it  is  ready. 

I  have  received  a  Bill,  Value  £22  17s  2d,  by  this  Conveyance  from 
thy  Son,  and  Acknowledge  thy  kindness  therein,  as  also  in  respect  to 
the  Contingent  Charges,  but  Admire  there  should  be  Difficulty  in  Al- 
lowing them,  as  it  is  Impossible  to  Transact  the  Provincial  Business  or 
Appear  in  Character  of  Agent  at  the  Publick  Offices  without  making 
large  Gratuitys  to  the  Secretarys,  Clerks,  &c  ;  and  there  is  Considera- 
ble Unavoidable  Expences  incident  to  the  frequent  Attendances,  (fee, 
all  which  was  repeatedly  Urged  by  your  late  Agent  to  Jacob  Spicer 
and  others. 

The  Bill  respecting  Negroes  was  sent  by  Gov"  Hardy  and  now 
lays  before  the  Council  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  to  whom  Bills  are  re- 
ferred, but  he  has  made  no  Report  thereon  yet. 
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I  have  not  received  your  Letter  on  the  tw^o  Acts  to  the  Settlement 
of  the  Line  with  New^  York ;  when  I  do  will  carefully  Transaet  the 
Needfull,  but  have  often  Wondered  how  it  happened  that  I  never  be- 
fore received  any  Information  or  Instructions  from  the  Province  re- 
specting the  Acts  of  Assembly  which  were  sent  hither  for  the  Royal 
Assent.    I  am 

Thy  respectfull  Fr^ 
21st,  8th  Mo.  1763.  JOSEPH  SHERWOOD. 


Esteemed  Fr° 

On  the  other  side  is  Copy  of  my  last. 

I  received  your  Letter  of  6th,  Mo.  10th,  Inclosing  the  Minute  of 
Assembly  relating  to  the  Partition  Line,  in  which  Business  I  shall 
readily  render  any  services  I  can,  and  that  may  be  required  of  me  by 
the  parties  agreeable  to  the  said  Minute. 

The  Channell  thro'  which  the  above  Business  is  Conveyed  makes 
me  fearful!  that  my  Interest  is  Declining  in  the  Province,  which  if  so 
may  perhaps  be  attributed  to  my  not  SoUiciting  or  advising  respecting 
the  Acts  of  Assembly  heretofore  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  and  which  was  owing  intirely  to  my  not  receiving  any  Instruc- 
tions respecting  the  same  from  the  Province,  which  if  I  had  I  would 
have  persued  with  Diligence  and  Alacrity.  If  my  Friends  will  be  exact 
and  particular  in  the  Information  what  the  Province  requires  and  ex- 
pects of  me  I  will  always  use  my  best  Endeavors  for  the  Interest 
thereof,  and  to  give  satisfaction 

Inclosed  is  thy  Mandamus,  and  also  another  for  John  Ladd,  which 
please  to  deliver  to  him, 

I  have  Inclosed  a  Letter  to  thee  and  Jacob  Spicer,  which  I  submit 
to  thy  Discretion,  either  to  deliver  or  omit  if  there  is  any  thing  therein 
Improper  to  be  made  publick. 

I  hope  thou  will  Continue  to  send  the  printed  Votes  of  Assembly 
and  Laws. 

Lord  Egremont,  one  of  the  Principal  Secretarys  of  State,  is  deceas- 
ed, which  it  is  thought  will  Occasion  a  great  Revolution  in  the  Admin- 
istration ;  Pitt  (it  is  Reported)  has  been  again  offered  the  Secretary- 
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ship,  but  Insists  on  very  great  Concession  from  the  opposite  party,  so 
that  nothing  is  fixed  as  yet.    I  am 

Thy  respectful!  Fr^ 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD, 
7th  Septemb-  1763.  Austin -Fryers, 


My  Resp?  Fr^ 

The  Assembly  of  Virginia  having  been  Guilty  of  the  great 
Sin  of  paper  money  making  to  the  prejudice  of  their  Merchants,  they 
and  the  American  Merchants  in  general  have  been  most  strenuously 
Solliciting  the  Lords  of  Trade  for  a  total  Demolition  of  all  paper 
Currency.  And  the  said  Lords  have  now  lately  given  Audience  seve- 
ral times  to  the  Agents  for  their  Colonys  and  the  Merchants  trading 
thither;  Among  the  rest  I  stated  to  their  Lordships  that  the  paper 
Currency  of  New  Jersey  was  Emitted  on  Loans  carrying  an  Interest, 
and  the  repayment  secured  by  Mortgages  of  real  Estates  ot  double 
that  Value,  and  such  other  particulars  relating  to  that  Subject  as  Oc- 
curred to  me  and  appeared  proper  to  be  laid  before  them.  And  now 
their  Lordships  have  come  to  a  Resolution  to  propose  to  Parliament 
an  Act  to  prohibit  all  future  Emissions  from  bting  made  legal  Tenders, 
and  also  to  compell  the  calling  in  and  Sinking  of  all  paper  money, 
now  Current,  at  such  times  as  are  fixed  by  the  several  Acts  of  Assem- 
bly Emitting  such  paper  Currency,  and  that  the  legal  Tender  shall 
continue  no  longer  then  till  such  periods;  Upon  which  I,  in  behalf  of 
New  Jersey,  requested  this  Representation  to  Parliament  might  be 
postponed  till  I  could  write  my  Constituents  and  have  their  Answer 
and  Instructions,  which  I  cannot  expect  will  be  granted  for  several 
Reasons  which  that  Board  gave  us.  I  don't  apprehend  (with  Submis- 
sion to  better  Judgement)  that  this  Act  can  or  will  afl^ect  New  Jersey 
Disadvantageously,  but  that  it  will  promote  it's  Commerce  and  Culti- 
vation. 

The  Honourable  Board  of  Trade,  in  my  real  Opinion,  have  at  heart 
the  Interest  of  the  Provinces,  and  indeed  throughout  the  before  men- 
tioned Affair  have  Acted  with  the  greatest  Candour.  They  have  re- 
solved to  Recommend  to  Parliament  the  Granting  a  Bounty  upon 
Hemp  raised  in  the  Provinces  and  imported  into  great  Britain,  and 
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that  the  said  Bounty  should  continue  for  twenty-one  years;  and  that 
for  the  first  seven  Years  £8  pr.  Ton  should  be  given,  £Q  pr.  Ton  for 
the  next  seven  Years,  and  four  pounds  pr.  Ton  for  the  last  seven  years. 
They  have  also  under  Consideration  the  promoting  and  Encouraging 
the  Importation  of  Beaver  Furrs  Skin,  Iron,  and  some  other  Commo- 
dities from  the  American  Provinces,  but  this  is  not  yet  fully  Digested. 

A  Bill  is  forming  and  is  daily  expected  to  be  brought  into  the  House 
for  lowering  the  Duty  on  Forreign  Molasses  Imported  into  the  Colony s 
to  about  two  pence  pr.  Gallon,  And  also  (as  is  reported)  to  take  off 
the  Drawback  on  Irish  Linnens  exported  from  England  to  America, 
"with  sundry  other  Establishments  and  regulations.  The  money  is  in- 
tended to  be  applyed  for  paying  the  Military  in  North  America,  and 
for  other  Incident  charges  for  Governing  there.  This  is  a  scheme 
much  favoured  by  the  Members.  I  have  discoursed  the  Subject  with 
several  Intelligent  people  here,  and  particularly  with  a  Member  of 
Parliament,  a  native  of  New  England,  who  is  a  very  Sensible  Man 
and  knows  the  Colonys  Interest  as  well  as  most.  And  he  is  of  Opinion 
that  the  Efi'ects  and  Consequent  of  these  new  Regulations  will  be  very 
Beneficial  and  profitable  to  the  Pro\inces.  As  soon  as  the  Bill  appears 
in  the  House  I  shall  send  a  Copy  and  pursue  such  Measures  as  my 
Discretion  and  the  best  Ad^dce  I  can  obtain  shall  Dictate,  either  in 
Conjunction^  with  the  rest  of  the  Agents  or  otherwise.  I  have 
received  the  Copy  of  the  Minutes  mentioned  in  thine  of  13th  De- 
cem' .    I  am,  with  great  regard. 

Thy  respectfuU  Fr^ 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD, 
4th  Feb^  1761.  Austin-Fryers 

Thy  name  is  properly  entred  at  the  Plantation  Office. 


Esteemed  Fr° 

Foregoing  is  Duplicates  of  my  last,  since  which  the  Paper 
money  aff'air  has  been  unexpectedly  revived  in  the  House — a  Bill  has 
been  brought  in  and  twice  read.  The  substance  of  which  is,  that  no 
paper  money  hereafter  be  Issued  and  made  legal  Tender,  and  that  the 
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paper  money  now  Outstanding  in  all  the  Colonys  shall  be  redeemed 
and  sunk  at  the  respective  times,  and  upon  the  Conditions  on  which 
these  Bills  were  first  Emitted. 

The  House  of  Commons  have  also 

Resolved,  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
that  he  will  be  Graciously  pleased  to  give  Directions  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Trade  and  Plantations,  to  prepare,  in  Order  to  be  laid  before 
this  House  the  next  Session  of  Parliament,  an  Account  ot  the  Tender 
and  Amount  of  the  Bills  of  Credit,  which  have  been  Created  and  Is- 
sued in  the  several  British  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America,  as 
well  those  under  Proprietors  and  Charters,  as  under  his  Majestys  im- 
mediate Commission  &;  Government,  since  January  1749 ;  Distin- 
guishing the  Amount  of  the  same  in  each  Colony  &  Plantation,  & 
the  respective  times  when  such  Bills  were  Issued,  with  the  Amount  of 
the  said  Bills  in  money  of  great  Britain,  both  at  the  time  when  such 
Bills  were  Issued,  and  at  the  time  of  preparing  the  said  Account ;  and, 
also,  the  times  fixed  for  the  calling  in,  sinking  and  Discharging  such 
Bills,  and  the  Funds  appropriated  for  that  purpose.  I  am 
Thy  very  respectfull  Fr"? 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD, 
19th  April,  1764.  Warnford  Court,  Throgmorton-street. 

P.  S.  The  proportion  of  New  Jersey  of  the  Parliamentary  Dona- 
tion for  1762,  is  £8251  7s.  6d. 

Sam^  Smith,  Esq'^ 


Esteemed  Fr? 

I  do  not  find  that  there  is  yet  any  Appointment  to  the  office 
of  Chief  Justice  of  your  Province. 

The  paper  money  Bill  passed  into  a  Law  last  Session. 

I  rece'd  from  thy  Son  a  Bill  for  £34.  4.  9d,  which  I  am  Oblidged  to 
thee  for,  &  which  with  what  I  hare  receM  before  makes  £103. 1. 4d. 
The  21st  of  last  month  there  was  due  to  me  four  years  Salary  &  Ex- 
pences,  w'^  I  reckon  Amounts  to  £290,  or  thereabouts,  besides  some 
other  disbursments  for  the  Province.  The  residue  of  the  money,  so 
soon  as  it  can  conveniently  be  obtained,  will  be  acceptable  to  me ;  & 


146 


I  request  thy  notice  of  my  former  Observations  respecting  the  Increase 
of  the  Salary,  what  I  receive  being  far  short  of  vi^hat  the  Business 
Merfts.       I  am,  with  great  regard, 

Thy  respectful!  Fr** 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD, 
7th  June,  1764.  Warnford  Court,  Throgmorton  street 


ESTBBMED  Fr? 

I  have  nothing  to  write  thee  of  a  Publick  nature,  this  is  only 
on  my  own  private  Business,  and  to  Accompany  the  Magazines. 

I  received  thy  favour  of  11th  of  4th  Mo.  and  observe  thou  has  pro- 
cured an  Allowance  of  petty  Expences,  but  by  the  Act  I  find  it  is  only 
£30  Currency,  which  used  to  be  £30  Sterling  to  your  former  Agent, 
and  a  great  deal  too  little  then.  I  confess  myself  under  Obligation  to 
thee  for  what  thou  has  done,  but  must  be  so  plain  as  to  tell  thee  I 
shall  be  Considerably  out  of  Pockett  in  that  Article,  so  that  I  am 
much  discontented  with  that  Allowance,  as  well  as  with  my  Salary. 
The  Affairs  of  America  have  lately  been,  and  are  like  to  Continue,  in 
such  a  State  as  to  require  great  Watchfullness  and  Attention  in  an 
Agent.  I  request  thou  would  Note  my  Observation  on  this  Subject 
in  my  Letter  of  24th  March  last,  &  hold  a  Consultation  with  my 
Friend,  Charles  Read,  for  seriously  I  do  not  think  it  will  be  worth 
my  while  to  continue  under  such  Terms. 

I  do  Nevertheless  Acknowledge  thy  kindness,  and  the  kindness  of 
my  other  Friends  in  the  Province.  I  shall  be  Anxious  to  know  thy 
mind  on  the  Subject,  and  shall  be  glad  to  receive  Bills  for  my  Arrears 
of  Salary.  I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Thy  Ass^  ¥/ 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD, 
16th  Aug*  1764.  Warnford  Court,  Throgmorton  street. 

P.  S.  Deborah  Weaver  &;  Son  are  both  now  in  Goal  for  Debt,  and 
m  great  want  of  Relief ;  pray  get  the  Brother  to  send  them  some- 
thing. 


change,  when  Issued,  their  Amount  in  Money  of  Great  Brittain,  at  the 

iated  for  that  Purpose. 


1783. 


Rates  of  Exchange  at  Philadelphia  Currency. 


For 
Sie  1- 
iog. 


Amount  Amount 
in  Money  of  G.  in  Money  ot  G. 
Brittain  at  the  Brittai"  Spptemb 
time  Issued.  1764. 


17 

i7i 
17i 
17J 
17f 

"1 

171 


175. 
175. 


175 

175 
176 
176 
1761 
176 
176 


15,000 


5000 


£170 

£172  10  <Sc  £175 
£172  10 

£165  &  £167  10 

£165   £167  10  &  £170 

£167  £167  10  &  £170 

£166  10  £167  10  &  £170 

£169  &  £170 

£170  £172  10  &  £175 

£170  £172  10  &  £173 

£165   £167  10  &  £169 

£167  10 

£161   £162  10  £165  &  £166 

£160  &  £162  10 

£160  &  £162  10 

£155  &  £157  10 

£152    £152  10    £153  £154 

£170  &  £172  10 

£175  &  £177  10 

£168  £170  &  £171  10 

£171   £172  10   £173  &  £175 

£170  £171  &  £172  10 


15.000 


5000 


£155 


£100 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 

ditto 


£  8955  4 
8823  10 
5797  2 
10144  18 
5970  a 
2686  11 
18181  16 
31250  0 
6250  0 
32258  1 
29411  15 
14705  17 
17J42  17 
5882  7 
14492  15 


£  8823  10  7 

8823  10  7 

5882  7  1 

10294  2  4 

5882  7  1 

2941  3  6h 

17647   1  2 

29411  15  5 

5882  7  1 

29411  15  5 

26470  11  10* 

14705  17  8 

17647   1  2 

5882  7  1 

14705  17  8 


When  the  rates  of  Ex- 
change differ,  this  calcU' 
lation  made  from  the 
middle  or  one  ol 
middle  Sums. 


N. 

ide  centering  principally  at  New-lCork  and  Philadelphia,  and  our  Remittances 
to  ]Lnd  stability  of  the  Funds,  for  sinking  them,  at  least  equal  to  the  Bills  of  Credit, 
ofii 
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An  Account  of  '. 


of  Credit  created  and  Issued  in  the  Colony  of  New  Jersey  since  January  1749,  distinguisMng  the  Amount  of  the  same,  the  times,  and  rate  of  Exchange,  when  Issued,  their  Amount 
time  Issued,  and  in  September  1764,  also  the  times  fixed  for  sinking  said  Bills,  and  an  Acco'  of  the  Funds  appropriated  for  that  Purpose. 


Money  of  Great  Brittain,  at  the 


Time  fix'd  for  sinlsing. 


January 
January 


January 
January 
April  - 
August 
December 

March - 
luno  - 
October 
April  - 

March  - 

March- 
March - 
December 
February 
September 


£  15,000 

0 

15,000 

0 

10,000 

0 

17.000 

0 

10,000 

0 

5,000 

0 

30,000 

50,000 

0 

10,000 

0 

0 

50,000 

0 

0 

45,000 

0 

0 

25,000 

0 

0 

30,000 

0 

0 

10,000 

0 

25,000 

12,500  15,000  15,000 


15,000j  1 


£170 

£172  10  &  £175 
£172  10 

£165  &  £167  10 
£165   £167  10  &  £170 
£167  £167  10  &  £170 
£166  10   £167  10  &  £170 
£169  &  f  170 
£170  £172  10  &  £175 
£170  £172  10  &  £173 
£167  10  &  £169 
£167  10 

£161   £162  10   £165  &  £166 

£160  &  £162  10 

£160  &  £162  10 

£155  &  £157  10 

£152    £152  10    £153    £154  i 

£170  &  £172  10 

£175  &  £177  10 

£168  £170  &  £171  10 

£171    £172  10   £173  &  £175 

£170   £171  &  £172  10 


5797  2  : 
10144  18  I 
5970  a 
2686  11 
18181  16 
31250  0 
6250  0 
32''53  1 
29411  15 
14705  17 
17)42  17 


£  8823  10  7 
a  10  7 


2941  3  6t 

17647   1  2 

29411  15  5 

5882  7  1 

29411  15  5 

26470  11  10» 

14705  17  8 

17647   1  2 


N.  B.  1.  English  Gold  and  Silver,  as  a  Currency,  have  continued  the  same,  without  variation  during  the  times  above-mentioned.  ^  _  , 

2.  The  Currency  of  New  Jersey  has  more  depending  on  its  Credit  than  perhaps  that  of  any  other  Colony,  being  particularly  circumstanc'd  in  this,  that  in  the  course  of  Trade  centering  prmcipally  at  New-Xorli 
to  Brittain  chiefly  made  from  thence,  N.  Jersey  Bills  of  Credit  are  no  legal  tender  there  to  any  but  Inhabitants  of  N.  Jersey,  yet  they  retain  their  Credit  on  Acco'  of  the  certainty  and  stabiUty  of  the  Funds,  for  smkmg 
of  any  other  Colony,  tho'  some  of  those  carry  Interest 


and  Philadelphia,  and 
lem,  at  least  equal  to  tli 


ur  Remittances 
iBiHs  of  Credit. 
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Cha?  Read,  Sam^.  Smith,  &  Jacob  Spicer,  Esq!"' 

Esteemed  Fr?^ 

I  Informed  yotir  in  my  last  of  the  passing  of  the  American 
Stamp  Duty  Bill ;  since  which  several  other  Bills  have  passed,  which 
Affect  America,  particularly  an  Act  for  Punishing  Mutiny  and  Deser- 
tion there,  in  which,  upou  its  first  bringing  in,  there  stood  a  Clause, 
Enabling  the  Military  Officers  to  Billett  Soldiers  in  Private  Familys* 
This  greatly  Alarmed  every  Friend  to  America,  and  by  the  Application 
and  Influence  of  the  Merchants  of  London  and  the  Agents,  that  Clause 
was  totally  left  out,  &  the  Act  as  now  past  is  Inoffensive.  There  has 
also  passed  An  Act  for  the  Regulating  the  Post  Office  in  America. 

There  is  a  Bill  passing  the  House  Intitled  An  Act  to  regulate  the 
Trade  of  America,  in  which  are  contained  several  Alterations  relating 
to  Commerce,  most  of  them  I  think  in  favour  of  the  Colonys ;  as  for 
Instance,  The  Restrictions  respecting  Lumber  is  taken  off,  the  Duty 
on  Coffee  lowered,  and  a  Bounty  Granted  on  the  Importation  of 
American  Timber.  I  shall  send  a  more  particular  Account  of  this 
Bill  by  the  next  Vessell. 

The  House  have  under  Consideration  a  Regency  Bill,  to  provide 
for  the  Goverement  of  the  Nation  in  Case  of  the  King's  Death  during 
the  Minority  of  his  Successor.       I  am,  with  great  regard. 

Your  Ass-^  Fr-^- 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD, 
13th  May,  1765.  Warnford  Court, 

Throgmorton  Street. 


Esteemed  Fr" 

Thy  Favour  of  and  two  Bills,  Value 

-£118.2.4d.  &  £49.3.6d.,  came  to  hand,  and  I  acknowledgd  thy  eare 
and  kindness  therem. 

The  Tumultuous  Behaviour  of  the  People  in  several  of  the  Colonies 
gives  great  Offence  ;  and  tho'  the  present  Ministry  are  disposed  to  ease 
them,  I  fear  their  Opposition  to  Parliamentary  Jurisdiction  will  deprive 
them  of  at  least  apart  of  that  Relief  w*'^  wo?  in  all  Probability  have 
been  otherwise  Granted  them. 

The  Pari*  meets  the  17th  Instant.    That  Meetinff  was  Intended  for 
20 
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no  other  purpose  but  to  Issue  Writts  for  the  Vacancys,  and  then  Ad- 
journ till  after  the  Holydays.  It  is  now  thought  they  will  Immediate- 
ly proceed  to  Business,  and  that  America  will  be  the  first  object  of 
their  Animadversion.  The  Merch*^  of  London  have  Associated  and 
Appointed  a  Committee  to  Render  the  Americans  their  good  offices 
during  the  Ensuing  Sessions. 

I  have  seen  the  Petitions  Signed  by  the  Committee  Men  at  New 
York.    I  think  upon  the  whole  they  are  modestly  worded. 

I  am  Thy  respectfull  Fr*^- 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD, 
Warnford  Court, 

13th  Dec.  1763.  Throgmorton  Street. 

P.  S.  pray  sendjne  thy  History  of  the  Province. 


Esteemed  Fr? 

Since  my  last  the  Parliament  met  and  sat  several  days,  and 
then  Adjourned  to  the  14th  Instant ;  much  was  said  in  the  House  of 
Commons  relating  to  America  and  the  Disturbances  there,  but  no 
Resolutions  were  come  to,  forasmuch  as  the  present  Ministry  were 
then  most  of  them  out  of  the  House.  Having  Vacated  their  Seats 
by  Acceptance  of  their  places  they  are  now  re-Elected,  and  it  is 
Expected  The  Consideration  of  America  will  be  brought  on  very 
early ;  and  that  thro'  the  favourable  disposition  of  the  Ministry,  and 
the  Vigourous  application  and  Interest  of  the  London  Merchants, 
many  of  your  Burthens  will  be  lightened, 

I  am  Thy  Respectfull  Fr^ 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD, 
Warnford  Court, 

11th  Jan.  1766.  Throgmorton  Street 


Gent. 

Both  Houses  of  Parliament  have  during  the  present  Sessions 
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spent  by  much  the  greatest  part  of  their  Time  in  Considering  the 
American  Complaints.  All  the  Papers  relating  to  America  which 
have  been  rece'd  from  thence,  and  also  all  the  Letters,  &c.  which  have 
been  sent  from  the  several  Boards  to  America,  have  been  read  in  both 
Houses ;  the  Petitions  of  the  Merchants  &;  Manufacturers  of  London, 
Leeds,  BristoU,  Glasgow,  &;c.  have  been  presented,  and  they  have 
been  Examined  in  support  of  the  same ;  and  at  length  the  Grand  Ques- 
tion of  Repeal  or  no  Repeal  came  on  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  21st  Instant.  After  sitting  all  that  night  and  till  three 
o'clock  next  Morning  the  House  Divided,  and  upon  the  Division 

The  Ayes  were  275 
Noes  167 

So  that  there  was  a  majority  of  108  for  the  Repeal. 

It  is  fully  Expected  that  there  will  also  be  a  great  Majority  in  the 
House  of  Lords. 

I  rece'd  your  favour  of  DecT  9th,  and  also  Copies  of  the  Petitions* 
Votes,  &c.  <&  a  Bill  of  Exchange,  Value  £100  sterling,  but  the 
Capt?  is  just  now  taking  off  his  Letters,  so  that  I  cannot  be  more 
particular  at  present.  I  am,  with  great  regard,  to  yourselves  &  the 
rest  of  the  Gent  of  the  General  Assembly, 

Their  <fe  your  respectful  Fr? 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD, 

Warnford  Court, 

25th  Feb.  1766.  Throgmorton  Street. 

[Address]  To  the  Gent,  of  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  of  the 
Assembly  of  New  Jersey. 


Esteemed  Fr? 

By  the  Friendship,  Capt°  Frost,  via  Maryland,  I  Inclosed 
thee  a  Letter  to  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  dated  the  25th 
february,  by  which  thou  wast  Informed  of  the  then  Scituation  of 
America,  since  which  the  very  Acceptable  News  of  a  Total  Repeal 
of  the  Stamp  Act  has  undoubtedly  reached  you. 

I  received  the  Copy  of  the  Act  for  Regulating  the  Practice  of  the 
Law  with  Remittance,  and  have  retained  Councel  according  to  Direc- 
tions. It  now  lays  before  the  Council  for  the  Board  of  Trade.  I 
shall  forward  it  with  as  much  Expedition  as  will  be  Prudent. 
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The  Regulations  and  Restrictions  upon  the  Trade  of  America  are 
now  before  the  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  they  seem  disposed  to  take 
off  all  unnecessary  Burthens. 

I  am,  with  great  Esteem, 

Thy  respectfull  Fr'^- 
JOSEPH  SHERWOOD. 

Warnford  Court, 

3d  April  1766.  Throgmorton  Street. 


Esteemed  Fr° 

The  late  famous  Pitt  has  accepted  a  Peerage,  which  is  mat- 
ter of  great  Animadversion  here.  He  is  appointed  Privy  Seal.  The 
late  Chancellor  is  Appointed  President  of  the  Council,  and  Lord  Cam- 
den, Chancellor — in  short  allmost  all  the  Political  &  Law  Departments 
have  undergone  a  Revolution ;  the  particulars  whereof  will  be  known 
by  the  Publick  Prints. 

I  have  lalely  received  a  Letter  from  your  Speaker,  inclosing  a  Copy 
of  a  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  whereby  a  new  Agent  is 
appointed.*  As  I  am  not  sensible  of  any  Misconduct  in  my  Office, 
I  shall  be  glad  to  know  how  the  Revolution  came  about ;  but  if  the 
Change  shall  turn  out  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Province  I  will  not  regret 
it ;  and  notwithstanding  I  am  out  of  Office  in  that  respect,  I  shall 
cheerfully  Embrace  any  future  Oppurtunity  of  rendering  any  Services 
to  the  Province,  but  more  especially  to  Manifest  a  Sence  of  regard  to 
thee  by  any  good  offices  here  to  thyself  or  Friends* 
I  am  Thy  respectfull  Fr° 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD, 
Warnford  Court, 

21st  Aug.  1766.  Throgmorton  Street. 


Esteemed  Fr^ 

The  Secretary  of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey  is  deceased, 


*  [Henry  Wilmot,  through  the  influence  of  Lord  Stirling.] 
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and  one  Morris  Morgan,  Esq^  ,*  is  appointed  in  his  Room.  Offers 
have  been  made  to  him  by  People  here  respecting  the  Deputyship,  but 
he  has  Declined  Entering  into  any  Engagement,  and  will  give  Charles 
Read  the  Preference  of  Continuation,  Provided  his  offers  are  any  thing 
near  what  is  offered  by  others. 

Both  Houses  of  Parliament  met  the  11th  Instant,  and  are  Pursuing 
measures  to  reduce  the  Price  of  Corn  and  other  Provisions,  which  are 
very  Extravagant.  It  is  thought  the  affair  of  the  American  Paper 
Currency  will  be  Reconsidered  this  Sessions. 

I  am  Thy  respectfuU  Fr"? 

JOSEPH  SHERWOOD. 

18th  Nov.  1766. 


[*  Maurice  Morgan.— A  letter  written  at  the  time,  now  in  the  possession  of  a  gentle- 
man in  Philadelphia,  stiles  him  the  "  Duke  of  Newcastle's  Cook."  It  is  not  known 
that  he  ever  visited  New  Jersey,  but  he  held  the  office  until  1776,  farming  it  out  first  to 

Charles  Read,  and  subsequently  to  Charles  Petit.] 


Pages  155-156  omitted  in  numbering. 


PROCEEDINGS 

OF  THK 

NEW  JERSEY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 


Vol.  y.  1851.  No.  4. 


Newakk,,M«?/  15th,  1851. 

This  being  the  day  prescribed  in  the  by-laws  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Society  in  this  city,  the  members  convened  at  12  o'clock,  in  their  room 
in  the  Library  Building,  in  Market  street.  The  President,  the  Hon. 
Joseph  C.  Hoenblowee,  LL.D.,  took  the  Chair,  being  assisted  by 
the  Hon.  James  Paekee,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents.  A  large  num- 
ber of  members  were  in  attendance,  together  with  several  distinguish- 
ed gentlemen  from  New  York. 

After  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  approved,  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  reported  the  correspondence  since  January — 
comprising,  among  others,  letters  from  the  American  Phil.  Society  and 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Society  ; — from  Hon.  Wm.  Beown,  M.P.,  of 
Liverpool,  T.  Russel  Jeivcks,  Esq.,  and  Chaeles  T.  Jackson,  M.D., 
of  Boston,  and  Asa  Fitch,  M.D.,  of  Salem,  New  York,  acknowledg- 
ing their  election  as  honorary  members ; — from  J.  M.Beenhisel,  Agent 
of  the  Territory  of  Utah,  soliciting  a  donation  of  books  for  a  Terri- 
torial Library^  which  request  had  been  complied  with ; — from  Mr.  John 
RoDGEES,  of  Burlington,  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  F.  Bar- 
ber (afterward  Colonel  Barber,)  to  the  Rev  James  Caldwell,  giving  an 
account  of  the  reception  by  the  troops,  then  in  Western  New  York,  of 
the  news  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence ; — from  the  Hon.  James 
G.  King,  one  of  the  Vice  Presidents,  regretting  his  inability  to  attend 
the  meeting,  from  indisposition,  &c. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Librarian,  he  also  aimounced  the  donations, 
received  since  January. 
21 
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The  Treasurer  reported  the  balance  of  cash  in  the  Treasury  to  be 
8501  71. 

Hon.  Wm.  a.  Duer,  from  the  Committee  on  Publications,  reported 
that  another  number  of  the  Society's  periodical  had  been  issued  since 
the  last  meeting,  containing  the  proceedings  up  to  the  present  time ; 
and  that  the  volume  of  "  Collections,"  intended  to  embrace  "  the  Mor- 
ris Papers,"  from  1738  to  1746,  was  nearly  ready  for  presentation  to 
the  Society,  for  its  decision  as  to  the  time  and  mode  of  publication. 
It  is  expected  that  before  the  next  meeting  it  will  be  fully  completed. 

Mr.  Gifford,  from  the  Committee  on  Biographies,  in  the  absence 
of  Mr.  Field  the  Chairman,  reported  verbally,  that  the  committee  had 
organized,  and  allotted  to  various  individuals  the  preparation  of 
biographical  sketches  of  distinguished  Jerseymen,  from  whose  labors 
it  was  believed  the  Society  would  soon  realize  much  interesting  and 
valuable  information. 

Mr.  Duryee,  from  the  Committee  charged  with  the  management 
of  the  Colonial  Document  Fund,  reported  that  they  had  nothing  new 
to  communicate  to  the  Society  in  reference  to  the  labors  of  Mr.  Ste- 
vens, in^ngland.  It  is  understood  that  the  Analytical  Index  to  the 
New  Jersey  Papers,  upon  which  he  has  been  engaged,  is  completed  ; 
and  the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Murray, 
who  is  now  in  England,  was  requested  to  hasten  its  transmission  to 
us — so  that  it  may  shortly  be  expected. 

Mr.  Hayes,  from  the  Committee  on  Nominations,  reported  favor- 
ably upon  several  names  referred  to  them,  and  on  balloting,  the  gen- 
tlemen were  all  duly  elected  members,  and  new  nominations  were 
7  aceived. 

Judge  Duer  offered  the  following  Resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  heirs  or  representatives  of  the  late  John  Stevens, 
of  Hoboken,  be  respectfully  requested  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  this 
Society  such  of  their  ancestor's  papers  as  they  may  think  proper,  with 
a  view  to  the  preparation  of  his  biography. 

Judge  D.  observed,  that  he  was  induced  to  move  this  resolution  in 
consequence  of  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Stevens,  many  years  ago,  at 
Albany,  during  a  session  of  the  legislature  of  New  York,  of  which  he 
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(Mr.  D.)  was  then  a  member.  It  was  in  the  year  1816,  while  the 
great  Canal  Bill  was  pending  in  the  Assembly.  That  bill  proposed 
the  route  for  the  canal  between  Schenectady  and  Albany,  which  was 
subsequently  adopted.  But  Mr.  Stevens  proposed  that  it  should  ter- 
minate at  the  former  place,  and  the  transportation  be  continued  thence 
by  railroad,  to  terminate  either  at  Albany,  or  Van  Wie's  Point,  four 
miles  lower,  on  the  Hudson,  and  below  the  obstruction  in  the  naviga- 
tion caused  by  the  over  slaugh  between  that  point  and  the  city. 
Full  of  this  project,  Mr.  Stevens  addressed  himself,  in  the  first  instance, 
to  the  canal  commissioners,  by  whom  it  was  received,  not  merely  with 
discouragement,  but  ridicule.  No  other  railroad  had  as  yet  been  heard 
of,  either  in  England  or  this  country,  than  the  double  tram-roads  from 
the  coal  mines,  upon  which  the  loaded  vehicles,  in  their  descent  to  a 
canal  or  river,  were  made  to  draw  up  the  empty  ones  to  the  mine,  and 
the  idea  which  Mr.  S.  had  suggested,  of  using  a  steam-engine  as  a 
motive-power  upon  land,  was  counted  as  impracticable.  Besides  this 
opposition,  Mr.  Stevens  was  met  by  another,  full  as  powerful,  in  the 
local  interests  which  his  proposal  seemed  to  affect.  The  route  pro- 
posed by  the  commissioners  for  the  Erie  Canal,  followed  the  course  of 
the  Mohawk  to  its  mouth,  near  Waterford,  and  above  Lansingburgh 
and  Troy  as  well  as  Albany.  The  influence,  therefore,  of  the  in- 
habitants  of  these  places,  whose  energy  and  perseverance,  especially 
of  those  of  Troy,  were  proverbial,  was  brought  to  bear  with  irresist- 
able  force  against  the  project  of  Mr.  Stevens.  In  vain  did  he  urge  the 
advantages  of  avoiding  the  delay  and  inconvenience  arising  from  the 
obstructions  in  the  navigation  of  the  river.  The  apprehension  of  a 
rival  route  to  Albany,  roused  even  the  slumbering  burghers  of  that 
ancient  city  to  exertion.  In  vain  did  he  urge  the  great  saving  of  time, 
and  the  expense  of  five- and- twenty  locks  between  Schenectady  and  the 
Hudson — the  bare  suggestion  of  a  shorter  route,  however  generally 
beneficial,  which  would  cut  off  the  cities  above  Albany  from  the  canal, 
was  sufficient  to  bring  down  an  army  of  Trojans  and  their  auxiliaries, 
upon  the  legislature  and  overwhelm  Mr.  S.,  had  he  been  a  host  him- 
self— much  less  could  he  contend  single-handed  against  such  a  force. 
In  this  emergency  he  applied  to  Mr.  D.,  from  the  circumstance  of  the 
friendship  and  relationship  existing  between  their  families.  Although 
he  (Mr.  D.)  was  well  aware  that  nothing  could  be  done  by  any  indi- 
vidual member  in  resistence  to  the  combined  force  arranged  in  sup- 
port of  the  plan  of  the  canal  commissioners,  and  not  considering  it 
necessary  to  form  any  opinion  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  that  plan 
and  the  projects  of  Mr.  S.,  yet,  from  curiosity  as  well  as  courtesy,  he 
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was  willing  to  hear  whatever  Mr.  S.  had  to  say  in  favor  of  the  latter. 
Accordingly,  he  explained  himself  to  the  effect  that  if  the  canal  should 
be  made  to  terminate  in  a  basin  at  Schenectady,  an  iron  railway 
might  be  easily  constructed,  in  a  direct  line  across  the  sandy  plains 
between  that  place  and  Albany,  at  a  much  less  expense,  and  much 
greater  advantage  to  the  public  than  if  the  canal  should  be  carried  along 
the  Mohawk,  passing  the  Cohoes  Falls  to  the  Hudson.     Upon  his 
(Mr.  D's.)  objecting  the  difficulty  and  expense  which  appeared  to 
him  incident  to  the  transhipment  and  land  transportation  involved  in 
this  plan,  Mr.  S.  replied,  that  no  transhipment  would  be  necessary, 
as  the  canal-boat  might  be  set  upon  wheels  and  placed  upon  the  rail- 
way ;  and,  in  answer  to  a  question  as  to  the  mode  of  traction  and  the 
number  of  horses  requisite  for  each  boat,  he  observed,  that  he  proposed 
drawing  several  boats  together  by  means  of  a  moveable  steam-engine ; 
and  proceeded  to  state  whence  he  derived  the  idea.    He  said,  that 
it  was  from  the  fact  that  Oliver  Evans  having  built  a  steamboat 
at  Kensington,  some  distance  from  the'bank  of  the  Delaware,  was  at 
a  loss  as  to  the  mode  of  launching  her,  owing,  not  only  to  the  distance, 
but  to  the  number  of  roads  and  streets  intervening  between  the  ship- 
yard and  the  river.     He  was  restricted  by  the  municipal  authorties 
to  the  night  time  for  the  attempt ;  and  in  order  to  effect  it,  he  lashed 
a  couple  of  Philadelphia  drays — one  forward  and  the  other  aft — to 
serve  as  wheels,  and  then  set  his  boat  upon  ways,  and  his  engine  in 
motion,  and  thus  propelled  her  into  the  element  for  which  she  was 
destined.    "  Now,"  said  Mr.  S,,  "  why  may  not  a  steam-engine  be 
constructed  to  move  on  wheels  of  its  own,  independent  of  a  boat,  and 
of  power  sufficient  to  draw  several  loaded  boats  or  wagons  on  an  iron 
railway?"    To  this  question  Mr.  D.  said,  he  was  unprepared  to  inter- 
pose a  negative  answer ;  and  not  until  ten  years  afterwards  was 
it  positively  answered  in  England.    Like  many  other  men  of  genius, 
Mr.  S.  was  the  first  to  suggest  the  idea  of  an  invention,  which  others 
have  perfected.     But  it  is  well  known  that  he  was  among  the  first  to 
reduce  to  practice  the  discovery  of  steam  navigation.    He,  moreover, 
at  a  very  early  day,  though  with  less  success,  experimented  in  convert- 
ing inflammable  gas  to  the  purpose  of  illumination ;  but,  unfortunately, 
he  had  not  discovered  any  method  of  purifying  his  gas,  consequently 
its  use  was  so  offensive,  if  not  to  himself  to  his  next  neighbor,  his 
own  brother-in-law  Chancellor  Livingston,  that  he  threatened  him 
with  an  indictment  unless  the  nuisance  was  instantly  abated. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  Mr.  Stevens  was  undoubtedly  a  man  of 
genius,  and  if  not  himself  entirely  successful  in  the  execution  of  his 
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plans,  he  has,  nevertheless,  transmitted  to  this  State,  his  country, 
and  the  world,  a  rich  legacy  in  the  genius  he  has  left  as  an  inheritance 
to  his  family,  and  the  practical  use  they  have  made  of  it.  The  bio- 
graphy of  such  a  man  ought,  therefore,  to  be  written,  not  only  as  a 
tribute  due  to  science,  but,  as  his  merit  casts  a  lustre  upon  this,  his 
native  State,  reflected  as  far  beyond  its  borders  as  the  locomotive 
travels  or  aerial  light  can  penetrate. 

Mr.  Gifford  stated,  that  the  Committee  on  Biographies  had  already 
informally  applied  to  one  of  the  sons  of  Mr.  Stevens,  for  any  docu- 
ments in  his  possession  respecting  his  father's  connection  with  seve- 
ral discoveries  in  the  arts  and  modern  enterprize,  and  had  received  a 
favorable  response  from  that  gentleman.  He  also  took  occasion  to 
remark  that,  there  was  one  fact  of  much  interest  to  Jerseymen,  con- 
nected with  the  name  of  Mr.  Stevens.  By  his  influence  a  railroad 
charter  was  passed  by  the  New  Jersey  legislature,  in  the  year  1815, 
which  contemplated  a  road  four  rods  wide,  either  of  wood  or  iron,  from 
the  river  Delaware,  near  Trenton,  to  the  river  Raritan,  near  New 
Brunswick,  by  which  it  would  appear  that  New  Jersey  was  the  first  of 
the  United  States  to  encourage  the  great  work  which  so  eminently 
distinguishes  the  age  we  live  in. 

The  President  then  rose  and  asked  permission  to  say  a  few 
words  in  relation  to  a  matter  of  more  interest  to  himself,  perhaps, 
than  to  any  one  else,  but  which  had  been  brought  to  his  mind  by 
the  remarks  which  had  just  been  made  by  his  friend.  Judge  Duer.  He 
had  listened  with  much  interest  and  pleasure  to  the  reminiscences  of 
that  gentleman — of  the  conversation  between  him  and  Col.  John 
Stevens,  in  relation  to  the  successful  application  of  steam  to  locomo- 
tion on  land  and  water,  as  the  introduction  of  that  subject  seemed  to 
give  him  (the  President)  an  opportunity  to  make  the  remarks  he  was 
about  to  submit,  without  feeling  that  he  was  intruding  himself  upon 
the  attention  of  the  Societ3\  He  said,  he  believed  he  might  state, 
without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  he  was  the  only  person  now 
living  who  could  say,  with  truth,  that  his  father  erected  the  first 
steam-engine  ever  built  in  North  America.  His  grandfather  was  an 
engineer,  in  England,  and  his  (the  President's)  father,  Josiah  Horn- 
blower,  had  been  brought  up  to  the  same  business,  and,  at  an  early 
period  of  his  life,  was  engaged  in  erecting  a  powerful  engine  at  the 
mines  in  Anglesea,  in  England.  While  so  engaged,  he  entered  into  a 
contract  with  the  agents  in  London  for  the  owners  of  the  Schuyler 
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Copper  Mine,  situated  within  a  few  miles  of  this  place,  (in  what  was 
then  the  county  of  Bergen,  but  which  is  now  the  county  of  Hudson), 
to  come  to  this  country  to  erect  a  steam-engine  at  that  mine.  Accord- 
ingly, after  finishing  his  engagement  in  Anglesea,  in  the  year  1747, 
he  came  to  this  country  in  accordance  with  his  contract,  bringing 
with  him  well  qualified  artists  and  workmen,  and  all  the  necessary 
materials  for  an  engine,  with  duplicates  and  triplicates  of  many  parts 
of  the  machinery.  The  engine  answered  its  purpose,  and  the  mines 
were  successfully  worked.  He  intended  to  return  to  Europe,  but  was 
prevailed  upon  by  Col.  Schuyler,  the  principal  owner  of  the  mines,  to 
remain  here,  and  take  an  interest  in  the  establishment.  He  did  so, 
and  soon  after  married,  and  became  a  settled  inhabitant  of  this  colony. 
He  purchased  a  place  at  Second  River  (now  called  Belleville),  had  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  he  (the  President),  now  in  the 
75th  ye'ar  of  his  age,  was  the  youngest,  and  now  the  only  survivor. 
His  father  prosecuted  the  mines  successfully — shipping  the  ore,  after 
it  had  been  stamped  and  cleansed,  to  England — of  the  results  and 
profits  of  which,  his  well  kept  books,  yet  in  his  (the  President's)  pos- 
session, furnished  an  accurate  account.  The  mines  were  worked 
until  the  Revolutionary  War,  when  the  engine-house  and  works  con- 
nected with  it,  were  destroyed  by  fire,  and  his  father  having  attached 
himself  to  the  cause  of  his  adopted  and,  by  him,  beloved  country,  and 
then  in  its  service  as  a  legislator,  never  resumed  th'e  mining  business, 
but  devoted  himself  to  his  farm.  In  1794,  or  about  that  time,  he 
superintended  the  erection  of  another  steam-engine  at  those  mines, 
partly  out  of  the  old  materials,  for  a  company  who  had  taken  a  lease 
of  the  mines,  but  whose  operations  were  unsuccessful,  and  soon  ter- 
minated. After  this  the  engine  became  useless  ;  part  of  it  remains  to 
the  present  day  on  the  grounds,  and  a  part  he  had  seen  pass  through 
Newark,  on  its  way  to  Philadelphia,  where  it  was_used  in  the  first 
waterworks  established  there.  He  died  in  January,  1806,  at  the  age 
of  80  years,  and,  the  President  added,  that  his  principal  object  in 
what  he  had  stated,  was  to  introduce  the  fact,  that  almost  as  far  back 
as  his  memory  reached,  he  had  heard  his  father  say,  and  say  it  re- 
peatedly, that  he  had  no  doubt  but  some  of  his  children  would  live  to 
see  the  power  of  steam  successfully  applied — not  only  to  navigation, 
but  to  locomotion  on  land,  as  well  as  to  manufacturing,  and  even 
domestic  purposes ;  and  it  gave  him  pleasure  to  say  that  his  father 
himself  had  not  only  lived  to  see  the  boat  built  by  Chancellor  Living, 
aton,  which,  though  it  was  moved  by  steam,  proved  a  failure,  but  the 
more  successful  efllbrts  of  the  lamented  Fulton,  in  the  first  steam 


163 


ferry-boat  that  was  used  for  years  at  Povvles  Hook,  now  Jersey  city. 
Ferry. 

The  resolution  of  Judge  Duer  was  adopted,  and  on  his  motion  it 
was  also — 

Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  reduce  to  writing  the 
statement  made  by  him  verbally,  referring  to  the  introduction  of  the 
first  steam-engine,  to  be  placed,  together  with  the  documents  alluded 
to  by  him,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  R.  K.  Rodgers — 

Resolved,  That  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society  be  held  at  Somer- 
ville,  in  the  County  of  Somerset,  on  such  day  in  September  as  the 
Executive  Committee  may  deem  most  expedient ;  and  that  the  Rev 
Dr.  Messier,  Messrs.  Thos.  A.  Hartwell  and  S.  S.  Hartwell  be  a  com- 
mittee to  make  the  arrangements  for  the  meeting. 

Mr.  Whitehead  presented  and  read  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Joseph 
Shippen,  Jun.,  written  while  pursuing  his  studies  at  Newark,  in  1752, 
in  the  College  of  New  Jersey ;  describing  the  marriage  of  President 
Burr — received  from  the  Hon.  J.  C.  G.  Kennedy,  of  the  Census 
Bureau;  and  also  some  notices  of  the  early  life  of  David  Jamison, 
Chief  Justice  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  under  Governor  Hunter 
— received  from  the  Rev.  Richard  Webster,  of  Mauch  Chunk — which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Biographies. 

Mr.  Beadley  presented,  in  behalf  of  Samuel  H.  Congar,  a  valu- 
able manuscript  map  of  Newark,  as  allotted  off  to  the  first  settlers, 
with  sketches  of  the  first  meeting-house  and  court  house ;  exhibiting 
great  research,  and  conveying  much  useful  information  respecting  the 
the  early  settlers  of  the  town. 

From  Mr.  Adrien  Scharff  was  received  an  interesting  collection 
of  Dutch  copper  and  silver  coins  of  various  dates,  properly  arranged 
and  catalogued. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  laid  before  the  Society  the  following 
document : — 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society : — 

Sir — I  take  pleasure  in  communicating  to  the  Society,  through  you, 
the  following  resolution,  passed  by  the  Classis  of  New  Brunswick, 
at  its  stated  session,  held  April  5th,  1851. 
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Resolved,  That  this  Classis  regard  with  approbation  and  interest, 
the  labors  of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  and  recommend  to 
their  pastors  and  members,  to  aid  its  researches  in  every  practicable 
form. 

(A  true  copy.)  David  D.  Demarest,  Stated  Clerk. 

New  Brunswick,  May  15,  1851. 
— which  was  ordered  to  be  inserted  on  the  minutes. 

A  paper  was  then  read  by  Joseph  P.  Bradley,  Esq.,  on  "  Ameri- 
can Coins  and  Currency,  before  and  since  the  Revolution  for  which 
tiianks  were  returned  to  Mr.  Bradley,  and  a  copy  of  it  requested  for 
the  archives  of  the  Society. 

The  Hon.  George  Bancroft  followed,  with  a  paper  upon  the 
"  Origin  of  the  American  Union,"  in  which  the  various  projects,  whtch 
from  time  to  time  were  suggested,  prior  to  1765,  for  the  joint  coopera- 
tion and  mutual  support  of  the  Colonies,  were  presented  and  reviewed^ 

On  motion  of  Judge  Duer  it  was 

Resolved,  Tliat  the  thanks  of  the  Society  are  due  to  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Bancroft  for  the  able  and  highly  interesting  paper  with  which  he  ha& 
favored  it,  and  that  a  copy  be  respectfully  requested  for  publication. 

The  Society  then  adjourned,  to  meet  at  Somerville  in  September. 


SELECTIONS  FROM  THE  CORRESPONDENCE  AND  PAPERS^ 

Laid  before  the  Society,  May  15th,  1851. 

FROM  ASA  FITCH,  M.D. 

Salem,  New  York,  Feb.  18th,  1851. 

Sir, 

Your  note,  informing  me  of  my  election  as  an  Honorary  Mem- 
ber of  the  New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  together  with  the  Society V 
constitution  and  circular,  and  more  recently  its  diploma  of  member- 
ship, have  been  duly  received.    I  feel  that  something  more  than  a 
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mere  expression  of  my  grateful  acknowledgments  is  due  to  the  Soci- 
ety for  this  mark  of  respect — and  have  thought  that  some  particulars 
which  I  have  gathered  with  regard  to  one  of  the  former  clergymen  of 
New  Jersey,  and  his  children,  would  be  as  acceptable  as  anything  I 
am  at  present  prepared  to  communicate. 

In  Prof.  Hodge's  History  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  vol.  1,  p.  227, 
note,  the  name  of  the  Rev.  James  McCrea  occurs,  as  a  minister 
received  into  the  Presbyterian  church,  in  the  year  1739,  and  settled  at 
"  Lamberton,"  in  New  Jersey. 

The  family  of  this  divine,  I  am  informed,  was  originally  from  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  had  been  settled  during  some  generations 
in  North  Ireland.  From  thence,  James  McCrea,  contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  his  parents,  came  to  this  country,  when  seventeen  years  of 
age.  His  classical  education,  which  had  been  commenced  in  Ire- 
land was  here  completed,  and  he  studied  theology  under  the  Rev. 
William  Tennent,  sen.  He  was  settled  in  the  ministry  at  "  Lam- 
mington  "  (as  the  name  is  written  in  a  MS.  before  me),  where  he  mar- 
ried Mary  Graham,  a  native  of  that  place,  of  Scotch  descent.  By 
that  marriage  he  had  five  sons  and  two  daughters.  He  died  in  the 
year  1769. 

His  oldest  son,  John  McCrea,  became  a  resident  of  Albany,  N.  Y., 
about  the  year  1760,  where,  it  is  probable,  he  studied  and  commenc- 
ed the  practice  of  law,  and  where  he  married  his  first  wife.  Two  of 
the  other  sons,  James  and  Samuel,  a  few  years  afterwards,  came  to 
this  vicinity,  also,  and  located  at  Ballston,  N.  Y.,  where  they  con- 
tinued to  reside,  and  where  they  died.  They  were  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Ballston.  Upon  their  newly  cleared  lands  there  fine 
crops  of  wheat  were  readily  grown  ;  but  there  was  no  mill  for  grind- 
ing it  within  thirty  miles  of  them,  and  for  a  time  most  of  their  bread 
was  made  by  boiling  the  grain  until  it  was  sufficiently  S9ft  to  be 
kneaded  and  moulded  into  cakes  for  baking. 

The  two  remaining  sons.  Dr.  Stephen  and  William,  resided  and  died 
in  the  city  of  New  York.  Stephen  (as  appears  from  the  Correspond- 
ence of  the  New  York  Provincial  Congress,  p.  62)  had  just  completed 
his  medical  education  as  the  Revolutionary  War  was  commencing, 
and  entered  the  American  service,  receiving  the  appointment  of  sur- 
geon in  one  of  the  New  York  regiments,  that  was  then  raised  for  the 
expedition  to  Canada. 

Of  one  of  the  daughters  I  have  no  information.  The  other,  Jane 
McCrea,  upon  the  death  of  her  father,  came  to  reside  with  her  brother 
John,  in  Albany.  Soon  after  this,  John  removed  from  Albany  with  his 
22 
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family  and  sister,  to  the  present  town  of  Northumberland,  in  Saratoga 
county, — his  residence  being  upon  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson  river, 
/directly  opposite  to  the  mouth  of  the  Moses-kill,  and  five  miles  south 
of  Fort  Edward.  In  1773,  the  courts  in  the  newly  erected  county  of 
Charlotte  (now  Washington),  commenced  their  sessions ;  that  able 
jurist  and  legislator,  William  Duer,  and  Philip  Schuyler,  afterwards 
major-general,  being  the  presiding  judges.  In  these  courts,  John 
MeCrea  is  shown  by  the  records  to  have  been  a  leading  attorney  and 
counsellor.  Early  in  1775,  when  our  country  commenced  girding 
itself  for  its  arduous  struggle  for  independence,  Messrs.  Schuyler 
and  McCrea  were  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Safety,  for 
Saratoga  district ;  and  a  few  months  afterwards,  when  the  militia  was 
organized,  the  latter  was  chosen  colonel  of  the  Saratoga  regiment. 
During  that  memorable  contest  into  which  he  thus  early  and  zealously 
entered,  it  was  his  destiny  to  experience  trials  and  losses  that  were 
truly  severe.  The  community  were  he  resided,  was  much  divided  in 
sentiment  upon  the  subject  of  the  war.  Above  him,, on  the  river,  just 
below  Fort  Edward,  resided  the  widow  Jones,  who  also  came  hither 
from  New  Jersey,  with  a  number  of  sons,  now  grown  to  manhood. 
Between  one  of  these,  David  Jones,  and  Jane  McCrea,  an  intimacy 
was  subsisting,  which  probably  made  it  the  earnest  desire  of  Col. 
McCrea  to  attach  his  family  to  the  American  cause  ;  for,  according  to 
traditionary  reports,  it  was  through  his  influence  that  Jonathan  Jones 
was,  ere  long,  elected  an  additional  member  of  the  Committee  of  Safet}^, 
and  that  David  Jones  was  chosen  a  lieutenant  in  the  militia.  Neither 
of  them,  however,  accepted  these  stations,  and  the  following  year  they 
took  the  decided  step  of  going  over  to  Canada  and  enlisting  in  the 
British  service — Jonathan  receiving  a  captain's  commission,  and  David 
that  of  a  lieutenant.  ^  In  this  capacity  they  accompanied  the  army  of 
Burgoyne  the  next  year,  when  it  invaded  this  section  of  the  State. 
And  when  by  the  evacuation  of  Ticonderoga,  it  was  rendered  certain 
that  the  hostile  force  would  penetrate  the  country,  at  least  to  Fort 
Edward,  Miss  McCrea  left  her  brother's  house  and  became  domiciled  at 
Mrs.  Jones's.  From  hence,  the  efforts  of  her  brothers,  John  and  Samuel^ 
amounting  in  one  instance  almost  to* personal  violence,  failed  to  with- 
draw her.  At  length  the  royal  army  advanced  to  within  five  miles  of 
Fort  Edward — the  whig  families  had  all  removed  from  the  neighbor- 
hood— and,  on  the  morning  of  Sunday,  July  27th,  clothed  in  a  dress  so 
nice  that  it  attracted  the  particular  notice  of  the  ferryman  who  set  her 
over  the  river,  Miss  McCrea  passed  from  Mrs.  Jones's  to  Mrs.  Camp- 
bell's, above  the  Fort,  in  which  a  small  body  of  American  troops  still 
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remained.  Her  tragic  end,  a  few  hours  afterwards,  as  she  was  being 
conducted  from  Mrs.  Campbell's  to  the  British  camp  by  a  party  of  In- 
dians, is  well  known.  Variously  as  the  story  has  been  told,  and  much 
as  the  truth  of  portions  of  it  have  been  called  in  question,  the  facts  that 
I  have  been  able  to  gather,  clearly  indicate  that  the  original  accounts 
of  this  transaction,  were  more  correct  than  most  of  those  that  have 
since  appeared. 

The  surrender  of  Burgoyne  so  dispirited  several  of  the  loyalists 
around  Fort  Edward  that  they  disposed  of  their  possessions  and  re- 
moved to  Canada.  A  number  of  these  accompanied  the  force  of  Carl- 
ton,  in  1780,  when,  October  10th  and  11th,  he  made  his  descent  upon 
and  captured  Fort  Ann  and  Fort  George.  Upor  the  intervening  night, 
occurred  "  The  Great  Burning,"  as  it  is  locally  de^gnated.  Parties, 
guided  by  these  tory  refugees,  who  were  well  acquainted  with  the 
neighborhood,  sallied  from  the  enemies  camp  and  fired  the  houses  and 
barns  of  every  whig  in  the  town  of  Kingsbury,  and  along  the  west  side 
of  the  Hudson,  as  far  down  as  Fort  Miller — the  inhabitants  getting 
the  alarm  merely  in  time  to  escape.  Upon  this  appalling  night,  CoL 
McCrea  was  absent,  upon  a  visit  to  Albany,  whither  he  had  taken  two 
of  his  three  children — their  mother  having  recently  died.  With  his 
buildings  in  ashes  and  his  cattle  slaughtered  in  their  yards,  he  was 
constrained  to  abandon  a  neighborhood  where  he  had  suffered  so  much, 
for  a  place  of  greater  security,  and  he  now  became  a  resident  of  Sa- 
lem, Washington  county.  He  was  here  immediately  appointed  Clerk 
of  the  County,  which  office  he  continued  to  hold  until  1797.  In  1806 
he  removed  hence  to  Lisbon,  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  where  he  died. 

Most  of  the  facts  in  the  preceding  statement,  when  not  otherwise 
indicated,  have  been  derived  from  the  verbal  recitals  of  a  black  woman 
named  Dinah,  who  died  in  Salem  a  few  years  since,  who  was  origin- 
ally a  slave  of  Lord  Stirling's,  afterwards  of  Judge  Duer's,  and  was  the 
property  of  Col.  McCrea  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  from  a 
letter  from  the  Hon.  James  McCrea  (son  of  Col.  John),  of  Ballston. 

I  forward  herewith,  a  few  pamphlets — and  when  my  Historical  and 
Agricultural  Survey  of  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  which  I  am  now 
engaged  in  completing,  is  through  the  press,  shall  with  pleasure  trans, 
mit  a  copy  to  the  Society. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

ASA  FITCH. 

Wm.  A.  Whitehead,  Esq.,  Cor.  Sec.  N.  J.  Hist,  Soc. 
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COPY  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  MAJOR  F.  BARBER, 
To  Rev.  James  Caldwell,  Chaplain,  &c. 
Received  from  Mr.  John  Rodgers  of  Burlington. 

Fort  Stanwix,  July  17,  1776. 

Dr.  Sir, 

The  joyful  news  of  Independence  being  declared,  reached  this 
fort  yesterday,  about  4  o'clock,  Pleasing  approbation  sat  on  every 
countenance ;  some  were  expressive  of  a  joy  not  to  be  contained. 
Col.  Dayton,  shortly  after,  ordered  the  soldiers  from  work,  that  they 
might  drink  success  to  the  Free  and  Independent  States  of  America. 
The  Declaration  of  Congress  was  read,  and  succeeded  by  the  fire  of 
three  cannons  from  the  fort,  three  huzzas,  and  this  sentence, — "  God 
bless  the  United  States  of  America." 

Three  barrels  of  grog  were  brought,  immediately  after  this,  into  the 
centre  (the  batl"  having  formed  a  circle  within  the  fort),  the  colonel  took 
the  cup  and  drank,  as  a  toast,  the  above  sentence,  which  instantly  pro- 
duced three  huzzas  ;  in  turn,  Col.  White  and  I  drank  our  separate  toasts, 
which  were  succeed  by  the  same  signals  of  approbation.  The  rest  of 
the  officers  drank  round  :  afterwards  the  battalion.  When  the  whole 
had  finished,  the  regt.  was  formed  into  a  square ;  the  preparation  for 
marching  slow  step  being  given,  this  sentence  was  proclaimed — "  God 
bless  the  United  States  of  America,"  and  three  huzzas  were  given. 
The  battalion  marched ;  they  halted  twice ;  the  sentence  was  twice 
repeated,  with  the  like  acclamations. 

I  am  this  moment  called  away  to  work  ;  I  intended  to  have  written 
more  particularly.  All's  well ;  the  alertness  and  activity  of  our  men 
at  their  work,  keeps  jEneas's  description  of  Dido's  rising  city  con- 
stantly in  my  mind. 

Give  my  best  respects  to  Mr.  Edwards, 

Yours  sincerely, 

F.  BARBER. 

P.S. — Mr.  Caldwell  will  excuse  my  being  in  too  much  haste,  only  to 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his  favor,  and  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall 
not  trouble  the  camp  with  licensed  sutlers — hope  you  will  remember 
[me]  particularly  to  the  General.  If  I  have  luck  in  getting  salmon  in 
two  or  three  days,  intend  to  come  to  you  in  a  boat  with  some.  Tell  Mr. 
Edwards  I  have  not  forgot  him,  although  he  seems  to  have  forgot  me. 
(Addressed)—"  The  Rev.  Mr.  Caldwell, 

Chaplain  of  Jersey  Troops, 

German  Flats. 
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EXTRACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM 
JOSEPH  SHIPPEN,  JUN.,  OF  PHILADELPHIA, 

TO   HIS  FATHER. 

WKITTEN  WHILE  PURSUING  HIS  STUDIES  AT  THE  COLLEGE  AT  NEWARK. 

Received  from  the  Hon.  J.  C.  G.  Kennedy,  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  the  Interior. 

Newark,  6th  July,  1752. 

Dr.  and  Hon"  Sir, 

*  *  *  The  best  piece  of  news  I  have  now  to  furnish  you  with, 
is  the  marriage  of  our  President ;  as  this  must  come  very  unexpected 
to  you,  I  shall  give  you  an  acco'  of  his  proceedings  as  brief  as  they  were 
themselves.  In  the  latter  end  of  May,  he  took  a  journey  into  N.  Eng- 
land, and  during  his  absence  he  made  a  visit  of  but  three  days  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Edward's  daughter,  at  Stockbridge,  in  which  short  time,  tho'he 
had  no  acquaintance  with  nor,  indeed,  even  seen  the  lady  these  six  years, 
I  suppose  he  accomplished  his  whole  design ;  for  it  was  not  above  a 
fortnight  after  his  return  here  before  he  sent  a  young  fellow  (who  came 
out  of  college  last  fall)  into  N.  Engl"  to  conduct  her  and  her  mother 
down  here. 

They  came  to  town  on  Saturday  evening,  the  27th  ulto.,  and  on  the 
Monday  evening  follow^  the  nuptial  ceremonies  were  celebrated  be- 
tween Mr.  Burr  and  the  young  lady.  As  I  have  yet  no  manner  of 
acquaintance  with  her,  I  cannot  describe  to  you  her  qualifications 
and  properties ;  however,  they  say  shfe  is  a  very  valuable  lady.  I 
think  her  a  person  of  great  beauty,  tho'  I  must  say  that,  in  my  opinion, 
she  is  rather  too  young  (being  21  years  of  age)  for  the  President. 

This  account  you  will  doubtless  communicate  to  mammy,  as  I  know 
she  has  Mr.  Furr's  happiness  much  at  heart. 

Sir,  your  very  dutiful  and  affectionate  son, 

J.  SHIPPEN,  Jun. 

A  week  later  (July  13th),  writing  to  a  young  companion,  he  says. 

Our  President  and  his  lady  seem  to  enjoy  with  one  another  the  great- 
est happiness  this  life  can  afford."  And  on  the  1st  August,  a  letter  to 
Mrs.  Shippen  (his  step-mother)  "  Mammy,"  as  he  calls  her,  contains 
the  following : — 

"I  can't  omit  acquainting  you  that  our  President  enjoys  all  the  hap- 
piness the  married  state  can  afford.  I  am  sure  when  he  was  in  the 
condition  of  celibacy,  the  pleasure  of  his  life  bore  no  comparison  to 
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that  he  now  possesses.  From  the  little  acquaintance  I  have  with  his 
lady,  I  think  her  a  woman  of  very  good  sense,  of  a  genteel  and  virtu- 
ous education,  amiable  in  her  person,  of  great  affability  and  agreeable- 
ness  in  conversation,  and  a  very  excellent  (Economist.  These  qualifi- 
cations may  help  you  to  form  some  idea  of  the  person  who  lives  in  the 
sincerest  mutual  affection  with  Mr.  Burr." 


MEMBERS  ELECTED. 

MAY  15th,  1851. 


RESIDENT  MEMBERS, 

David  Bishop,  Next)  Brunswick. 
Rev.  James  K.  Campbell,  North  Branch. 
Rev.  Robert  S.  Finley,  Metuchin. 
Thomas  A.  Hartwell,  Esq.,  Somerville. 
S.  Swan  Hartwell,  Esq.,  Somerville. 
Robert  J.  Livingston,  New  Brunswick. 
Rev.  George  J.  Van  Neste,  Round  Brook. 
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DONATIONS. 

ANNOUNCED  MAY   ISth,  1851. 


From  the  Hon.  James  G.  King : 

Congressional  Globe,  vol.  21,  part  I. 

President's  Message,  with  accompanying  documents,  1850-51. 
Finance  Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  1850-51. 
Report  of  Commissioner  of  Patents  on  Agriculture,  part  II,  1849. 
Report  of  Secretary  of  Treasury,  transmitting  a  Report  of  Register 

on  Commerce  and  Navigation,  1850. 
Extra  Globe,  containing  replies  of  J.  C.  Rives  to  attacks  by  Thos. 

Ritchie. 

Speech  of  W.  H.  Seward,  on  French  Spoliations. 
Speech  of  Mr.  Felch,  on  Public  Lands. 
Patent  Office  Report  (Mechanical),  1850. 

Report  of  Naval  Committee,  on  Mail  Steamships  to  the  Western 
Coast  of  Africa. 

Obituary  Addresses,  on  the  Death  of  President  Tayler,  with  Funeral 

Sermon,  by  the  Rev.  Smith  Pyne. 
Map  of  New  York  Harbor,  by  the  United  States  Coast  Survey, 

(Mounted). 

Letter  from  Secretary  of  Treasury,  transmitting  Report  of  Super- 
intendent  of  Coast  Survey. 
From  Samuel  H.  Pennington,  M.D.  : 

History  of  Salem,  New  Jersey,  by  Col.  C.  G.  Johnson. 
History  of  Rutland,  Mass.,  by  J.  Reed. 
New  Jersey  Register,  1837. 

Melville  Home,  on  Christian  Missions,  with  other  letters  on  the 

same  subject. 
Monthly  Advocate  of  Education,  by  E.  C.  Wines. 
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Lecture  of  B.  F.  Butler,  on  Diffusion  of  Knowledge. 

Lecture  of  E.  Y.  Higbee,  D.D.,  on  Relation  of  Revealed  Truth  to 

the  nature  of  Man. 
Lecture  on  American  History,  by  A.  Davis. 
Fifth  Annual  Report  of  Worcester  Insane  Asylum. 
Report  of  New  York  City  Inspector,  1843. 

Com.  Stockton's  Appeal,  in  relation  to  Contracts  between  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  and  the  United  Canal  and  Railroad  Companies. 

Address  of  Daniel  Ullman,  Esq.,  delivered  in  Broadway  Tabernacle, 
February  22nd,  1841. 

American  Scholar's  Magazine,  vol.  i,  No.  I. 

Sanitary  Survey  of  Massachusetts,  1849. 

Report  on  the  Medical  Literature  of  the  United  States,  read  before 
the  American  Medical  Association,  1850. 

The  Good  Republican  ;  a  Discourse  delivered  in  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church,  Newark,  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  1850,  by  the 
Rev.  J.  F.  Stearns,  D.D. 

Address  before  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County  of  New  York, 
by  J.  R.  Manly,  M.D.,  1836. 

Trial  of  Professor  Webster. 

Constitution  and  By-laws  and  Standing  Rules  of  the  Newark 

Young  Men's  Society,  &c.,  1833. 
America  and  Great  Britain  ;  Bishop  Doane's  Address  to  the  Students 

of  Burlington  College,  July  4th,  1849. 
The  Men  to  make  a  State ;  an  Address,  by  Bishop  Doane,  July  4th, 

1849. 

Several  Pamphlets  on  Education. 

Several  Pamphlets  of  Benevolent  Institutions. 

Catalogue  of  Princeton  Theological  Seminary,  1850-51. 

Catalogue  of  the  College  of  New  Jersey,  for  1846-47,  1849-50, 
and  1850-51. 

Sundry  Catalogues  of  Medical  and  other  Colleges. 
From  Mr.  Dean,  of  Blawenhurg,  N.  J.  : 

An  Inaugural  Oration  on  the  Progress  and  Importance  of  the 
Mathematical  Sciences,  delivered  by  Pro.  Walter  Minto,  LL.D., 
at  Princeton,  1778. 
From  the  New  Jersey  State  Librarian  : 

Gordon's  History  and  Gazetteer  of  New  Jersey. 
From  Asa  Fitch,  M.D.,  Salem,  K  Y. : 

The  American  Currant  Moth,  by  A.  Fitch,  M.D. 

Winter  Insects  of  Eastern  New  York,  by  A.  Fitcb,  M.D. 
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The  Hessian  Fly ;  its  History,  &c.,  by  A.  Fitch,  M.D. 

Proceedings  of  Washington  County  Bible  Society,  &c. 
From  Lieut.  M.  F.  Maury,  U.  S.  Navy  : 

Notice  to  Mariners,  by  Lieut.  Maury,  U.  S.  N.,  of  the  National 
Observatory,  Washington,  second  edition. 

Wind  and  Current  Charts  of  the  North  and  South  Atlantic. 
From  Adrien  ScJiarff,  Newark : 

A  Case  of  Coins,  containing — 

No.  1.  Yilveren  Ryder,  value  $1  26c. 

2.  Drie  Gulden  (Republic)  $1  20c. 

3.  Ryksdaalder  (Republic)  ^1. 

4.  Gulden  (Holland  upholding  Liberty)  40c. 

5.  Ryksdaalder  (French  King  Louis)  f  1  10c. 

6.  Halven  Gulden,  20c. 

7.  Kivart  Gulden,  10c. 

8.  DubCeltze,  4c. 

9.  Stuiver,  2c. 

10.  Scheepje's  Schelling,  12c. 

11.  Drie  Gulden  (WiUem  I.)  $1  20c. 

12.  Ryksdaalder  (Willem  II.)  $1. 

13.  Ditto,  ditto  $1. 

14.  Gulden  (20  Stuivers  or  100  Dutch  cents)  40c. 

15.  Halve  Gulden,  20c. 

16.  Kirart  Gulden,  10c. 

17.  Ditto,  (for  East  India  Colonies)  10c. 

18.  DubCeltze  (10  Dutch  cents)  4c. 

19.  Stuivertze  (5  Dutch  cents)  2c. 

20.  Kivart  Gulden  (Willem  II.)  10c. 

21.  Duiter  of  the  different  provinces. 

22.  Oost  Indishe  Companie  Duit. 

23.  Belgian  Cent. 

24.  EngHsh  Medal  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  1815. 

25.  Copper  Coin  (Millions  for  Defence,  not  one  cent  for  Tri- 

bute. 

26.  Copper  Coin  (Exchange  in  Wall  street,  N.  Y.,  built  1827, 

bum  1835.) 

27.  Canadian  Copper  Coin. 

28.  Medal,  struck  in  Europe  on  the  defeat  of  Rhode  Island, 

1775. 

From 

Message  of  Governor  of  N.  Jersey,  with  ftCCompaBying  Documents. 
23 
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From  Regents  of  University  of  State  of  New  York  : 

Annual  Report  of  Trustees  of  N.  Y.  State  Library,  made  Feb.  10th, 
1851. 

From  Rev.  D.  V.  McLean,  D.  D.  : 

Address  before  Alumni,  &c.,  of  Ohio  University,  by  Rev.  D.  V. 
McLean,  D.  D. 
From  Charles  T.  Jackson,  M.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. : 

Address  before  the  Plymouth  Agricultural  Society,  Sept.,  1850,  by 
O.  T.  Jackson,  M.  D. 
From  Arthur  B.  Noll,  New  Germxintown,  N.  J.  : 

Two  Nos.  of  the  New  Jersey  Journal,  1797  and  1803. 
From  A.  B.  Howell,  Trenton,  N.  J.  : 

A  short  account  of  the  Malignant  Fever,  lately  prevalent  in  Phila- 
delphia, &;c.,  1794,  by  Matthew  Carey,  4th  edition. 
From  C.  Dilts,  Hunterdon  County,  N.  J.  : 

Edwards'  Materials  toward  a  History  of  the  Baptists  in  New  Jersey. 
From  Theo.  Russell  Jencks,  Boston,  Mass.  : 

Report  of  Sanitary  Committee  of  Mass.,  1850. 
From  E.  B.  Campbell,  Cor.  Sec.  Ohio  Hist.  Society  : 

The  Cincinnati  Liberty  Hall  Gazette,  containing  Report  of  His- 
torical and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio  for  1850. 
From  Rev.  Ravaud  K.  Rodgers,  Boundbrook,  N.  J,  : 
A  Lower  Canada  Coin,  1837. 
A  Nova  Scotia  Half-Penny,  1852. 
Two  Connecticut  Copper  Coins. 
A  Copper  Coin  of  the  French  Republic. 
A  British  Half-Penny,  1806. 
A  French  Copper  Coin  (Ludov.  XV.),  1774. 
A  British  Half-Penny,  1732. 

Do.        do.  1831. 
A  Lower  Canada  Copper  Coin,  (un  sou). 
A  New  Jersey  Copper  Coin,  1787. 
From  A.  Banning  Norton,  Ohio  : 

11th  Annual  Report,  Ohio  Lunatic  Asylum,  1849. 
13th  and  14th  Annual  Reports,  Ohio-  Institution  for  Blind,  1849-50. 
24th  Annual  Report,  Ohio  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  1850. 
Annual  Report  of  Commissioners  of  Ohio  Canal  Fund,  1850. 
Annual  Report  of  Auditor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  1851. 
Catalogue  of  Ohio  State  Library,  1849. 

A  Lecture  on  the  present  relations  of  Free  Labor  to  Slave  Labor,  by 
D,  Christy,  1850. 
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Remarks  of  J.  H.  Geiger,  Esq.,  in  Ohio  Senate,  with  reply  of  Mr. 

Walker,  and  Mr.  Geiger's  rejoinder,  1851. 
Special  Report  of  Warden  of  Ohio  State  Prison,  1851. 
Annual  Report  of  Secretary  of  State  of  Ohio  on  the  condition  of 

Common  Schools. 
16th  Annual  Report  of  Directors  of  the  Young  Mens'  Mercantile 

Library  Association  of  Cincinnati,  1851. 
Abstract  of  Population  of  Ohio  for  1850. 
14th  Annual  Report  of  Board  of  Public  Works  of  Ohio  1850. 
Cincinnati  Liberty  Hall  Gazette,  containing  Report  of  Historical 

and  Philosophical  Society  of  Ohio  for  1850. 
From  the  Smithsonian  Institution  : 

Directions  for  Meteorological  Observations,  intended  for  first  class 

of  Observers. 

Pamphlet,  containing  Tables  8  and  9,  giving  the  correction  to  be 
applied  to  Barometers,  with  brass  scales,  <fec.,  &c. 

An  Engraving,  representing  the  building  of  the  Smithsonian  Institu- 
tion at  Washington. 

Two  Plates,  illustrating  the  nomenclature  of  Clouds. 
From  Hon.  Silas  Condit,  Newark  : 

A  Time  to  Die ;  a  Discourse  delivered  at  the  funeral  of  John  S.  Con- 
dit, M.  D.,  in  the  2nd  Presbyterian  Church,  by  J.  B.  Condit,  D.D. 

History  of  the  2d.  Pres.  Church  in  Newark,  N.  J. :  a  Discourse,  de- 
livered Jan.  5th,  1851,  by  J.  B.  Condit,  D.  D.,  Senior  Pastor,  &c. 
From  John  Smith,  No,  I  Commerce-st.,  Newark : 

The  Other  Side;  or  some  Reasons  against  removing  an  ancient 
Landmark,  by  a  Member  of  the  Newark  Presbytery. 

The  Right  Side ;  being  a  brief  review  of  the  Other  Side. 

The  Other  Side,  No.  II ;  or  the  Right  Side  shown  to  be  the  wrong 
one,  by  a  Member  of  the  Newark  Presbytery. 

The  Plain  Truth ;  being  a  correction  of  several  misstatements  made 
by  "  the  Other  Side"  respecting  the  Third  Presbyterian  Church, 
(Newark.) 
From  James  Ross,  Newark  : 

The  New  York  Magazine  (1792),  vol.  3. 

Report  of  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools  in  the  township  of 

Pequannock,  N.  J.,  1850, 
By-laws,  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  Essex  Co. 

Jail  (Newark.) 

Documents  relative  to  the  Electro-chronograph,  mvented  hy  John 
Locke,  M.  D. 
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RiElport  of  survey  of  proposed  extension  of  Morris  and  Essex  Rail- 
road from  Dover  to  Delaware  Water-Gap. 

A  Pennsylvania  ten  shillings  (paper). 

Catalogue  of  Bloomfield  Gymnasium. 
From  George  Ackerman,  Newark  : 

An  Introduction  to  the  History  of  the  Principle  Kingdoms  and 
States  of  Europe;  by  Samuel  Puffendorf,  Counsellor  of  State 
to  the  late  king  of  Sweden,  made  English  from  the  original 
High  Dutch.    London,  1719. 
from  Creo.  A,  Halsey,  Newark : 

Oath  of  ownership  of  boat,  made  by  David  Morehouse  of  Eliza- 
bethtown,  before  Hon.  P.  Schuyler,  Preset  of  His  Majesty's  Coun- 
cel  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  New  York,  and  Thos.  Byerly, 
Collector,  &e.,  of  the  port  of  New  York ;  signed  by  P.  Schuy- 
ler and  Thos.  Byerly,  Col,  and  certified  by  Thos.  Tell,  naval 
officer — gilt  frame. 
From  H.  A.  Buttolph,  M.D.,  Superintendent  of  N.  J.  Lunatic  Asylum  : 

Historical  and  discriptive  account  of  N.  J.  Lunatic  Asylum,  by  H. 
A.  Buttolph,  M.  D.,  Superintendent. 

By-laws  adopted  by  the  managers  of  N.  J.  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Annual  reports  of  the  same  for  1848-49-50. 
From  Joseph  B.  Jackson,  M.  D.,  Newark  : 

Sermon  and  Charges  delivered  at  the  Installation  of  Rev.  Geo.  L. 
Prentiss,  as  Associate  Pastor  of  the  2d.  Pres.  Church,  Newark, 
N.  J.,  Nov.  6th,  1850. 

History  of  2d.  Pres.  Church,  Newark,  N.  J. ;  a  Discourse  delivered 
Jan.  5th,  1851,  by  J.  B.  Condit,  D.  D.,  Senior  Pastor,  &c. 

The  obligations  of  American  patriotism ;  a  Discourse  delivered  in 
the  2d  Pres.  Church  Newark,  N.  J.,  on  the  occasion  of  the  An- 
nual Thanksgiving,  Dec.  12,  1850,  by  Geo.  L.  Prentiss,  Asso- 
ciato  Pastor,  &;c. 
From  Ahner  Campbell,  Newark  : 

Our  Country ;  its  security,  under  God,  in  Constitutional  Law ;  a 
Discourse  delivered  in  Park  Church,  Newark,  N.  J.,  Dec.  12, 
1850,  by  A.  D.  Eddy,  D.  D. 
From  W.  A,  Whitehead,  Newark : 

Map  and  Profile  of  New  Jersey  Railroad. 
From  Maryland  Historical  Society  : 

Memorials  of  Columbus ;  read  to  the  Maryland  Historical  Society, 
Robt.  Dodge.   April  3, 1851. 


SELECTIONS 

FROM  THE  CORRESPONDENCE  OF 

WILLIAM  ALEXANDER,  EARL  OF 
STIRLING, 

MAJOR-GENERAL  DURING  THE  REVOLUTION. 


***  The  originals  from]]which  the  following  letters  are  selected^  are 
in  the  possession  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society ;  the  copies 
having  been  made  and  presented  by  the  Hon.  William  A.  Dner. 
Further  portions  of  the  Correspondence  will  be  given  in  succeeding 
numbers  of  this  publication. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


REV.  RICHARD  PETERS*  TO  WILLIAM  ALEXANDER. 

Cranbury,  March  22d,  1754. 

Dear  Sir, 

*  *  *  *  I  am  on  my  road  to  Amboy,  and  should  have  sent  you 
by  express  the  letter  to  Colonel  Johnsonf  had  not  Mr.  Hicks  been  so 
kind  as  to  take  care  of  it.  It  is  wrote  by  the  Governor  to  that  gentle- 
man, on  the  plan  recommended  by  you.  The  Governor|  desires  you 
will  send  a  special  messenger  with  it,  or  hire  a  boat  on  purpose,  as  you 
shall  think  will  be  most  expeditious. 

The  Governor  has  not  received  an  answer ;  to  supply  which  defect^ 
be  pleased  to  desire  an  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  or 
an  answer,  if  he  pleases,  as  that  you  are  advised  will  be  the  most 
agreeable. — or  say  it  out  of  your  own  head. 

I  shall  see  your  father  to-morrow  and  talk  the  matter  over  with  him, 
and  see  to  do  the  best  I  can. 

Dr.  Douglass§  has  convinced  me  that  the  Connecticut  charter  is  in 

1662,  and  that  the  books  shewn  you  have  copied  from  one  another, 

the  first  having  made  the  mistake,  which  is  a  common  thing  among 

writers.  t  x 

________  I  am,  &c. 

*  The  Rev.  Richard  Peters,  Secretary  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  was  one  of  the 
delegates  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  Congress  held  at  Albany,  in  1754,  and  a  Commis- 
sioner to  treat  with  the  Indians  at  Fort  Stanwix,  in  1755.  Although  a  clergyman,  he 
not  only  held  these  secular  offices,  but  was  so  remarkable  for  his  hilarity  and  conver- 
sation, that  he  received  from  the  Indians  the  soubriquet  of"  the  Paroquet." 

t  Afterwards  Major  General  Sir  Wm.  Johnson,  Bart.,  the  able  and  efficient  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs ;  and  celebrated  for  his  influence  over  the  Indians  and  his 
victory  over  the  French  at  Lake  George.  He  was  created  a  Baronet,  and  rose  to  be 
a  Major-General  in  the  British  Army.  He  died  in  1774,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  sod. 
Sir  John,  who  acquired  a  difierent  kind  of  notoriety  in  the  American  Revolution. 

X  James  Hamilton,  Lieut.-Gov.  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  Author  of  "  A  Summary,  Historical  and  Political,  of  the  British  Settlements  in 
North  America"— published  in  1760. 
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THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

Amboy,  March  23d,  1754. 

Dbar  Sib, 

The  Governor  laid  his  commands  on  me  to  make  his  compli- 
ments to  you  and  Mr.  Livingston,*  and  express  his  concern  for  being 
80  much  indisposed  as  not  to  have  been  able  to  pay  you  the  civilities 
he  would  have  been  inclined  otherwise  to  have  done,  in  part  of  a  return 
for  numerous  obligations  he  is  under  to  Mr.  Alexanderf  and  his  family. 

The  subject  of  the  letter  Mr.  Hicks  gives  you  along  with  this,  you 
will  of  yourself  judge  to  be  of  a  private  nature  ;  nor  may  it  be  proper 
to  mention  at  whose  instance  the  express  is  sent  to  Colonel  Johnson. 
Perhaps,  if  a  boat  be  going,  and  any  one  in  it  by  whom  you  can  safely 
trust  the  expeditious  deUvery  of  the  letter,  it  may,  on  account  of  privacy, 
be  as  well ;  but  I  do  not  mention  this  to  save  expense,  because  I 
imagme  it  cannot  be  too  soon  delivered,  as  I  hear  the  New  England 
gentry  are  expected  to  go  to  Albany  as  soon  as  Armstrong  was  re- 
turned. 

Excuse  haste,  not  being  willing  to  detain  Mr.  Hicks. 

I  am,  <&;c. 


THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

Amboy,  March  1754. 

Dbar  Sib, 

I  fotgot  to  desire  you  would  be  pleased  to  engage  for  the  four 
Pennsylvania  Commissioners,  so^e  commodious  house  or  lodgings  at 
Albany ;  and,  as  I  suppose,  each  set  of  Commissioners  will  chuse  to 
keep  their  own  table,  I  should  be  glad  we  could  do  the  same.  The 
Governor  has  not  yet  appointed  them  ;  but  has  told  me  that  he  would 
appoint  Mr.  John  Penn  J  and  myself  of  the  Council,  and  Mr.  Morris  § 
and  Mr.  Franklin  ||  of  the  Assembly.    I  know  not  how  to  be  more 

*  Peter  Van  Brugh  Livingston,  a  brother  of  Robert  and  William,  and  brother-in-law 
of  William  Alexander, 
t  James  Alexander,  the  father  of  William. 
t  Son  of  one  of  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania. 

^  Robert  Hunter  Morris,  afterwards  Lieut.  Governor  of  Penn»ylvaaia,  from  0«t.  1754 
(0 1756. 

il  Afterwards  the  celebrated  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin. 
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particular,  aa  the  city  of  Albany  is  quite  unknoFu  to  me^  or  the  ooa- 
¥enienee8  to  be  had  there. 

A  line  from  you  with  respect  to  my  former  letters,  which  you  would 
find  on  your  return,  would  be  very  agreeable  to  the  Governor  and 
myself— together  with  any  further  news  on  that  most  subject. 

I  write  at  a  side  table  among  my  brethren  of  the  Council  Of  Pro- 
prietors, with  a  refuse  pen  and  common  paper,  which  please  to  excuse. 

I  am,  <Scc. 


THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

Philadelphia,  April  llth,  1754. 

Dear  Sik, 

I  have  shewed  your  favour  to  my  colleagues — who  join  with 
me  in  making  our  hearty  acknowledgments  for  bestirring  yourself  with 
so  much  zeal  for  our  accommodation  at  Albany. 

We  all  find  ourselves  obliged  to  Mr.  Stevenson  ;*  but  more  particu- 
larly it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  return  him  thanks  for  the  invitation 
intended  me  by  his  son.  Is  it  right  that  the  Commissioners  should 
disturb  the  repose  of  a  private  family  ?  Are  there  not  four  of  us  ? 
Will  not  these  be  too  many  ?  To  think  of  giving  so  much  trouble  puts 
me  under  a  good  deal  of  concern.  But  then,  shall  we  [do]  better  if  we 
decline  so  friendly  an  offer,  and  Mr.  Stevenson  take  it  amiss.  What 
right  have  we  to  put  him  to  pain  ?  In  short,  we  are  in  a  dilemma,  and 
you  must  answer  for  us.  We  cheerfully  embrace  the  invitation,  and 
desire  he  may  be  acquainted  with  this  in  that  genteel  manner  which 
distinguishes  your  way  of  speaking  for  your  friends. 

Are  we  not  to  have  a  boat  to  ourselves,  agreeable  to  what  you  was 
so  kind  as  to  write  in  a  former  letter  ?  And  have  you  engaged  one  for 
the  Pennsylvania  service  ?  Pray  do,  by  all  means,  and  you  will  much 
oblige  us. 

I  received  your  father's  and  your  letters  by  Mr.  Pownal,t  who  is 
truly  a  sensible  and  well  accomplished  gentleman,  and  may,  I  think, 

*  The  persons  here  referred  to  both  bore  the  christian  name  of  James— which  is  also 
borne  by  the  grandson  of  the  latter— late  Mayor  of  Albany. 

t  Governor  of  MassachuseUs  in  1757,  and  afterwards  a  member  of  the  British  House 
of  ConmoQB,  where  he  took  a  distioguished  part^in  favor  of  the  ooioniosi. 
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prove  very  serviceable  to  the  colonies,  by  setting  our  affairs  in  a  true 
light,  and  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  the  characters  of  the  people  in  the 
several  colonies,  I  have  not  been  much  with  him.  Plays,  electricity, 
and  assembly  have  hitherto  given  him  full  employ. 

I  have  given  Mt.  Franklin  one  of  the  printed  papers  Mr.  Alexander 
was  so  kind  as  to  enclose  to  me.  I  have  wrote  to  Mr.  John  Reading 
to  get  a  meeting  of  the  owners  of  lands  within  West  Jersey,  comprised 
in  the  old  Newark  bill,  that  we  may  employ  some  able  counsel,  and 
put  in  a  proper  answer.  If  Mr.  Alexander  has  any  thing  to  recom- 
mend to  me  to  say  at  this  meeting,  T  would  follow  his  intimations  and 
advice. 

Let  me  know  the  charges  of  the  express,  and  I  will  send  the  money. 
As  you  did  not  mention  the  £500  sterling  in  your  letter  by  Mr.  Pownal. 
I  take  it  there  was  none  to  be  bought  on  fit  terms,  so  gave  £170  here. 

Colonel  Johnson  compares  the  lambs  of  New  England  to  the  wisdom 
of  the  serpent,  and  the  lambs  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  innocence  of  the 
dove,  and  declares  for  the  last  very  handsomely. 

Who  is  to  be  upon  the  top  of  the  wheel  upon  the  demise  of  Mr.  Pel- 
ham  ?  The  things  that  are  seen  are  temporary ;  the  things  that  are 
eternal  are  not  seen  at  all.  Was  one  to  be  at  the  levee  of  a  dead 
Minister,  what  company,  think  you,  we  should  find  there  ?  What 
schemes  should  we  hear  broached?  The  successor  here,  however, 
would  say  "  What  foolish  and  absurd  questions  are  these — did  he  not 
die  Prime  Minister?  What  have  we  to  do  to  concern  ourselves  with 
what  he  is  doing  in  the  shades  ?"  And  so  the  scramble  for  power  will 
go  on  to  the  remotest  ages. 

Our  Assembly  have  not  done  any  thing  as  yet ;  but  I  hope  in  the 
approaching  session,  they  will  repair  all  past  faults. 

I  should  be  wanting  to  the  grateful  sentiments  of  my  mind  if  I  did 
not  express  the  highest  satisfaction  in  your  obliging  correspondence. 

I  am,  &c. 


THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

Philadelphia,  May  2Sd,  1754. 

Deab  Sir, 

Pray  be  not  angry  if  I  desh-e  you  will  buy  for  us  a  pipe  of  the 
oldest  and  best  Madeira  wine  to  be  got,  and  speak  to  your  cooper  to 
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bottle  it  off.  Likewise,  please  to  bespeak  a  barrel  of  good  cyder,  and 
two  barrels  of  small  beer.  We  shall  send  a  chest  of  lemons  round. 
How  shall  we  do  for  sheep,  &c.,  &c.?  But  pray,  as  you  have  got 
yourself  in  a  scrape,  let  me  know  what  the  other  boats  lay  in,  that  we 
may  not  be  behind  the  best  of  them ;  adding  to  it  what  we  can  get 
with  you,  and  what  we  must  bring  with  us.* 

We  propose  to  set  out  the  30th  instant.  Your  Governor,  we  hear, 
will  set  out  the  8th  of  June  ;  but,  if  otherwise,  let  us  know. 

I  hope  the  sloop  you  have  engaged  is  a  very  commodious  one,  and 
a  good-natured  steersman.  Pray,  does  he  find  bedding  and  tea-furni- 
ture? 

I  should  have  answered  that  part  of  your  father's  letter  wherein  he 
mentions  Mr.  Cluuse ;  but  as  we  shall  see  him  ourselves,  I  will  supply 
him  with  money  at  Albany.    I  am,  &c. 


WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  TO  JOHN  EWING,  Jun'r. 

New  York,  May  2d,  1755. 

Sir, 

I  shall,  by  Captain  Shirley,  who  sets  out  from  hence  to-morrow 
with  his  father,  send  you  copies  of  orders  and  instructions  of  Governor 
Shirleyf  to  yourself,  Lewis  Morris, J  and  me  jointly,  for  furnishing  the 
necessaries  for  the  expedition  which  is  to  be  carried  on  under  Governor 
Shirley's  immediate  command,  and  for  supplying  his,  and  Sir  William 
Peppereirs§  regiments  with  provisions.  Among  the  other  parts  thereof 
which  you  will^have  the  trouble  of  executing,  will  be  that  of  providing 
vessels  to  transport  Governor  Shirley's  regiment  hither  on  their  way  to 

*  It  would  seem  from  this  that  as  much  provision  and  preparation  were  in  those  days 
thought  necessary  for  a  voyage  to  Albany  as  is  now  required  for  one  to  the  West  Indies. 
But,  we  must  remember,  that  it  frequently  required  as  much  time  for  the  one  as  for  the 
other.  The  pipe  oi  wine,  &c.,  however,  must  have  been  intended  to  regale  the  delegates 
after  they  landed,  as  well  as  upon  both  passages. 

t  Governor  of  Massachusetts  from  1741  to  1749 ;  and  again  from  1753  to  1756,  during 
which  period  he' was  also  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  forces  in  America. 

t  Afterwards  a  delegate  from  New  York  to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  a  signer  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

^  A  native  of  Maine,  who  rose  to  be  a  Lieut.  General  in  the  British  army.  He  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  the  capture  of  Louisburg,  and  died  in  1759. 
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Albany*  though  the  easiest  and  most  certain  way  is  to  embaric  them  ai 
FroTidence.  The  bearer,  Captain  William  Richards^  has  applied  to 
me,  and  offers  to  contract  to  provide  vessels  to  carry  the  whole  regi> 
ment  from  Providence  to  Albany.  He  says  he  can  afford  to  do  it  on 
better  terms  than  anybody  else  can,  as  he  has  proper  vessels  and  pilots ; 
he  waits  on  you  with  this  for  that  purpose.  I  can  recommend  him  to 
you  as  an  honest  man,  and  one  who  will  well  execute  what  he  under- 
takes. If  it  be  necessary  that  the  regiment  have  their  provisions  on 
their  passage,  from  hence,  please  to  let  me  know  it,  and  I  wiU  take 
care  to  have  them  in  time  at  Providence.  I  am,  dec. 


THE  SAME  TO  JOHN  BRA.DSTREET.* 

New  York,  May  5th,  1755. 

Sib, 

Mr.  John  Ewing,  Mr.  Lewis  Morris  and  myself  being  directed 
to  supply  sundry  necessaries  for  the  defence  of  the  Fort  at  Oswego, 
and  also  rigging  sails  and  other  necessaries  for  a  Schooner-boats  to  be 
built  there,  I  have  accordingly  shipped  the  same  on  board  of  the  Sloop 

 ,  Tenbroeck,  Master,  to  be  delivered  at  Albany,  as  per  the 

inclosed  receipt,  and  list  of  particulars.  We  also  now  send  by  said 
Tenbroeck,  eight  ship-carpenters,  three  sawyers,  one  wheelwright,  and 
two  blacksmiths,  with  their  tools.  I  must  request  the  favour  of  you 
to  take  the  above  tradesmen,  and  the  articles  aforesaid,  into  your 
charge  at  Albany,  and  provide  open  carriages  and  batteaux  for  trans- 
porting them  to  Oswego ;  and  furnish  them  with  necessary  provisions, 
of  which,  be  pleased  to  keep  a  separate  account ;  the  amount  of  which 
we  will  reimburse  you.  You  will  employ  such,  and  so  many  of  the 
ship'Carpenters  and  sawyers  that  now  go,  on  the  building  of  the 
Schooner-boats  as  you  shall  think  proper ;  the  rest  to  be  placed  to 
keep  at  providing  proper  timber  for  two  vessels  of  —  feet  keel,  eigh- 
teen and  a  half  feet  beam,  and  six  and  a  half  in  the  hold,  and  the  saw- 
yers at  sawing  proper  plank  for  that  purpose.  As  to  the  wheelwright, 
the  first  work  he  goes  at,  should  be  to  make  one, — or,  if  you  think 
need  be  two,  large  timber  wheel  carriages  for  bringing  the  large  tim- 


*  A&erwarda  Lieut.  Governor  of  Newfoundland,  and  a  Major  General.  He  took 
Oiwego  and  Frontinac,  and  died  in  1774. 


ber  out  of  the  woods.  The  wheels  of  these  carriages  are  generally 
about  seven  feet  in  diameter,  and  the  felloes  at  least  seven  inches.  For 
this  pfcirpose  I  have  two  setts  of  screws  and  bands,  and  two  setts  of 
seasoned  spokes.  When  that  is  done,  he  should  get  at  making  0eld; 
carriages  for  five  cannon — 12  pounders,  and  one  eighteen  pounder. 
The  dimensions  of  the  cannon  he  has>  and  I  shall  be  glad  that  you 
assist  him  with  your  directions  as  to  the  form  of  these  carriages.  As 
there  will  be  a  number  of  wheel,  and  hand-barrows  wanting,  he,  and 
as  many  others  as  possible,  should  be  employed  at  that  work.  The 
two  blacksmiths  you  will  employ  at  such  work  as  you  think  first 
necessary ;  in  this,  and,  indeed,  in  all  the  rest,  your  own  good  judg- 
ment must  be  depended  upon.  The  sawyers  will  want  pitmen,  which, 
be  pleased  to  provide  them  out  of  the  garrison,  and,  if  possible,  let  the 
same  pitmen  work  with  the  same  sawyer.  I,  every  moment,  expect 
three  more  sawyers  from  Philadelphia,  whom  I  shall  send  immediately 
to  you.  There  will  doubtless  be  many  other  artificers  in  your  garri- 
son ;  all,  who  can  be  useful  in  forwarding  the  aforesaid  works,  I  shall 
be  glad  you  would  employ.  Governor  Shirley  has,  I  believe,  informed 
you  that  they  are  to  be  allowed  sixpence  sterling  extraordinary  for  that 
service.  If  that  encouragement  is  not  sufficient  to  engage  them,  you 
may  allow  them  one  shilling  currency  per  day  more. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  remind  you  that  if  you  should  be  retarded  any 
time  at  Schenectady,  it  will  be  best  to  employ  the  carpenters  during 
your  stay  there,  in  forwarding  the  building  of  the  batteaux  necessary 
to  carry  the  detachment  up.  I  have  directions  from  Governor  Shirley 
to  erect  a  strong  storehouse  on  the  great  carrying  place  from  Mohawks' 
river  to  Wood  creek.  I  should  be  glad  when  you  come  there  you 
would  mark  out  the  place  you  think  most  convenient  for  that' purpose, 
and  let  me  have  your  thoughts  on  that,  or  any  thing  else  for  the  good 
of  the  service.  You  may  direct  your  despatches  to  me  at  Schenectady, 
where  I  shall  meet  them  soon.  But  if  you  find  it  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  security  of  your  men  and  stores  there,  to  inclose  any  ground 
with  intrenchments  or  stockadoes,  you  may  do  it,  allovnng  the  men 
employed  in  that  service,  sixpence  per  day ;  for  which,  and  any  other 
extraordinary  charges  accruing  on  any  service  hereinmentioried,  you 
may  draw  on  me,  and  your  bills  shall  be  honoured. 

As  I  have  not  been  able  to  pi^ocure  a  surgeon  to  attend  the  garrison 
of  Oswego,  I  must  beg  of  you  to  find  out  at  Albany,  the  person  that  Dr. 
Shucksburgh  left  there  as  his  mate,  and  agree  with  him,  or  any  o&er^ 
to  go  with  you,  on  the  best  terms  you  can. 

I  an);  ^c. 
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THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

New  York,  May  lih^  1755. 

Sir, 

*  *  *  *  The  bearer  is  Elisha  Tudor,  a  young  surgeon,  who  is 
going  to  Albany,  and  is  willing  to  go  with  you  to  Oswego.  If  you 
have  not  already  engaged,  or  are  not  likely  to  engage  the  person  left 
in  Shuckburg's  room  at  Albany,  you  will  agree  with  this  gentleman  on 
the  best  terms  you  can,  and  the  engagements  you  make  on  this  score 
shall  be  paid  by  me.  I  am,  &;c. 


THE  SAME  TO  ROBERT  DINWIDDIE  * 

New  York,  May  IQth,  1755. 

Sib, 

On  my  return  to  this  place  from  Virginia,  I  acquainted  the 
Governor,  Council,  and  Assembly  of  New  Jersey,  that  yonr  Excel- 
lency  had  been  so  kind  as  to  spare  the  five  hundred  arms,  &c.,  for  their 
forces,  on  the  conditions  mentioned  in  the  memorandum  I  left  with 
you  ;  on  which  they  immediately  ordered  their  Commissioner  to  pay 
me  the  amount  of  them,  and  the  necessary  charges  for  replacing  a  like 
number  at  Williamsburgh.  Your  Excellency  will  therefore  be  pleased 
to  order  how  I  shall  dispose  of  the  money  when  it  comes  to  my  hands, — 
whether  it  shall  be  sent  to  you  in  specie,  or  bills  of  exchange, — whether 
it  shall  be  remitted  to  your  agents  in  London  to  send  out  the  arms,  or 
whether  I  shall  direct  a  like  number  of  arms  of  the  same  quality  to  be 
sent  from  London  to  Williamsburgh ; — whatever  you  direct  shall  be 
punctually  obeyed. 

As  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  arrival  here  of  the  naval  stores  which 
Commodore  Keppelf  was  to  send  for  one  of  the  vessels  to  be  built  on 
Lake  Ontario,  I  suppose  they  and  the  arms  will  come  together. 

I  am,  &c. 

*  Governor  of  Virginia  from  1752  to  1757. 

t  Afterwards  Admiral  Lord  Eeppel,  and  First  Lord  of  the  Admiraltf. 
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THE  SAME  TO  WILLIAM  SHIRLEY.* 

New  York,  May  lOth,  1755. 

Sir, 

In  obedience  to  your  Excellency's  commands,  I  shall  take 
every  opportunity  of  writing  to  you. 

Captain  Bradstreet  with  the  two  companies  under  his  command, 
embarked  last  Tuesday  morning,  and  sailed  on  Wednesday.  The 
wind  he  had  must  have  carried  him  to  Albany  before  Thursday  night.  I 
am  afraid  he  will  be  kept  there  some  time  for  want  of  batteaux.  He 
has  with  him  everything  you  ordered  me  to  supply  him  with. 

I  have  also  sent  with  him  eight  ship  carpenters,  four  sawyers,  one 
wheelwright,  and  two  blacksmiths,  and  shall  this  afternoon  send  up 
six  sawyers  more ;  so  that  I  am  in  hopes  materials  sufficient  will  be 
ready  at  Oswego,  when  the  master  builder,  and  other  carpenters  from 
Boston,  arrive  there,  to  enable  them  to  go  immediately  to  work  on  the 
vessels. 

One  vessel  arrived  here  yesterday  from  Philadelphia  with  provisions, 
(in  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  ten  thousand  pounds),  which  I  have  sent 
up  to  Albany  consigned  to  Moses  Emerson,  and  in  his  absence  to 
Robert  Saunders,  agreeably  to  the  directions  sent  by  the  committee  at 
Boston  to  that  at  Philadelphia. 

The  articles  to  be  provided  here  for  the  Niagara  expedition  are  in 
great  forwardness ;  and  I  hope  to  have  them  all  at  Schenectady  in  less 
than  a  fortnight. 

On  Wednesday  last,  I  waited  on  Governor  De  Lanceyf  for  his  leave 
to  try  the  six  brass  cannon  you  ordered  us  to  get  proved,  when  he  told 
me  that  the  Council  had  agreed  to  spare  only  four  twelve  pounders. 
I  told  him  I  believed  you  had  depended  upon  having  six  at  least,  and 
that  in  viewing  the  cannon,  I  had  found  one  brass  eighteen  pounder 
that  weighs  but  25  hundred  pounds  nett,  and  begged  at  least  to  have 
that  added  to  the  four  twelve  pounders.  He  said  he  could  not  consent 
to  part  with  any  eighteen  pounders  as  they  wanted  them  for  the  defence 
of  this  place.    I  told  him  if  that  were  the  only  objection,  it  could  be 


*  Upon  the  death  of  General  Braddock,  the  chief  command  of  the  forces  in  America 
devolved  on  Governor  Shirley, as  the  Senior  Major  General  and  Colonel  in  the  Provinces; 
and  it  was  confirmed  to  him  afterwards  by  a  Commission  from  the  Crown,  dated  August 
23d,  1755.  He  continued  in  the  chief  command  until  the  25th  of  June,  1756— when  he 
was  relieved  at  Albany  by  General  Abercrombie,  who  continued  Commander-in-Chief 
only  until  the  arrival  of  Lord  Loudoun  at  New  York,  about  a  month  afterwards. 

t  James  DeLancey,  Lieut.  Governor  of  New  York,  from  1755  to  1757— of  which 
Provioce  he  was  a  native. 
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got  over  by  your  replacing  it  with  a  twenty-four  pounder ;  and  then 
proposed  to  him  that  I  should  have  his  leave  to  try  all  the  brass  cannon 
that  are  light  enough  for  your  purpose,  and  that  you  might  hereafter 
settle  the  number  that  are  to  go ;  to  which  he  consented,  and  I  have 
dnce  picked  out  seven, — six  of  them  twelve  pounders,  and  one  eigh- 
teen pounder,  which  are  to  be  tried  this  afternoon  ;  and  I  believe  if 
yotu-  Excellency  sends  two  or  three  twenty-four  pounders  from  Castle 
William  to  be  left  here,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  those 
siBven ;  indeed  there  will  be  no  room  for  objections  left. 

The  eight  hundred  men  of  this  Province,  I  believe,  will  be  raised  in 
time.  The  command  of  them  is  not  yet  fixed.  One  hundred  and 
fifty  batteaux  are  ordered  to  be  built  for  their  use ;  but  there  is  not 
yet  one  building  for  the  forces  of  your  government.  New  Hampshire, 
Rhode  Island,  or  Connecticut.  If  they  are  to  be  built,  it  is  high  time 
orders  should  be  given  for  that  purpose  :  Nor  is  there  any  one  thing 
preparing  here  for  the  Crown-point  expedition,  beyond  the  fitting  out 
of  the  eight  hundred  men. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  of  the  things  Commodore  Keppel  was  to  send. 

I  shall  inclose  the  minutes  of  the  Assembly  here,  which  your  Excel- 
lency desired  me  to  get  for  you.  Also,  a  copy  of  the  list  and  estimates 
of  the  provisions,  clothing,  &;c.,  of  the  Jersey  forces,  by  which  you 
will  see  what  they  are  provided  with.  The  provisions  which  we  pur- 
chased here  for  your  and  Sir  William  Pepperell's  regiments,  are 
bread,  pork,  beef,  and  peas,  and  some  rum.  If  there  should  be  any 
articles  necessary,  we  should  be  glad  to  have  directions  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I  intend  to  set  out  for  Albany  to-morrow,  and  shall  put  everything 
there  as  forward  as  possible.    I  am,  &c. 


WILLIAM  ALEXANDER  TO  THE  SAME. 

Albany,  May  \Sihy  1755. 

Sib, 

I  bad  the  honour  of  writing  your  Excellency  the  10th  instant 
from  New  York.  I  set  out  from  thence  the  i^2th,  and  came  here  yes- 
terday ©veniBg.  I  find  that  Captain  King,  with  his  company,  left 
Sdieneetiuly  hst  Tuesday,  and  Captain  Bradstreet  THth  his^  on  Hiiirs- 
day. 
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There  have  been  several  French  Indians  in  this  town  lately,  par- 
ticularly one  Tom  Wildman,  who,  as  he  speaks  both  Dutch  and  Eng- 
Ksh  is  very  fit  to  get  intelligence,  and  on  Captain  Bradstreet's  arrival 
went  away  in  haste  last  Sunday  morning.  More  are  expected  here, 
to -day  or  to-morrow 

It  is  said  that  the  garrison  at  Crown-point  is  four  hundred  men  ; 
and  that  the  French  in  Canada  have  no  apprehension  of  any  attack 
from  the  English  this  summer.  But  of  these  matters,  I  suppose  Colonel 
Johnson  gives  your  Excellency  a  more  particular  account,  by  this 
conveyance,  than  can  be  collected  in  this  town,  as  I  hear  there  is  a 
French  gentleman  just  arrived  at  his  house  from  Montreal. 

The  people  of  Burnetsfield,  whom  I  engaged  to  go  and  clear  the 
upper  part  of  the  Mohawk  river  and  Wood  creek,  are,  I  hear,  already 
at  work.  Wood  creek  is  what  most  wants  mending,  and  as  it  is  a 
narrow,  winding  creek  with  great  numbers  of  large  trees  hanging  over 
it,  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  few  Indians  to  fell  as  many  trees  into  it,  in 
two  or  three  days,  as  would  require  a  month  to  clear  out  again  ;  where- 
fore I  believe  it  would  be  of  great  use  that  one  company  of  Pepperell's 
regiment  encamp  at  the  further  end  of  the  great  carrying  place; 
and  it  would  be  still  better  if  a  company  be  encamped  at  each  end; 
it  would  not  only  secure  the  Wood  creek  and  carrying  place,  but, 
as  they  might  guard  the  batteaux  at  each  end,  it  would  save  the 
trouble  and  expense  of  transporting  a  great  number  of  batteaux 
over ;  besides,  some  of  those  men  might  be  employed  in  making  tjie 
road  over,  and  the  passage  down  Wood  creek  still  better.  It  will  also 
render  it  much  more  safe  for  the  troops  to  go  to  Oswego  in  small  par- 
ties, which  I  must  beg  leave  to  advise,  for  besides  the  many  incon- 
veniences that  will  attend  their  going  in  large  bodies,  and  losing  time 
in  passing  the  carrying  places,  a  great  deal  more  time  will  be  saved  if 
they  immediately  begin  to  march  off  in  companies,  as  they  can  get 
ready — at  a  distance  of  a  day  or  two  from  each  other.  If  your  Excel- 
lency approves  of  this,  it  will  be  proper  that  Colonel  Mercer  has  your 
orders  to  begin  to  send  up  the  men  of  Sir  William  Pepperell's  regiment 
in  tiiat  manner,  as  soon  aa  possible,  anxi  that  they  take  a  proportion  of 
provision,  and  such  other  things  as  from  time  to  time  may  be  ready  to 
go  under  their  protection. 

I  find  it  absolutely  necessary  to  have  two,  or  at  least  one  man  in  a 
batteau,  that  understands  the  management  of  them.  Captains  King  and 
Bradstreet  are  both  provided  in  that  manner,  and  there  are  very  few 
now  left,  either  here  or  at  Schenectady  who  are  fit  for  the  purpose ;  so 
that  it  will  be  impossible  to  get  enough  of  these  people  if  the  troops  go 
25 
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altogether  ;  but  if  they  go  in  parties,  the  same  persons  may  return  and 
go  two  or  three  trips. 

In  my  letter  of  the  10th,  I  mentioned  to  your  Excellency  that  I  had 
picked  out  seven  pieces  of  brass  cannon,  which  Governor  Delancey 
had  given  me  leave  to  try.  They  were  tried  that  afternoon,  and  stood 
the  proof  extremely  well.  I  should  be  very  glad  if  your  Excellency 
could  prevail  on  Governor  Delancey  to  let  you  have  all  seven,  and  that 
we  could  have  his  leave  to  send  them  up  here  directly,  for  I  would 
willingly  have  every  thing  ready  at  Schenectady  to  embark  when  you 
arrive  there. 

I  have  not  yet  seen  Colonel  Johnson  ;  but  it  appears  to  me  absolutely 
necessary  to  build  two  or  three  strong  storehouses  between  this  and 
the  great  carrying  place  to  Crown-point  before  the  provisions  and 
stores  are  sent  up.  I  can't  help  acquainting  your  Excellency  that  I 
think  it  will  be  very  proper  that  such  of  the  forces  designed  for  the 
enterprise  against  Crown-point,  as  are  ready,  do,  as  soon  as  possible, 
march  to  cover  the  execution  of  that  work.  What  renders  their  com- 
ing here  soon  the  more  necessary  is,  that  by  some  unaccountable  panic 
got  into  the  people  to  the  northward  of  this  town,  they  have  all  left 
the  plantations  on  that  side  to  within  three  or  four  miles  of  the  town, 
and  there  is  no  getting  any  body  to  do  any  thing  that  way  but  under 
strong  guards.  I  am,  &;c. 


THE  SAME  TO  CAPT.  JOHN  BRADSTREET. 

Albany,  May  26/ A,  1755, 

The  foregoing  is  a  copy  of  what  I  wrote  by  the  five  batteaux 
that  set  out  from  Schenectady  the  21st  instant.  This  I  expect  you 
"Will  receive  with  twelve  or  fourteen  batteaux  more,  which  I  desired 
Messrs.  Van  Eps  and  Visscher  at  Schenectady  to  send  with  provisions 
to  you  for  the  use  of  the  two  American  regiments,  as  soon  as  they 
procure  steersmen  sufficient. 

Herewith  I  send  a  bundle  of  garden  seeds,  and  have  desired  Mr. 
Petrie  of  Bumetsfield  to  send  you  a  quantity  of  turnip  seed.  I  need 
not  rtquest  you  as  a  favour  to  order  them  to  be  immediately  sowed 
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and  planted, — the  produce  being  agreeable  to  jour  friends,  I  know  will 
be  a  sufficient  inducement. 

I  have  also  desired  Mr.  Petrie  to  send  you  six  or  eight  good  strong 
working  horses,  which  you  will  order  to  be  employed  in  drawing  tim- 
ber ;  and  I  have  contracted  for  a  number  of  working  oxen  in  New 
England  to  be  sent  to  Oswego  ;  I  expect  them  here  soon. 

Sir  WilHam  Pepperell  I  hear  is  at  New  York.  The  Captains  and 
Lieutenants  for  the  two  Schooners  to  be  built  at  Oswego  are  there 
also ; — the  latter,  I  expect,  will  be  with  you  soon.  I  shall  start  for 
New  York  to-morrow — where  I  expect  to  see  Governor  Shirley  soon, 
and  I  don't  suppose  it  will  be  long  after  that,  when  we  shall  begin  our 
march  to  Oswego.    With  my  compliments  to  Captain  King, 

I  am,  &c. 


THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

Albany,  May  2Qth,  1755. 

Sib, 

Since  writing  the  letter  herewith  of  yesterday,  Joseph  Glidden, 
master  builder,  and  five  more  ship -carpenters,  arrived  here  from  Bos- 
ton. They  Rave  Governor  Shirley's  instructions  as  to  the  size  and 
shape  of  the  vessels.  Your  assistance  will  be  much  wanted  in  pro- 
viding the  necessary  timber,  and  I  am  sure,  you  will  do  all  in  your 
power  to  forward  the  work.  There  are,  no  doubt,  among  the  men 
under  your  command,  many  who  can  serve  for  borers,  rough-heweiS, 
&;c.    As  many  as  possible  if  these  should  be  employed. 

I  just  now  hear  that  a  Ship  has  arrived  at  New  York  in  twenty- 
eight  days  from  London  ;  and  that  there  is  no  likelihood  of  an  accom- 
modation about  American  affairs  yet. 

Courtlandt  Schuyler  has  this  morning  received  an  Ensign's  com- 
mission in  your  regiment.  I  am,  6lc. 
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THE  SAME  TO  WILLIAM  SHIRLEY. 

Albany,  May  27tA,  1765. 

Your  Fxcelleiicy*s  letter  of  the  20th  by  Joseph  Glidden  I  re- 
ceived yesterday  afternoon.  He  and  the  other  five  ship  carpenters  set 
out  this  morning  for  Schenectady,  where  they  are  to  embark  to-morrow 
morning  for  Oswego,  in  company  with  twelve  batteaux  which  I  send 
there  with  provisions.  Each  of  these  batteaux  have  two  men  in  them, 
who  in  general  are  provided  with  firearms.  This  is  all  the  guard  it  is 
possible  to  get  for  the  carpenters, — for  there  are  no  troops  left  here — 
and  I  am  in  hopes  it  will  be  sufficient,  for  the  people  of  this  country 
are  daily  passing  between  this  and  Oswego,  without  any  apprehension 
of  danger  that  way. 

The  stores  sent  by  Commodore  KeppeL,  and  most  of  the  other 
necessaries  for  the  two  vessels  are  already  in  proper  storehouses  at 
Schenectady;  also  the  greater  part  of  the  provisions  which  your 
Excellency  ordered  to  be  provided  for  your  own  and  Sir  William's 
regiments;  and  stores  are  there  provided  to  receive  all  the  other 
necessaries  which  shall  be  sent  there  as  fast  as  they  arrive  here. 

I  have  viewed  all  the  grounds  about  Schenectady  fit  for  encamp- 
ments, and  three  places  which  I  think  most  convenient  I  shall  have 
plans  of  ready  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  at  New  York  :  Colonel 
Glese's  house,  which  is  the  most  convenient  about  Schenectady,  will 
be  proposed  for  your  Excellency's  own  quarters.  I  have  also  engaged 
for  you  a  convenient  house  in  this  town.  A  number  of  people  are  at 
work  in  Wood  creek,  and  on  the  carrying  place  to  mend  the  passage 
there,  which  was  the  most  needful,  to  Oswego.  Others  are  employed 
in  making  passages  in  the  most  shallow  rifts  in  the  Mohawk  river.  I 
have  directed  two  storehouses  to  be  built, — one  on  each  end  of  the 
carrying  place — of  strong  logs  covered  and  floored  with  bark,  thirty, 
five  feet  long,  and  twenty  feet  broad.  These  will  be  sufficient  and  the 
cost  of  them  triffing ;  but  it  will  be  of  great  use  that  some  men  encamp 
at  each  of  these  houses,  until  all  the  stores  are  carried  over. 

The  batteaux  are  in  great  forwardness  ;  the  whole  number  of  them 
that  your  Excellency  ordered  will  be  ready  at  Scenectady  within 
twenty  days  from  this  time ;  and  everything  else  which  you  hare 
ordered,  I  think  may  be  there  befote  that  time,  and  I  must  take  the 
liberty  of  saying  that  I  heartily  wish  your  Excellency  with  the  troops 
could  be  there  about  that  time,  as  many  things  make  it  necessary  that 
no  time  should  be  lost.    The  water  in  the  Mohawk  river  and  Wood 
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ereek  grows  shallow  about  the  middle  and  latter  end  of  the  sunomer, 
which  makes  the  passage  tedious. 

Tho  French  in  Canada  are  not  in  the  least  apprized  or  apprehen- 
sive of  any  attack  from  the  English,  but  on  the  Ohio,  and  to  the  East- 
ward. The  troops  going  to  Oswego  is  looked  upon  only  as  a  reln^ 
forcement  of  that  garrison ;  and  Colonel  Johnson's  enterprize  will  be 
looked  upon  only  as  a  design  of  building  a  strong  fort  on  the  carrying 
place, — a  report  of  which  they  have  had  for  some  time.  'The  Governor 
of  Canada  has  acquainted  the  Caghnawagas,  that  he  has  nothing 
against  it,  if  they  do  not  come  over  the  middle  of  the  carrying  place ; 
so  far  he  allows  the  English  to  have  right,  but  if  they  do,  he  is  deter- 
mined to  oppose  with  force.  This  is  what  all  the  Caghnawagas  lately 
here,  and  the  French  gentleman  mentioned  in  my  last,  agree  in. 

I  have  obtained  an  actual  survey  of  Oswego  and  the  fort  there ; 
also  an  actual  survey  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  way  between  that 
place  and  this,  the  maps  and  plans  of  which  I  shall  have  ready  at  New 
York.  Several  of  the  principal  India  traders  have  promised  me  thi^t 
if  your  Excellency  chooses  it  they  will  attend  you  to  Oswego,  or 
wherever  else  you  please  ; — some  of  Ihem  may  be  of  great  use. 

There  are  no  sailors  to  be  had  here,  and  I  believe  but  few  at  New 
York.  If  you  can  get  about  twenty  good  ones  at  Boston,  we  may  I  be- 
lieve make  up  the  remainder  at  about  fifty  shillings  sterling  per  month. 

By  a  sloop  just  arrived  from  New  York  I  have  an  account  of  tho 
arrival  of  a  vessel  there  in  twenty-eight  days  from  London,  which 
lyings  advice  that  war  is  speedily  expected. 

If  the  wind  be  fair  I  shall  set  out  for  New  York  this  afternoon. 

I  am,  <Spc. 


THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

Nbw  Yore,  June  6th,  1755. 

Sib, 

The  last  letter  I  wrote  to  your  Excellency  was  of  the  27th  of 
May  from  Albany.  That  day  I  left  Albany,  and  came  hero  last 
Friday.  Since  that  time  I  have  been  employed  in  despatching  from 
hence  the  stores  and  provisions  for  the  Niagara  expedition.  I  hope 
th€t  Hfhole  of  those  will  bo  fmm  henco  by  the  end  of  this  weak 


194 


Yesterday  I  received  the  duplicate  of  your  Excellency's  favour  of 
the  24th  of  May,  with  the  addition  thereto,  and  copy  of  your  letter  to 
Governor  Delancey.  It  is  likely  the  original  of  the  latter  will  not  be 
produced  to  the  Council  or  to  the  world  here,  and  that  some  kind  of 
excuse  will  be  made  to  your  Excellency  for  Oliver's  assertions  in  the 
presence  of  Mr.  Fitch — wherefore,  I  shall  not  let  them  know  that  I 
have  a  copy  of  that  letter,  till  it  is  probable  they  have  wrote  you  in 
answer  thereto ;  for  Oliver  has  often  since  his  return  from  Connecticut, 
made  the  same  assertions  here,  with  other  things  unbecoming  him ; 
and  I  doubt  not  but  by  his  answer  he  will  bring  some  contradiction  on 
himself.  In  the  meantime  the  matter  shall  be  truly  represented  to  the 
proper  persons  here. 

In  my  last  letter,  I  acquainted  your  Excellency  that  I  had  directed 
two  storehouses  to  be  built  on  the  carrying  place  ;  but  on  talking  to 
Colonel  Johnson  about  it,  he  told  me  he  thought  it  would  displease 
the  Indians  to  do  it  without  their  consent,  and  promised  me  that  he 
would  use  his  endeavours  to  obtain  that  at  the  meeting  of  the  six 
nations  at  his  house,  which  is  to  be  about  this  time ;  wherefore  I  di- 
rected the  matter  to  be  suspended  till  then,  and  shall  now  write  to 
Colonel  Johnson  that  it  may  go  on. 

We  are  now  fitting  out  with  provisions  and  necessaries,  the  two  hun- 
dred men  for  Sir  William  Pepperell's  regiment,  which  your  Excellency 
has  ordered  to  encamp  on  the  carrying  place ;  which  shall  all  be  ready 
to-morrow.  But  I  do  not  expect  they  will  move  from  hence  till  Mon- 
day or  Tuesday  next,  as  some  of  the  officers  for  that  service  are  still 
out  recruiting.  By  Saturday,  I  hope  to  dispatch  Captains  Broadley 
and  Laforey,  with,  all  the  remainder  of  the  stores  for  the  vessels,  and 
that  they  will  be  so  forward  as  to  be  at  Schenectady  ready  to  embark 
when  the  two  hundred  men  are  there.    I  am,  &c. 


THE  SAME  TO  THE  SAME. 

New  York,  June  9th,  1755. 

Sir, 

The  foregoing  is  a  copy  of  my  last,  which  went  by  Captain 
Owen  [via  Rhode  Island)  who  is  going  by  order  of  Commodore 
Keppel  to  Funda  bay,  to  take  command  of  the  Vulture  Sloop.  The 
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vacancy  thereby  made  of  the  Oswego  and  Ontario  is  filled  by  Captain 
Laforey,  who  is  arrived  here  from  the  Commodore  for  that  purpose. 

Your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  2d  I  have  received,  and  shall  imme- 
diately write  to  Mr.  Stevenson  of  Albany  to  have  materials  ready  in 
case  you  should  order  a  hundred  batteaux  more ;  and  if  you  do  deter- 
mine to  have  them,  it  will  be  best  to  let  Mr.  Stevenson  know  of  it 
direct  from  Boston,  as  it  will  save  a  good  deal  of  time. 

The  Council  here  on  Friday  last  agreed  to  spare  your  Excellency 
seven  of  the  eight  brass  cannon  here — six  twelve  pounders,  and  one 
eighteen  pounder.  ******* 

Those  seven  brass  cannon  were  yesterday  put  on  board  of  a  Sloop 
for  Albany ;  also,  seven  iron  nine  pounders,  to  be  exchanged  at 
Albany  for  six  pounders  (for  the  defence  of  Oswego)  there  being  no 
six  pounders  here;  the  carriages  for  the  latter,  we  had  made  here,  are 
also  going  up. 

Mr.  Morris  and  I  now  write  to  the  Committee  at  Philadelphia,  to 
proceed  as  you  direct  with  regard  to  the  provisions.  About  120  bar- 
rels of  beef,  which  came  from  thence  lately,  we  took  into  store  to  wait 
your  further  orders ;  but  we  shall  now  send  them  to  Mr.  Emerson. 

What  articles  we  have  yet  paid  for  (of  those  your  Excellency  ordered) 
we  have  taken  receipts  for  on  the  accounts ;  but,  for  tlie  fiiture,  we 
shall  pay  all  accounts  in  the  presence  of  one  or  two  witnesses,  who 
may  swear  to  the  bona  Jide  payment  of  them,  and  your  Excellency 
may  depend  that  we  shall  endeavour  to  have  all  our  accounts  as  clear 
and  as  well  vouched  as  the  nature  of  the  business  will  admit  of. 

We^have  enlisted  fourteen  good  seamen  at  £3  10  00  this  currency 
per  month ;  besides  two  riggers  at  six  pounds ;  and  a  gunner  at 
£4  10  0  for  the  Oswego  and  Ontario  ;  and  hope  to  get  some  more  in 
the  morning,  and  to  send  them  all  away,  with  the  officers,  to-morrow. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  received  your  Excellency's  favour 
by  Thorp,  with  a  copy  of  your  letter  of  the  1st  to  Governor  DeLancey— 
and  shall  do  therewith  as  you  have  directed.    I  am,  &;c. 


THE  SAME  TO  ROBERT  HUNTER  MORRIS. 

New  York,  June  9th,  1755. 

Sib, 

I  do  almost  deserve  your  displeasure,  but  have  hopes  that  yovk 
w)l  forgive  me  for  not  writing  you,  from  time  to  time,  what  is  doing 
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here,  and  that  you  will  attribute  it  to  my  being  necessarily  out  of  town 
and  in  a  great  hurry  of  business. — which  were  the  real  causes— and 
on  promising  very  fairly  to  write  you  hereafter  as  often  as  I  can, 
The  best  way  now  of  letting  you  know  what  is  done  here  by  your 
nephew  Lewis  and  me  towards  the  Niagara  expedition,  is  to  send  you 
copies  of  our  letters  to  Governor  Shirley,  in  which  we  have,  from 
time  to  time,  acquainted  him  with  what  we  were  doing.  Of  mine, 
you  have  copies  herewith ;  and,  as  it  is  Sunday,  I  can't  at  present  send 
you  Lewis's  ;  but  you  shall  have  them  by  next  conveyance.  I  know 
it  will  give  you  pleasure  to  hear  that  Governor  Shirley  expresses  great 
satisfaction  at  what  is  done — which  he  does  very  politely  in  all  his 
letters  to  us. 

By  letters  which  we  have  from  Boston  by  this  post,  and  by  exj^ess, 
I  find  Governor  Shirley's  regiment  begins  to  move  from  thence  to- 
morrow for  Providence,  where  vessels  are  ready  to  take  them  in. 
Captain  Kinner  is  appointed  aid-de-camp.  ***** 

I  am,  &c. 
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